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AVE you been undecided about Christmas gifts ? 

There is still opportunity to give to friends and 
acquaintances a gift that will draw forth their ap- 
preciation as it greets them fifty-two times during” 
the coming year. Page 748 of this issue tells how 
you may order subscriptions to The Sunday School 
Times as Christmas gifts, and have handsomely en- 
graved greeting cards sent to your friends with 

your name. 


The Light of Stars 


By Maud Frazer Jackson 


’ HEN lost to sight are shores of home and friends, 
Far out at sea, at closing of the day ; 

When sunset’s glory dies and softly blends 

. “Phe waste of waters with the shadows gray,— 

With joy for lonely hearts and peace divine 

The stars appear, the lamps of Heaven shine. 


” 
The stranger in a city filled with rush 
And tumult, ‘in the twilight’s homesick hour, 
Beholds.a star, and str. tway feels a hush, 
. A sense of God’s pervading love and power, 
The sick look upward to these beacons fair 
And strength receive of One who set them there. 

















Above a newborn Babe a star once shone, 
’ Proclaiming Him who came our Light to be ; 
And ever in their shining to His own 
Stars tell of Christ the Lord’s nativity ; 
Earth’s pilgrims find eternal joy in Him, 
Bright Morning Star of Love that naught can dim, 








Does the World Want Christ? 

'_ ®Christ” is being talked about today, by the whole 
world, as never before. But not the Christ of the 
Scriptures, the Son of God, the Saviour and Lord of 
men, the coming King. The “Christ” of which the 


~ world talks so much and admires so enthusiastically is 


a Christ that does not exist, made up of the imagina- 
tion of those who reject him. We should remember 
this if we would not be misled by current and popu- 
lar sayings. For example, Dr. E. Stanley Jones, a mis- 
sionary in India, says that an educated Hindu said to 
him, “If you Christians would live like Jesus Christ, 
India would be at your feet tomorrow.” The infer- 
ence is, not only India but also the whole world. Yet 
one who thinks this errs, “not knowing the Scriptures.” 
Why was not the world of his day at the feet of the 
Lord Jesus when he lived on earth? If all Chris- 
tians lived in full discipleship, manifesting Christ in 
their lives in the fullness of the Spirit, while it is 
true that many now unsaved would be evangelized and 


saved, it is also true that the world in general would rise 
up and commence such a persecution of the Church as has 
not yet been known. The world does not want the true 
Christ, who was made their sin and: shed his blood in 
order that they might die unto sin and live unto right- 
eousness. - After telling his disciples to live as he lived by 
abiding in him and keeping his commandments, the Lord 
assured them that the world then would not be at their 
feet, but would hate them. He explained this fully 
and conclusively. “If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own: but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, there- 
fore the world hateth you... . If they have persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you... In the world ye 
shall have tribulation.” It is the privilege and duty 
of the Christian to live like Jesus Christ; but one must 
do this knowing that it means the world’s contempt, 
hatred, rejection, persecution. But let us live like 
Christ, let us offer his glorious Gospel to the world by 
out lives as well as by our words, rejoicing that in 
so doing we shall be persecuted, and shall win out of. 
the lost, doomed world those who are willing to be 


saved. 
x 
The “S. S. T.” Family Bond 


There is real comfort in unexpectedly meeting a 
relative when one is far from home. Readers of The 
Sunday School Times seem to feel a genuine relation- 
ship to one another, world-wide family as it is. The 
Editor and his wife recently attended a Methodist 
Church in which they were strangers. Recognized by 
the young pastor, he was asked to say a few words 
to the congregation, which he did. At the close of 
the service a gentleman greeted him warmly, and told 
this interesting incident: “My wife and I were in 
Vancouver not long ago, and in a trolley car we 
noticed a lady reading The Sunday School Times. My 
wife sadd, ‘I’m going to speak to her.’ She stepped 
over to her and said, ‘I see you dre reading The Sun- 
day School Times. It is an old friend of ours.’ . The 
other woman looked up with a quick smile and the 
tears camé into her eyes. ‘Oh, I am so glad you spoke 
to me,’ she said. ‘I have been feeling so tonesome 
here, and it is like meeting old friends. Won’t you 
and your husband come and take tea with me this 
evening?’ We thanked her heartily, but explained that 
we were obliged to take a train that afternoon to Seat- 


tle.” The Editor of the Times “thanked God, and took 
courage” for such Christian fellowship as this. He 
would like to know whether other readers have had 
similar experiences in finding that The Sunday School 
Times furnished a link, or a means of introduction, or 
a bit of Christian bond and fellowship between them- 
selves and others. If you have ever had any such ex- 
perience, will you write a letter to the Editor about it? 
Such letters would make interesting reading for the 
“family” that means much to us all. As a member of 
the family, will you specially keep the other members 
in your prayers, and the large office staff in all its 
departments, that God may guide and control and bless 
increasingly ? 


Me me 


Famished Gods 


Various gods are feeding well today. False gods 
have been popular with men ever since Satan, “the 
god of this world,” won his victory over man through 
Adam’s fall. From that day to this “the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, lest the light of the ce tae gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should shine unto them” (2 
Cor. 4:4). There is no lack of popularity, today, 
for the gods of riches, and covetousness, and sensual- 
ity, and learning, and stre , and pride, as well as 
the gods of many false religions. We know from the 
Scriptures that those who worship false gods and 
idols are really worshiping demons and the prince of 
demons, Satan. The increased activity and ag eed 
of these gods is evidenced, as foretold in the Scrip- 
tures, because Satan “knoweth that he hath but a short 
time” (Rev. 12:12). There is a striking prediction 
of what will occur when the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
rightful Lord of this earth, returns to claim his pos- 
session. Speaking through Zephaniah of the punish- 
ment that will have to come unbelieving men, 
God says: “This shall they have for their pride, be- 
cause they have reproached and magnified themselves 
against the people of the Lord of hosts. The Lord 
will be terrible unto them: for he will famish all the 
gods of the earth; and men shall worship Him, every 
one from his place, even all the isles of the heathen” 
(Zeph. 2:10, 11). False gods feed on the worship 
of godless men, and they are plentifully fed today ; but 
their time of famine is coming. And in that day the 
people of the only true God shall hunger no more. 


Meanings of the Virgin Birth 


“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise...” 
—Matthew 1: 18. 


HERE are seven facts or meanings that we may 

discover in the virgin birth of the Babe of Beth- 

lehem, which have blessed significance to all who 
honor and trust his name at this Christmastide. 

1. The birth of Christ was predicted by the prophets. 
A host of prophecies range from Genesis to Malachi, 
which converge with accuracy upon: the life, ministry, 
and death of our Lord. In him they find fulfillment 
and meaning, and the truth still stands, “The testi- 
mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Rev. 19: 
10). Of the many Old Testament prophecies, two are 
cardinal. 

_ G1) “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a 
sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). This 
is the Christian’s classic reference. Only dishonest 
exegesis can rob this passage of its plain intent, as Dr. 
Robert Dick Wilson has now proved." It is now a criti- 
cal certainty that this passage is an indisputable part 
of the document ;~is correct in its context; eg 
in implication; and fulfilled only and specifically .in 
Jesus Christ. This testimony is not a tribute to Isaiah’s 
foresight, but to the prescience and inspiration of the 
Holy ‘Spirit. 





1In an early issue The Sunday School Times will give a 
brief summary of. Professor Wilson’s masterly study of the 
meaning of the word “‘almah” used for “virgin” in Isaiah’s 
prophecy. 


(2) “But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, 
from the days of eternity” (Mic. 5:2). Matthew (2: 
6) quotes this in abbreviated form, which settles by 
inspiration the fact that Micah’s prophecy referred to 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was none other than God, the 
eternal Son. 


2. Thus Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem and of 
a virgin. That this actually occurred the Gospel rec- 
ords make clear. This. means that he was not Joseph’s 
child, though Joseph was of the house of David. Any 
theory which. claims that Jesus might-be the offspring 
of Joseph’s marriage, or of some other connection, 
fastens falsehood upon Scripture and illegitimacy upon 
Jesus. Christians need not think twice to take their 
choice. Christ’s father was not a man, but God, and 
God only, who through Mary embodied himself in 
humanity. 

3. Mary’s virginity has a peculiar and dispensational 
significance. It was-not merely to fulfill prophecy that 
Jesus was so born: that is true, but more is true. The 
prophecy was so written because he would be born 
thus. And his birth on this wisé was deliberately plan- 
ned by Deity, as the Word specifically states. The 
reasons seem to be clear. 

Israel had been consecrated the missionary servant 
of God. Christ is the concentration of Israel in re- 
vealed history. Israel had over and over been likened 
<0 a virgin, the bride of Deity, as in the New Testa- 
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ment the Christian church is called. Connect these 
ideas and embody them in Mary, the virgin, and the 
meaning is sunmmnous. As Chr-sc is tne incarnason of 
God and the concentration ot israel, so Mary 1s the 
representative of Jewish womanhood and the type of 
the Christian bridehood through ali the ages. Not that 
she is above other women in charac.er or grace; but 
her funcuon of motherhood in this event embodies all 
these factors most appropriately and most concretely. 
The three ideas that seem specially signified in this 
method of natal introduction are these: 


(1) Purity: Mary was not only morally but techni- 
cally pure as well. As the representative of Jewish wo- 
manhood, typical of the bride-idea, therefore only the 
virgin herself, symbol of Israel’s missionary bridehood, 
would be acceptable as the organ of the appearing 
Christ. 

(2) Power: in this respect God could in a signal 
way make his power_known. Some suspicion might 
attach to a chiid born casualiy among others. But 
a child miracu.ously produced would attest as the first- 
born the power and claim of God upon the work. The 
insistence of God throughout the old dispensation of 
his claim on the firstborn foreshadows this event. It 
also foreshadows the energy of God, working in his 
church through the ages to come to beget spiritual 
sons and daughters from that pure and chosen com- 
pany, separate from the world and devoted wholiy to 
his will: for only such are his true church. 

(3) First-love: this was Mary’s first experience of 
motherhood, and in such a mysterious fashion as drew 
her mind wholly to God and his marvelous ways. This 
lesson God has left to show us that only upon those 
who keep warm and pure their first-love can he mani- 
fest his divine power (Rev. 2: 1-7). The atmosphere 
of first-love is the only one in which Deity can project 
and reproduce himself for saving purposes among us 
wretched and sinful men, 


Thus im the incarnation of Christ through Mary 
the virgin, God has written imperishable truths: not 
to glorify Mary and draw our worship to her (sin- 
ful and blasphemous adoration!); but to his own 
blessed and eternal Person, whose temporary nest she 
was honored to become. One may, from this event, 
learn many more blessed truths; but these seem to be 
of commanding importance. 


4. By this method were the dreams of pagan peoples 
realized. One of the prophets speaking of the com- 
ing Christ calls him the “desire of all nations” (Hag. 
2:7). This is true in a literal sense. Men have longed 
for an incarnate God. Great teachers; wise men, 
heroes, kings, and others have been acclaimed in song, 
tradition, and worship as the manifestation of the di- 
vine Person. Virgil has admirably summed up with 
imperishable pathos an extravagant eloquence the long- 
ing of humanity. Designing priests have attributed 
to their sacred apotheoses the most intriguing quali- 
ties; the superstitious populace have added more, out 
of a desire to find in the object of their worship the 
‘source of their existence and the arbiter of their des- 
tiny. Thus all humanity has groaned through the ages 
for One whom they could worship because of his unique 
and original character as God, yet who with signs of 
power at birth and with accrediting miracles and super- 
naturally wise mercies during life might prove his 
deity. These desires are God-implanted. In the pur- 
ity and power of Christ; in his deity manifest in 
conception, birth, life, death, and resurrection; in all 
“his moral intellectual supremacies ; and in his cem- 
plete ‘atonement on the cross for our sins: in_ these 
miraculous mercies God has demonstrated that this vir- 
gin-born Christ is the more-than-realization in every 
respect of the noblest dreams of earth’s loftiest think- 
ers, and is the fulfillment of the humblest man’s most 
desperate needs. 


5. The virgin birth is the supernatural method of 
introducing supernatural Saviourhood. Had Jesus 
been born the son of Joseph and then plenteously en- 
dowed with the Holy Spirit, he would still have been 
only the begotten of Joseph. Only divine parenthood 
could provide divine sonship. Only divine sonship 
could achieve divine redemption. Natural methods, 
that is, lower than divine, suffice for human ends; but 
no natural method for man’s redemption can suffice. 
Thus the supernatural visitant, brother, and redeemer 
must follow his own higher nature and appear super- 
naturally. The incarnation through the virgin is the 
logical method. To have used less would have de- 
graded Deity’; 7embodiment in man, and would have 
deprived him of his fulcrum in lifting the load of 
man’s sin. 

6. The birth of Christ by the virgin is a manifesta- 
tion and type of free grace. By such grace, and such 
only, is man salvable. It would seem that’ God means 
to imitate this in his Son’s appearance. Were salva- 
tion possible by man’s growing up into the likeness of 
God through self-culture, character-development, or 
works of any sort, then the virgin birth would be 
superfluous. But God justifies us by faith, not by 
works.- Therefore the fact of Christ’s earthly begin- 
ning. All his human life grew out-of his divine con- 
ception, begetting, origin, nurture, and pre-natal ener- 
gizing, as well as through his later years of training, 
Scripture study, and so on. Thus a Saviour is pro- 
vided not by letting a human -being come into the: werld 
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and being gradually lifted by his own power, or even 
by a sort of co-operation of God with man. The 
divine Redeemer comes in a divine way: ~He is orig- 
inated of God solely. No man had a part in it. Thus 
it is in our personal salvation. In repentance and faith 
we merely furnish the opportunity and organ of the 
divine new birth: thus fashioned, Christ makes his 
Own appearance and builds up the divine character 
from w.thin. Thus the virgin birth of Christ illus- 
trates in concrete fact, from a physical viewpoint, the 
typical spiritual realities of the soul new-born in .God 
and living the new life. In this important introduc- 
tion of himself to earth, the Lord Jesus has typed the 
whole salvation process. Not by God merely assist- 
ing us; not by man lifting himself; but by man hum- 
bly furnishing, as did Mary with all reverence, the ma- 
terials, subjecting himself to the Spirit, can man be 
saved by that grace which freely and of its own self 
saves — or not at all. 

7. From these considerations it appears that the vir- 
gin birth of our Lord was a moral necessity. That is, 
is so accorded with his own nature and operations that 


Christmas Giving to Speed the Gospel 


A Christian business man and his wife have asked 
‘The Sunday School Times to distribute for them, their 
‘generous gifts to fourteen different foreign missions 
or Christian institutions at home and abroad. The 
Times counts it a privilege to have fellowship in such 
giving, and to share with its readers the letter ac- 
companying the gifts. 


Permit me in the first place to express my deep ap- 
preciation of The Sunday School Times. It is so good 
to have such an out-and-out paper in these days of 
compromise and apostasy. 

My wife and I would like to.make an offering unto 
the Lord at this time, and thought you would be glad 
to pass our gifts on to the fellowing missions and agen- 
cies. As good -stewards we have carefully looked 
into the personnel of these agencies and feel -satisfied 
that there is not the slightest taint of Modernism either 
on their boards or among the workers. These missions 
are going forth on the one divinely appointed mission 
of the church. .We have come to the conclusion that 
henceforth we will not support a board that believes 
in an inclusive policy (that is, including both Modern- 
ists and sound Christians), but our gifts shall be de- 
voted exclusively to those missions which are true to 
the old Gospel. Will you please distribute the $2,500 en- 
closed to the below mentioned institutions: 


CR NE, NUN onc de cescdiccecsecccccancccceces $400.00 
* Fe Cte MIN 56 oi sek Fan eegnecsscusecesgeseed 400.00 
: Comtral AaROHOEe. BRIGGS oc cccccissccccccesccsesess 400.00 
‘ Inland South America Missionary Union ..... +++ 400.00 

Latin American Evangelization Campaign ........ + 100.00 

Melisa Gospel MRGSIOR coc cinccccccecsccccesccesetes + 100.00 

North East India General Mission ........ Segerape + 100.00 

Christian Testimony to Jews .....,....secccccecs «ee 100.00 

Dan Crawford’s Mission in Africa ..........+.. sesee 100.00 

Columbia Bible Institute ................06. Pree 

Evangé¢lical Theological College, Dallas ....... see 100.00 

WEE GINO, 4 der sicctsevncesdcaceseorces St. 

Sister Eva’s Orphanages, Germany ...........++0 ++ §0.00 
~ South -Sea- Evangelical Mission ............sssee0s $0.00 


We have just passed through a great sorrow and real- 
ize as never before what it means to be a Christian. 
Our great desire is that others may know of the Sav- 
iour and the wonderful salvation he has provided for 
all who will believe. With this thought in mind we 
make the above gift and pray that many in these vari- 
ous lands may come to know the Lord as a result. 

In the hope of our Lord’s soon coming, we are 





What a blessing would come to the church and to 
the world if all Christians would pray as earnestly 
about their giving, and give as discerningly with a 
deep sense of stewardship of God’s possessions, as 
this Christian layman and his wife. Not all are led 
10 give exclusively to missionary societies sending out 
cnly sound workers, for, as The Sunday School Times 
has suggested when its counsel has been sought in this 
matter on other occasions, there are many sound, true, 
Spirit-filled missionaries today in various foreign fields 
who went out, some of them many years ago, in good 
faith under their’ denominational boards, and whose 
support must be provided even though their boards 
now include Modernists. On this account there are 
some of God’s people who conscientiously give to 
boards that are not discriminating in the workers they 
send out, because such boards are often responsible 
for many who are true in the faith. Other conscien- 
tious Christians, like*this business man, are led to give 
on a different basis. God will guide each individual 
giver, and His guidance is unfailing. 

Could there be a better honoring.of. our Lord and 
Saviour at the season when -we remember the .Beth- 
lehem-> birth than by ‘prayerful, generous giving, tr 
gratitude for God’s “unspeakable gift,” so that many 
who. have never yet heard of the Gospel may receive 
the gift of eternal life? 


For a number of years The Sunday School Times- 


day School Fimes Company, Philadelphia. 


DECEMBER 4, 1926 


he could find nothing else in all the realm of life that 
could so fittingly represent himself in appearing to 
man. And we must if we think straight, hold that 
“sod is bound always to do that which most fittingly 
reveals himself in his own true light. But. when this 
is admitted, it at once appears that the virgin birth be- 
came a biological necessity. To have chosen a mar- 
ried woman, already the mother of children, would 
have been to place God’s Elect under suspicion as an 
ordinary child. It would have handicapped his pro- 
gram from the start. Satan has realized this, and 
has shrewdly inspired some men to advance this theory 
today. If the Devil can-do away with the biological 
fact he can soon undermine the moral implications. 
But they go together. The moral includes the biolog- 
ical; the biological conditions the moral. The -Scrip- 
ture asserts both. Reverent reason demands both. 

The truth of God stands sure. Tihe critics have 
blasted at the mountain of revelation and perished. 
They have, by their picking here and there, only helped 
° show the depth and grandeur of its eternal foun- 
dations, 








has published, in the Christmas Number, a list of sug- 
gestions for Christmas giving. Such a list appears on 
page 750 of this issue of the Times. Will you not read 
it carefully and prayerfully, asking God what blessing 
he has in store for you through the sharing of your 
earthly goods with these needy and worthy causes? 


ad 
Is Discouragement a Sin? 


Is discouragement a sin? I heard a minister say that 
even Christ got discouraged. I believe that, if He was 
tempted to it, He did not yield. This minister thought 
we could see it in many places, for example when He 
said, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, . . . how often would I 
have gathered thy children together.” 

I don’t believe faith and discouragement can dwell 
together—An Ohio Reader. 


Discouragement means the loss of courage, or heart. 
Courage comes from the Latin word cor, meaning 
heart. To be discouraged means to be disheartened, 
depressed, to lose confidence. And God’s Word leaves 
us in no doubt that this is a sin. The word of com- 
mand to Joshua in the Old Testament is no less a com- 
mand to the Christian today. The Lord said to him: 

“I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor for- 
sake thee. Be strong and of a good courage. ... Only 
be thou strong and very courageous ... Have not I 
commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; 
be not afraid, neither be-thou dismayed: for the Lord 
thy os is with thee whithersoever thou goest” (Josh. 
1: 5-9). 

The Christian warrior is commanded, in the New 
Testament, “Be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
ef his might” (Eph. 6: 10). ; 

Discouragement and joy cannot go together. We 
cannet rejoice and be discouraged at the same time; 
and we are commanded, “Rejoice in the Lord alway: 
and again I say, Rejoice” (Phil. 4: 4). 

The Ohio reader is right: faith and discouragement 
cannot dwell together. The secret of courage is faith 
in the Lord who is our sufficient and omnipotent 
strength. Now “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17); and this is the 
secret of faith and courage that was given to Joshua: 
“This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayest observe to do according to all that 
is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success” 
(Josh. 1:8). 

The Lord Jesus Christ was undoubtedly tempted to 
discouragement, for he “was at all points. tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). But, while 
living as a man on earth and “fulfilling all righteous- 
ness,” his faith never failed. There is no suggestion 
anywhere in the Scripture that Christ was ever dis- 
couraged; and we know that he could not have been. 
His cry to Jerusalem, which he loved and died for, 
was not an expression of discovragement, but a cry 
of warning and of sadness. “How often would.I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gather- 
eth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate” (Matt. 
23: 37, 38). Our Lord sorrowed, and suffered, but 
he was never discouraged. The Christian is assured 
of suffering, and of sorrow; but in the midst of this 
experience he is to trust God unfailingly, who has 
pledged His word that He will never fail us. Dis- 
couragement ‘can only come with distrust of God. 


A handy reference catalogue of books for Chris- 
tian workers will be sent you on request by The 
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Lesson for: December. 19 —— 
Luke 2 : 8-20 


Why He Gave Up the Stage 


From the time of his earliest. childhood, when he had 
a little toy theater to play with, he was captivated by 
acting and the stage, —at their best. In high school 
he organized a dramatic club. When-he went to 
the theater he cared only for the best productions, 
the standard drama. After two years in_a well- 
known college he took his plunge and joined the pro- 
fession...He made good, taking important parts in 
Shakespearean plays, and in a well-known company 
that is often cited as one that does “better preaching 
than most sermons.” ~ 


_ He is not on the stage now. He came to see what 

he calls “my utter moral and spiritual bankruptcy,” 
and equally the true character of the: theater even at 
its best. He believes now, he says, that the Chris- 
tian has no place on either side-of the footlights. 
“Many different agencies were -used-by. the Lord in 
bringing me to the kKght,”.he-writes to the ‘Editor, 
“but none te greater effect than your paper.” 
He will tell his story, fully and freely, in one of the 
most extraordinary séries of articles the Times has 
ever been privileged to publish. It is the testimony, 
not of a theorist, but of a man who knows. . He will 
show, through startling statements by | dramatic 
critics, that those who_ know the theater best rate. it 
worst. More about this series will be.in immedi- 
ately coming issues; the series: itself. will counmence 
within a month or so. 


Canon Howitt’s Study of the Blood 


At the Jubilee Keswick Convention in England, 1925, 
Canon F. E. Howitt of Canada gave an address on 
“The Precieus Blood of Jesus Christ,” which the 
thousands who~heard. him can never forget. Last 
summer at America’s Keswick he gave the same 
message, and gratefiyl hearers have been eager to 
have it in print. A’ ‘missionary from Japan wishes 
it translated into Japanese for evangelistic work 
there. Canon Howitt is writing it out in full for 
The ‘Sunday School Times, and it promises to be one 
of the most revéaling features of the new year. 


The Dutch Family of Atheists 


The father and mother of a family living near the 
coast of Holland were deeply convinced atheists, and 
they trained up their seven sons and one daughter 
- in atheism. The ten stood together as a unit, and the 
seven brothers idolized their one sister. But some 
. strange people from England called “Salvationists” 
- held a meeting two days before the young: girl was 
to marry a handsome young military officer ; and mir- 
acles, and sorrows, and. joys began. The story of this 
. family of atheists is all true, and-is.stranger than any 


: ? fiction “you ever read. 


- The Questions Mother Ruth Aimbot 


Almost everybody. seems to read Mother Ruth. Let- 

- ters of unbounded enthusiasm and gratitude keep 
coming, like the ‘following from California: “Your 
letters are good and sensible, but surely they afe 
more. They are the result of a life of prayer and 
communion with the Lord.” 

’ Here are some of the actual “Girls’ Problems” that 
Mother Ruth will be answering in coming issues of 
the Times: 

A young Christian girl wants to know whether she 
should let her bobbed hair grow, and whether it 
is wrong to sing the popular jazz songs. 

A young Sunday- school teacher. wonders if all her 
teaching is in vain, because the girls’ parents go 
away pleasure-riding over week-ends all summer and 
take the girls away from Sunday-school. What can 
she do to remedy the situation? 


A young. Christian is troubled because her: friend 
sees no harm in moving pictures and dancing, or 
even in taking wine. She wants to know if a 
Christian can do these things. 
A school teacher wonders how she can teach modesty 
' when her popular fellow-teachers wear the shortest 
skirts possible and ridicule her. Should she resign? 
Is it right for a professing Christian to use paint 
or powder on her. face? 
- A fifteen-year-old girl’s Parents want her to be 
worldly and not “too religious.” Is it ever right 
for her to disobey her parents? 


Do You Use It in Your Lesson Study? 


A South Dakota reader writes: “After nearly ten 
- weeks trial of your Times I have come to the con- 
clusion that we cannot part. The Times has given 
me so much valuable information on the lessons 
-each week that it is not possible to get along with- 
out it. That you stand squarely~on the Bible as 
the inspired Word is so heartening in these days.” 
Every week a rich exposition of the International 
Uniform Sunday School Lesson is given by J. Rus- 
sell Howden, an otitstanding evangelical voice in the 
. Church.of England and a welcomed speaker at the 
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great Keswick Conventions there. Ten other les- 
son helps in the Times are equally unusual and rich. 
“Tell Pace this cartoons are loud speakers over the 
radio for Christ,” writes a Michigan enthusiast. 

“I hope Ridgway can come to China some day,” 
writes one of the best Aenown missionaries. 

“Little Jetts’ and “Say, Fellows” are loved and 
used the world around. 

If you.don’t know these and all the rest of the les- 
son family,. won’t you turn to them in this issue 
and see what you think? 


Acted-Out Illustrations in Sunday School 


Young people like to see things actually “doing” be- 
fore.their eyes... The Times will publish a most 
unusual: article, written by a missionary enthusiast 
- and expert, showing how. to give the cause of mis- 


. sions: a.vivid--and telling interest in Sunday-school. 


A: series’ of “different exercises has been prepared, 
in which the children can take part; the following 
key words give a*hint of them: Blindfolded ; Sin; 
Story of the Candles; the Front Row; Sending. for 
the Doctor; Cleaning the Room; God's Postman. 


Why Jonathan Goforth Believes 


the Bible is the Word of God 


You. probably knew that Dr. Goforth, the veteran 
missionary in China, believed the Bible; but did you 
ever know why? Out of his lifetime experience with 
the Word, digging deep into its riches and seeing the 
miracle-results of its operations on the Chinese, Dr. 
Goforth has written his personal testimony for The 
Sunday School Times Family. He has more than 
one reason for the faith that is in him; he has no 
less than twelve. Dr, Goforth’s reasons are rich and 
convincing, and you will turn from them to the Word 
with greater eagerness and gratitude than ever. 


Securing Home Study of the Lesson 


Everybody knows it ought to be done, but few know 
how to get it done. ‘The superintendent of a Junior 
Department in New Jersey tried a new plan that 
worked like a charm. It resulted, among other 
things, as say Bible reading by the pupils. The 
Word God began to have a place in their lives 
it had sai had before. But it included real study 
as well as mere reading. There is a challenge in 
the plan that any child can respond to. Pupils’ note- 
books are kept and examined. Award credits are 
given. Public honors are part of it, but the spir- 
itual rewards are the most important. The plan will 
be fully described in The Sunday School Times. 


Since the Balfour Declaration of 1917 


The greatest miracle since the Day of Pentecost is 
occurring before our eyes, yet many have not real- 
ized it. An inviolable prophecy of Scripture is 
beginning its fulfillment, and Israel is returning to 
her Land. The Sunday School Times keeps you 
posted, by a full-page appearing every few weeks 
and written by a Christian authority on Jewish mat- 
ters. The next article in this really sensational 
department shows that the achievements of the Jews 
in the last nine years are greater than in the pre- 
ceding nineteen hundred years. “While Jewish life 
in Europe has disintegrated and crumbled, in Pales- 
tine a new, vigorous, varied, authentic Jewish life 
is being created. The Balfour Declaration has 
become the fundamental law of the Land.” 





On this page is given a glimpse of some of 
the good things The Sunday Schvol Times 
will be publishing this winter and during the 
new year. Wheiher you have taken the Times 
for years, or are seeing it for the first time, 
won't you read this page through and then ask 
yourself whether you and your friends really 
need such a paper? If you feel like multiply- 
ing its blessings, suppose you try it, or get 
others to try it, on the Get ‘Acquainted plan of 
Ten Weeks for 25 cents. Better still, you and 
they can make sure of it fora whole year by 
taking advantage of the club subscription rates, 
or the stigle rates, given on page 748. 


Here is the opinion of a West Virginia 
reader: 


“T do not know who first sent in my _sub- 
scription for the Times, in 1911 I think, but I 
am convinced it was by the direct will of God, 
leading our family into the Times Family. 
For what this paper has become to us, God 
who loves us alone knows. We are, oh, such 
busy people, as so many are; papers and ‘books 
pile up unread; but The Sunday School Times 
ts read, and discussed, and ‘tied to,’ as a light- 
house in a dark and stormy time. ” 
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183~Souls in 18 Months 


in a little town of seven or eight thousand, in one 
of our eastern states, is a church whose pastor be- 
lieves in winning people one by one. He came to 
the church about two years ago, and in the first 
eighteen months 183 persons were received, mostly 
on confession of faith. In striking contrast is a re- 
cent report that an average annual increase of only 
seven members a congregation was made during the 
last ten years by all the churches of the twelve lead- 
ing Protestant denominations of Philadelphia. 


-Would you like this soul-winning pastor’s own story ? 


He has written it very fully and. freely as a sertes 
of articles, at the Times’. request, and your heart 
will burn within you as you read; The best of it is 
that anyone can do this -if:he will: His’ straightfor- 
ward, simple narrative proves it. 


Saving German Students 
in Haeckel’s Old Field 


In the university town of Jena, Haeckel’s old stamp- 
ing-ground, Bible ‘teaching and personal work are be- 
ing carried on by the university. pastor. The Bible 
class in his lodgings grew so large that the landlady 
turned them out. 

This is the sort of fresh, novel, and up-to-the-min- 
ute news that is brought to you from all over the 
world, every month, in Ernest Gordon’s “Survey of 
Religious Life and Thought.” No other magazine 
in America is attempting just this; in two full 
pages in the Times Mr. Gordon, who reads many 
foreign periodicals in their own languages and keeps 
in touch with the whole world, gives a thrilling and 
challenging glimpse of the latest events. If one 
would be really posted, and know how to pray ef- 
fectively with a world vision, this Survey is almost 
a necessity. 

The next installment will tell of Jena, and of a mis- 
sionary crawling into a drain pipe to save a cholera 
patient, and why Dan. Crawford’s watchword with 
his African Christians every night was “Lutanda, ia 
‘and how Mariolatry is creeping into the American 
Episcopal Church, and of Poland’s plan to deport 
evangelical missionaries, and of the increasing num- 
ber of secret Christian believers in Islam, — would 
this sort of news, and a great deal more of it, add 
to your equipment as Sunday-school teacher or 
pastor in these momentous days? 


Candid Confessions of Science 


The eminent geographer and geologist of Harvard 
University, Professor Davis, recently made 
some remarkable “confessions” as to the unstable 
and imaginary basis upon which the theory of evo- 
lution rests. The general public does not ordinarily 
know about these confessions of scientific men; they 
are given to little circles of fellow scientists. But 
George McCready Price, M.A., himself a widely 
known scientific man who keeps in close touch with 
the latest technical deliverances while at the same 
time he counts the Word of God even more depend- 
able than men’s researches, has written a new arti- 
cle for The Sunday School Times which will give, 
verbatim, some of these recent candid confessions, 
and he shows their great significance for Christians 
who would be well posted on science and the Bible. 


When Canaan’s Booktown Was Discovered 


The whole world of Bible study and archeology 
looked on with intense interest last year when an 
expedition of archeologists, including The Sunday 
School Times’ Archeological Editor, Dr. Melvin 
Grove Kyle, dug down into the soil of Palestine 
and uncovered a city that had been undisturbed since 
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed it 2,500 years ago. The 
thrilling story of the identification and discoveries 
at Kirjath-sepher, that ancient town between Hebron 
and Beersheba which flourished when Joshua led 
the Children of Israel into Canaan, was told in a 
memorable series of articles last spring and sum- 
mer by Dr. Kyle. in the Times. Research work in 
Bible lands is going on more vigorously than ever 
before in the Christian era, and the Times’ arche- 
ological department is one. of its richest contribu- 
tions to the information of Christian people today. 


Isaiah’s Virgin Birth Prophecy 


Isaiah (7:14) prophecied the virgin birth of Christ. 
The critics almost universally say that the word there 
used for “virgin” may mean “young married woman.’ 

And now Professor Robert Dick Wilson has ai 
swered the critics. Knowing some forty-five lan- 
guages and dialects, he is able, as few critics are, to 
settle authoritatively the meaning of the Hebrew 
word in dispute, and he has done it. As always, the 
Bible stands the test and the critics are silenced. 
The conclusions of this notable study by Professor 
Wilson, as published in the Princeton Theological 
Review, will be given in the Times. 
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The Purpose and Power of the Incarnation 


Three reasons why the Lord of Glory was born in the likeness of men 











By “Ambassador” Herbert Booth 














foundest subject and the deepest mystery that 

can occupy the thoughts of man. Let us at 
once admit that we shall make no attempt to solve 
the mystery of the incarnation. To finite minds it is 
utterly inexplicable. As well might an ant — and ants 
have much ingenuity —try to comprehend the intrica- 
cies of an airship, as man with his limited mentality — 
and I say this not forgetting all that mentality has 
achieved materially—try to understand the mys- 
tery of the Trinity. 

This, tike other of the great foundation truths of 
Christianity has .been hidden from the wise and 
the prudent, and has been revealed to babes. And 
why? Because it is one of the truths apprehended by 
faith experimentally, and a babe is an expert at be- 
lieving and therefore at discovering things by experi- 
ment. The doctrine of the Trinity is theoretically a 
mystery, aye it might become a perplexity, to eur 
minds, but experimentally, through faith, it becomes 
an overwhelming joy to our hearts. 

Nor is this asking of us more than we are daily and 
hourly practicing as regards temporal mysteries. We 
are forever discovering that things may be very 
mysterious although by no means unreasonable, 
Mind, life, electricity, light, fire, and the like — these 
are things that we know by experiment, not by un- 
derstanding, by obedience, not by reason, by appre- 
hension, not by comprehension. So let us advance te 
the glorious assertions of our theme, 

Let us consider: 

Tue Fact or THE INCARNATION. 

THE Purpose OF THE INCARNATION, 

THE Errects OF THE INCARNATION, 

THE Power OF THE INCARNATION. 


[ice incarnation of the Son of God is the pro- 


THE Fact oF THE INCARNATION 
Have you noticed the similarity between the opening 
of John’s Gospel and the opening of the Book of 
Genesis? Both books undertake the same task. Gene- 
sis epens where it must open if there is to be truth 
or utility in all that follows in the Bible. It must be- 
gm with the assumption of God’s existence. John’s 


Some months ago a reader of The Sunday School 
Times wrote expressing his appreciation of Mr. 
Booth’s first address before the Bryan Bible Class 
at Miami, Fla., which was published in The Sunday 
School Times of January 9, and expressed the 
hope that more of these addresses might appear 
in the Times. A second was published May 1, 
and the Times is now glad to be able to print a 
third address, prepared for the Bryan Bible Class 
but not delivered because of Mr. Booth’s illness. 
In sending this to the Times Mr. Booth writes, 
from his home. at Robinlawn, Yonkers, N. Y., “1 
have made some corrections, lying in bed here. 
I shall be glad to do a littie in giving my testimony 
these shut-in and trying days. I am not allowed 
to do much.” 
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That God should have endowed us with such an in- 
stinct and then, by forever hiding himself, leave us 
with no chance of, its gratification, would be a provo- 
cation rather than an enrichment. Just as eyes 
would be ingenious mockeries were there no light, the 
ear a device for aggravation were there no sound, the 
heart a source of restless agitation were there no ob- 
jective for its search after love, so man’s spiritual in- 
stincts that urge an outlook beyond things created to 
a Creator, from things failen to a Redeemer, these in- 
stincts would be an irritating mockery were there no 
manifestation of God. 

To all this, the first words of John’s Gospel give us 
the glorious answer, “In the beginning was the Word 
[the Logos, the Christ], and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.” As if to say, “This un- 
known God you seek I declare unto you.” “The Word 
was made flesh, and dweit among us,... full of grace 
and truth ... No man hath seen God at any time; the 
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath declared him.” 

_ But not only must we consider man’s need of God's 
uncovering, we must also consider how essential it is 
to God’s scheme of redemption that he should find 


Gospel faces the same question in another form. .[@~-S0Me means of approach to man. There is the God- 


is the Gospel that deals pre-eminently, not only with 
God’s existence — God existent — but with God mani- 
fested. 

Of course the other Gospels express this truth but 
it is not their pre-eminent note. They. lead up to it. 
It is left for the beloved John, who drank so deeply 
of the Lord’s spirit and who, of all the disciples, knew 
him perhaps the most intimately, it is left for him so 
to declare the deity of Christ, as to make it forever 
impossible for future generations to question what was 
the apostolic estimate of our Lord. 

Just as the Holy Spirit knew when he inspired the 
Book of Genesis that the whole Bible would be com- 
pletely unreasonable and impossible without God at 
the beginning and as the foundation of it all, so he 
knew when he inspired the Gospel of John that the 
contents of that Gospel, aye of all the New Testa- 
ment, would be ridiculous conjecture, powerless doc- 
trine, unless Jesus was God manifest and brought into 
touch with man. Hence both these books start out 
with a bold and daring assertion. “In the beginning 
God,” declares Genesis; “In the beginning was the 
Word,” declares the Fourth Gospel, “and the Word 
was with God and the Word was God.” 


THE PuRPOSE OF THE INCARNATION 

Let us ask ourselves carefully this question, “Why 
did God send his Son into the world?” In the first 
place it was that God might be discovered by man, and 
that man might be approached by God. 

Taking it for granted that God exists, then it is 
of supremest impcrtance to mankind that he should 
reveal himself. Man’s relationship to God means 
everything for body, mind, soul, and spirit. 

But how shall nian and God become properly re- 
lated if he cannot know him? The question of ques- 
tions then is, “\VWhere can we find God?” Has he 
revealed himself? Our instinct of worship, that -uni- 
versal prompter ‘toward reverence and adoration, 
which urges even the heathen to kneel before idols, 
and keeps the most civilized searching for the ob- 
jects of their ideals, the instinct of worship, I say, 
induces us to cry with Job, “Oh that I knew where 
I might find him! that I might come even to his seat!” 

This is what we need, this is what the lost world 
needs. An absentee God, away in the heavens pitying 
us, would little avail. He must be brought into touch 
“made nigh,”— God revealed in such form as we 
may grasp him, whose power, pity, grace, and 
example will draw out all the passion, affection, ad- 
Miration, and faith of our hearts. 
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ward side of this great truth as well as the manward 
side. God also has instincts and attributes. Chief 
among these is his love, for he is love. This love is 
a mighty force urging Jehovah to reveal himself to 
his fallen creatures. 

Just as passionate sympathy for their imperiled 
comrades shut within that recently sunken submarine 
sent those officers and men of the Navy to the rescue, 
luring the divers to dangerous depths in order to es- 
tablish communication, so the love of God induced him 
to seek a way by which he might communicate with 
man, sunk in sin and threatened with eternal ruin. 
The men in that submerged craft wanted to get out 
and the men _on the surface above wanted to get. in. 
Thus Jesus Christ was God’s method for getting into 
communication with man and delivering him from his 
hopeless situation. There was no other way by which 
the holy God could even approach him than through 
what he knew was to lead to the sacrifice of his only 
begotten Son. 

That is why the ground of our hope is not in any- 
thing we can do toward God, but rather in the fact 
that “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
The chief purpose then of the incarnation was first 
that we might discover and come into touch with God, 
and second that God might approach us without dis- 
honoring his eternal law or destroying his authority 
and dignity as the upholder of that law before the uni- 
verse. 


The purpose of the incarnation was also that the 
creation through Christ might be linked in the mind 
of mankind with the Creator. Amid the multitudinous 
gods of the fallen world, as evidenced by heathendom 
and*ancient mythology, the deities of Egypt, Babylon, 
Greece, and Rome; how was man to b¢ sure that Je- 
hovah of the Jews was the one and only God, the true 
Creator of all things? 

In the creation around him—the earth at his feet, 
the superabundant sea, the cloud-reaching mountains, 
the infinite spaces of the heavens—man has always 
seen, as we see, the unanswerable argument for a cre- 
ative mind, an intelligent, operating force. Somebody 
sought it out, somebody thought it out, somebody 
worked it out, and somebody carries it on. 

That there must be some one—not something — 
equal in wisdom and might to the task of the uni- 
verse’s creation and upholding is more and more ap- 
parent as we look, on the one hand, into mind-stagger- 
ing marvels of infinitesimal spheres and, on the other, 
at the enormity of unnumbered millions of worlds pop- 
ulating the skies. Here are the evidences of design, 








but where is the designer, the sufficiently efficient 
architect? Here are the finished articles as shown in 
periection of microscopic life, in imsect, animal, and 
man, but where a manufacturer equal to such work- 
manship? Here are innumerable worlds of unthink- 
able dimensions rushing with exact precision through 
immeasurable spaces at inconceivable speed. But who 
constitutes the sufficiently wise executive, the motive 
power of all this immensity” of movement? The 
opening prologue of. the Gospel of John provides the 
answers when it says, “The Word was God... . All 
things were made by him; and without him was not 
anything made that was made.” \ So Christ comes not 
only to solve for us the problem concerning origins, but 
to link himself with the organized creation. We know 
now that the Christ who loves us, seeks us, bears with 
our infirmities, carries our burdens, shares our griefs, 
forgives our sins, redeems our lives from, destruction, 
is the Creator and Conserver of the universe. 

Thus every sun and star, every gorgeous eventide 
and golden dawn, every beautiful mountain and boun- 
teous valley, every splendor of leafy forest and flowery 
bower, every marvel of animal and human anatomy, 
should be reminders of and links with our heavenly 
Father, who, in Christ, became our Saviour. 

Yes, Christ was there with the Father “before the 
world.” He was with him, equal in creative power, 
was as the Word when that «utterance of Deity ‘was 
spoken and God said, “Let there be hight,” and later 
when the Father said to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost, “Let us make man in-our image.” 


The purpose of the incarnation was that the dark- 
ness of the world might be illumined. Two main facts 
stand out in this prologue, the world’s darkness and 
the life of Christ which is the light of the world. 
John, like the whole Bible, strikes no uncertain note 
about the true condition of the world. In its natural 
fallen state, it is in darkness. Just as, in the dawn 
of recreation Genesis tells us “darkness was upon the 
face of the deep,” so spiritual darkness is over all 
mankind outside the saving grace of God. 

And ‘note carefully what constitutes that darkness. 
It is not the absence, as some would have us think, of 
mental enlightenment, of the advantages of . civiliza- 
tion, of benefits of education or culture. Nor is it 
obliviousness to the tenets of morality. These misfor- 
tunes and disadvantages do not constitute the darkness 
here referred to. John’s reference relates to the dark- 
ness that does not comprehend the life of Christ. It 
was not the darkness that failed to comprehend him 
— John and his teachings — for he expressly says he 
was not that light. Yet John taught many just, true 
and moral things just as do our material reformers 
who ignore the new birth today. But John emphasizes 
that darkness that dwells in the souls of those who 
know not Christ’s life. 

That darkness is over this world today as truly as 
it was over Babylon, Jerusalem, or Rome. Let us 
not be deceived by men’s plausible talk concerning 
the sufficiency of man’s head light while his heart is 
black as midnight. Every man in this land-grabbing, 
money-making, pleasure-mad world who knows not 
Christ as his Saviour, who is not a believer in his 
finished work and under the shelter of his precious 
blood, is in darkness. 

The other great fact here set forth is that the life 
of Christ is the light, “In him was life and the life 
was the light of men.” Now had I written this gospel, 
had many of our modern gospellers written it, we 
would never have put it that way. To the carnal mind 
it seems wrong side first. We would have said, “In 
him was light and the light was the life of men.” 
Men professing to be scientific would have us believe 
that light comes before life. But this is not true. 
Light in the proper sense is not a first cause. Sec- 
ondarily it may be the cause of many things but, in 
itself, it is a consequence. It is an effect of a greater 
cause. 

This is so with all natural light. Light is the re- 
sult of electric force that sometimes we call a sun 
and sometimes a fire. We reflect it from the sun and 
we invoke it by the fire, either in blazing logs, or 
burning coals, or a flaming lamp. The sun and the 
fire are the active factors that correspond with the 
life of Christ. And so, just as you cannot have natu- 
ral light without sun or fire, so you cannot have spir- 
itual light without the life of Christ. 

Intellectual lights that come from human sources 
are not Christ’s ight just because they are not Christ’s 
life. This John distinctly states in his prologue. He 
tells us that John the Baptist was not that light. He 
was only the witness to it. The true light was com- 
ing after, in the person of the Lord himself.  —s_— 

Many Moderns who think that Christ’s ethics is 
enough to save the world without his life, hang a 
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Lesson for December 19 
Luke a : 8-20 


whole lot on the defective interpretation of this pas- 
sage as it appears in our version. There it reads, 
“That was the true Light, which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world.” They interpret this to 
mean the light of universal conscience. But this is 
a manifest misstatement, for every one who thinks 
must know that the light of the Lord Jesus is more 
than conscience-and it has not shone upon “every man 
that cometh into the world.” Millions of heathen, 
both abroad and at home, have never seen that light 
and certainly they have never been enlightened by it. 
Besides, conscience was in the world long before the 
incarnation. The more correct reading is as in the 
margin of the revised version, “He [John] was not 
the light . . . the true light which lighteth every man 
was coming. That is, it was following after John. 

The light then that Jesus brought into the world. was 
the result of his life. It radiated from his being, not 
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- hissteaching -or-his philosophy, not from what he said, 


wonderful as that was, but from what he was, as Son 
of God, equal with God, one with God. Hence he says, 
“I am the light of the world.” 


And note that it is exactly in this way, though in- 
finitely less in. degree, that we too are to be light- 
bearers. When our hearts have been changed, regener- 
ated, born again by the Holy Spirit through the grace 
of God, we are made alive in him, and by that life 
we are to shed-abroad the light of a holy influence in 
the darkness around us. It is by the bright shining of 
otr influence and our example that we shall accom- 

lish far more than by our much talking or pro- 
Fe essing. .We are to let our light shine that men may 
see our good works and glorify our Father which is 
in Heaven. 


(To be concluded in. next week's issue) 
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Its widespread appeal, and why it is a false hope 
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The Phenomenon of Caesarism 


By Christabel Pankhurst 








The.c 


Caesarism will end when Christ comes again. 
Caesar,’’ will be replaced hed a new cry of the Jews as 
look upon Me whom they have pierced, and 


they shall ‘ maa ‘or 


of the Iooe at his first coming, ‘‘We have no king but 


in Jesus their Messiah and King, and ‘ 


* shall 
Him as one mourneth for his only son.’” A 


wonderful time will follow, for ‘‘in that [F704 shall there-be-upon the bells of the horses, Holiness unto the Lord.’’ 


The concluding article 


zt Ss series by Miss Pankhurst will be published in next week's issue of the Times, and 


**Christ’s noes : For the Church, and To the World.’ 


this age, on the eve of the Lord’s ‘return, -has 

long been announced -by students of prophecy 
who. have seen this political phenomenon foreshown 
in the Bible. 

Dictatorship has now actually appeared, and political 
thinkers are astonished and concerned as to what this 
may portend. 

When will they turn to the Bible for light on things 
present and things to come? The new dictatorships, 
without being confined to the Roman nations, are nev- 
ertheless characteristic of the imperial system. Caesar- 
ism is of the essence of the Roman Empire, which took 
its rise in one-man rule, 

“No present fact is more significant than the reac- 
tion in many nations against democracy and in favor 
of one-man power.” This is the summing-up of a 
distinguished American, Mr. James Beck, a. former 
Solicitor General of the United States, addressing the 
National Republican Club of America. “It matters 
not,” he said, “whether the one man be called a czar, 
an emperor, a king, or a dictator — the essential fact 
is his power. Today half of the oldest nations of 

‘Europe are in the grasp of dictators.” 

Another authority, no less than Sir Sidney Low, 
author of the “Governance of England,” is also im- 
pressed by this humanly unforeseen though Biblically 
foreshown rise of Dictatorship. He says: 

“Thirty years ago, if anybody had told us that the 
next generation would see the waning of democracy 
and parliamentary government, we schould (have 
Jaughed. It would have seemed like saying that we 
should presently “liscard the railways and go back to 
‘stagecoaches. Since the war, which was to make the 
world safe for democracy, there has been widespread 

‘abandonment of representative and democratic gov- 
‘ernment and a remarkable reversion to personal rule.” 

One country after another has turned to “some kind 
of dictatorial régime.” 

- The position is described by Sir Sidney Low as 
follows: 

“This year 1926 opened with a broad belt of dic- 
tatorships, extending from the Atlantic seaboard to 
Central Asia. Mussolini started the game; his suc- 
cess has inspired imitators and adapters all over the 
Mediterranean and Near East area. So now we have 
constitutionalism . suspended, or heavily fettered, in 
Spain, Italy, Greece, Bulgaria, Hungary, Turkey, and 
Persia.” 

From Germany come recurrent reports of threat- 
ened political chauge. As to France, it is a wonder 
to many that Dictatorship has not been established 
there. Some time ago it seemed imminent, and then 
the moment passed. A Socialist dictator or dictatorial 
triumvirate was rumored. Some spoke of General 
Foch. Others perhaps were’ seeking, without yet find- 
ing, some superman still unknown. Belgium has been 
passing through political trouble, and_pro-dictatorial 
sentiment is said to exist even there. Poland has had 
her coup d’état, and so has Portugal, and thus the list 
of more or less dictatorial régimes grows longer and 
longer. 

The Mother of Parliaments seems likely to survive 
her daughters, and Britain may very soon be the only 
home in Europe of representative government. Even 
here, representative government has lately had to fight 
for its life. 

The Reds of Russia and the British Government, 
each from its own standpoint, concur in the belief 
that Constitutional Government was attacked. It 
would have been attacked with success had not the 

- Community given, as a foreign observer has expressed 


Tis rise of Dictatorship in the closing years of 


it, ¢ ‘an example of discipline a intelligent defense of 
pablic liberties that many peoples would undoubtedly 

incapable of repeating.” Yet the Prime Minister’s 
words should be recalled: ‘There has never been in 


- this world a perfect instance of democracy at work. 


We in this-country may make a fearful mess of it, 
and if we make a mess of it, we shall get a tyranny 
of some kind or another. It may be the Communist 
tyranny; it may be tyranny from the other end. But, 
if youcannot evolve a sound aud sane democracy, that 
will be the fate of the country.” 

The Spanish dictator asserts that “Parliamentary 
government is breaking up in all countries, It has 
had its time. ‘It is necessary to substitute for it a 
modern system more in harmony with the economics 
of our day.” The continental nations, living as they 
do in a chronic state of emergency which does not pass 
away, but on the contrary tends to increase and to be 
complicated by the menace of another war, are more 
= more inclined, in desperation, to call for a Strong 

an, 

Perhaps democratic government has ever been some- 
thing of a borrowed plume so far as these nations are 
concerned. Hero worship, the love of following a 
lead and a leader, is more in their temperament, it 
may be, than a devotion to the principles of represen- 
tative government. Certainly the younger people in 
those lands seem to feel coldly on the question of 
democracy, and to be impassioned for or against the 
two opposing forms of dictatorship, Fascist or Bol- 
shevist, as we may for convenience call them. They 
live always more or less upon a war footing, to the 
tune of rumors of war. In such conditions dictator- 
ship seems to them, especially in these dangerous days, 
to afford the best available guarantee of national 
safety. Hence the decline of democracy and the rise 
of personal dictatorship. 

The philosophy of dictatorship finds its chief ex- 
ponent in the Fascist leader, Signot Mussolini, who 
claims that democratic institutions are, in Italy, both 
dead and buried. Dictatorship in his view is not a 
temporary expedient for times of danger. It is the 
proper and normal mode of government. “The con- 
sent of the people is as mutable as the sands of the 
seashore.” “The consent of the people is never per- 
manent.” 4 

“For Mussolini, with his determination to carry into 
effect his great ideals,” we are told, “even the five 
million votes he obtained from the Italian people in 
that marvelous plebiscite of 1924 were only such sup- 
port as a turn of fortune may sweep away.” “In 
Italy there are no unemployed, and people earn enough 
to live decently. In our country reign peace, discipline, 
security. What more does a people want?) What the 
people want is to work, to earn, and to live in com- 
fort. No one wants Liberty with a capital L, the 
fetish of a bygone century.’ 

“We tell the responsible factors in other countries 
that ney should do away with verbose Parliamentar- 
ism.’ 

A singularly interesting convert to Dictatorship, to 
Fascism, was, it is learned, the Italian statesmen, Sid- 
ney Sonnino. An intimate friend tells of two con- 
versations with him shortly before his death. 

In the first: “Sonnino talked to me of the general 
condition of Italy, showing such grave preoccupation 
concerning the future of the country, a sadness so 
heart-rending, a pessimism so despairing, that I pro- 


1“Life of Mussolini,” by Sarfatti. 
2Interview with Dr. Andre Reversz. 
8Speech at Rome on seventh anniversary of Fascism. 
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tested that I could not believe that the situation was 
without a remedy, and I said to him: ‘If, instead of 
seventy years old, you were fifty, and they called you 
again to be head of the Government, you would cer- 
tainly find the means of saving the country.’ He 
paused in his walk—I seem to see him still — and 
after a silence he said: ‘No; I could do nothing to 
save Italy; it needs a coup d'état.’ I was dumb, moved 
by the gravity of this declaration and the intensity of 
feeling that animated his words, I left and did not 
return until after the march on Rome. You can 
imagine with what impatience I hastened to see Sid- 
ney Sonnino and hear from his own lips vont he 
thought of the grave events in progress. I found 
Sonnino transformed, less bent, smiling, happy! With- 
out giving me time to question him, he exclaimed : 
‘Here it is, the coup d’état invoked for the saving of 
the country. Henceforth every Italian has but one 
duty —to help Mussolini with all his power, even if 
he makes mistakes. .. . 

Similarly in France a yearning for a strong man’s 
perwen rule is reviving memories of a crisis in earlier 
story when a strong man arose, “Today as then,” 
the word goes, “France looks over the heads of ‘the 
politicians who talk when they should act, and who 
quarrel among themselves, and she awaits and hopes 
for a saviour. The mystic belief in the coming at the 
critical moment of the providential Man is often de- 
ceptive. The proof is that great and powerful nations 

have collapsed, leaving perhaps hardly a memory . 
and yet! ...” Then the description of France in a 
ng day: “Ruined, exhausted, discouraged, threatened 
invasion, on the brink of the grave.... Suddenly in 
the night a gleam — Bonaparte on his way to Paris! 
All France awakened from the torpor of despair and, 
with an infallible certitude, recognized in Bonaparte 
the man marked out by destiny who was to be her 
saviour.” 2 

But for how short a time! And what France suf- 
fered, even while this very “saviour” still lived; and 
has suffered since! 

No! Human saviours are not enough for any coun- 
try. They make mistakes, their health and judgment 
fail, they go too far, ambition intoxicates them, they 
pan what they have built, and lose what they have 
saved 

Chief difficulty of all! Even the perfect dictator 
dies. That must be the secret tragedy at a benevolent 
dictator’s heart. What will become of his work, what 
will become of his country when he is gone? He him- 
self knows best how irreplaceable he is —knows the 
unremitting toil, the invariable tenacity, the unblinking 
alertness, the countless secret loyalties that his task re- 
quires, the constant weight his shoulders have to bear. 
Who is there to succeed him? That is the question, 
seeing that human dictators are as subject to death 
as other mortals. More so, perhaps! Julius Caesar 
was treacherously assassinated by “respectable” met, 
in deliberate conspiracy, a crime whose horror is fresh 
to this day. 

Human nature slew its divine Redeemer, God mani- 
fest in the flesh. 

It slays also its Caesars! 

Human Dictatorship cannot save the world: first, 
because human rule is not lasting, it is not strong 
enough, wise enough, righteous enough, or long 
enough; secondly, because human nature needs the re- 
demptive power and the controlling power belonging 
to God alone. 

Let all rejoice then in “that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ” (Tit. 2:13). 

Lonpon, Enc. 





1 From “The Saviour of France,” by Paul Fontana de Vico. 








Girls’ Problems cf Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am almost desperate, feeling at 
times as if there is nothing left but to end it all. After 
three years of both church and personal work, and much 
spiritual light, I have fallen into sin, and keep falling. I 
simply cannot overcome, [{ have prayed and prayed and 
then go and deliberately commit sir again. What troubles 
me most is why does God allow this sin to overpower me, . 
and what can I do to overcome? In reading the Bible I find 
that nearly all God’s servants have sinned, but after once 
being born again, they were free from the power of sin 
You have been a wonderful blessing in my life, Mother 
Ruth, and I thank you for the advice I know you will give 
me.—FROM DISCOURAGED. 


Y DEAR “DISCOURAGED ONE”: “Blessed 
is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin 
is covered” (Psa. 32:1). If you have really been 
born again, there should flow through your heart 7 
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gladness of life that will cause you to hate the sin 
that would overwhelm you. There is overcoming 
power in the blood of Jesus Christ, but you must be 
willing to cut loose from your sin. Kneeting down and 
praying, then deliberately going and sinning in ‘the 
same way again is proof that you are not willing to 
give up the sin. The more you give up to it, the 
weaker you become, and the more you use the power 
of God, the more will you be able to throw off the 
power of sin. “Each victory will help you some other 
to win,” is the verse we sing. 

I very much fear you are willing to let God do 
some things that you can do. You must be “willing to 
be willing,” as I heard a preacher put it, and then God 
can work in you, but to want the sin and God too 
is not possible. You must make your choice, and give 
up the sin that binds you down, then God will step 
in with his almighty power, and you will be a “new 
creature” in Christ Jesus. This. thing that you love 
will become so hateful to you that you will fly to the 
Rock, and hide in the strength and comfort of Christ. 
Don’t try to play with this sin question, but face it 
squarely with your Saviour, and accept the power to 
overcome. Let God overcome for you. Be willing 
to give up the obnoxious sin! It will drag you farther 
and farther away from God: if you do not separate 
yourself from it, by the power of your Redeemer. 
Be willing, I say again, to give it up. Forget all about 
the works you did, and know that the only works that 
count are those that_are done through the Holy Spirit, 
and so wait - God that he can fill you with this 
power that will make you to laugh at the very sug- 
gestion of the sin from the Devil. 

Give it up! Give it up, for God stands ready to 
heip you when you are willing to give it up and to ac- 
cept his power to go on without yielding! Don’t let 
Satan think you are going to follow him, and be a 
weakling; mount up to your privileges in Christ Jesus. 
Be strong, and cut loose from your sin! Go to your 
knees and stay there until this sin is gone! 
two thoughts with you, — God is able; God is willing. 
Are you willing? 

Dear Mother Ruth: How I do love you for giving your 
time and loving interest in helping solve the many prob- 
lems of the girls of today. I am a Christian and love 
my Lord dearly, and am trying so hard to be the kind of 
girl he wants me to be. I am one of the few who haven't 
bobbed their hair. By living close to the Lord and study- 
ing my Bible, I just can’t quite think that it is the right 
thing to do, yet my friends argue with me that the Bible 
refers to a woman having ‘her head shorn, and it’s true. 
So tell me, dear Mother Ruth, would it be wrong for me 


. to have my hair bobbed? I’m just a girl eighteen years 


old, but I do want to do right. And, Mother Ruth, be- 
cause I take this attitude toward bobbed hair, the young 
folks around here (all who have “bobs”) take the attitude 
of “Oh, she thinks she’s too good,” and because I appear 
shocked. at their bold conversation .at parties and blush 
when I play their kissing games, I’m “no good sport.” Oh, 
Mother Ruth, why should these things be so? These 
young people profess to be Christians, too. What’s wrong 
with me? Am I too old-fashioned? I’m left out. I'm 
lonely! I long for good, clean fun, and companionship.— 
TROUBLED BETTY. 


Y DEAR BETTY: I enjoy every minute I 

give to you girls and your problems! I only 
wish I could get you together from all over the world, 
and have a good fellowship with you. : 

I am so glad you love the dear Lord! That is the 
all-important thought, and everything else will work 
out right, when he has your heart. Now let me ask 
you a question. If by studying your Bible and talking 
to God about “bobbed hair,” you come to the thought 
that it is not “the right thing” to bob it, why think 
about it any more? Why not give God the right of 
way in that and keep your hair, as he intended you 
should? Betty, the Devil is trying to rob the girls of 
this land of all that is refined and lovely about woman- 
hood. Don't you get under its spell! Keep yourself 
womanly! Of course they will make sport of you, and 
try to break down your attitude, for you know when 
they do the questionable thing they want company, 
but have the spirit of righteousness that will shed de- 
pendableness about you as a Christian, and let all know 
you have a vision of something better, higher, and 
purer than a mannish woman! God intended you for 
finer things, and/a life that will tell for him, and for 
the things that make for character. The country to- 
day is needing just such girls, and you must not fail 


us. . 

Lonely? That may be, but you will develop into 
a life that will not be blighted, nor will it -be for the 
things of this life, but it will follow the plan God has 
for you as a woman! Read Deuteronomy 22:5; then 
turn to 1 Corinthians 11:15, and see what God thinks 
of these things. Be a womanly woman no matter 
what it costs, and you will live to be called blessed 
by your children. 

Don’t try to copy after the things of the world, for 
how will people be able to tell the worldling from 
God’s children? Uphold all the things that are sacred, 
and, uphold the things that are pure even though you 
may be called “old-fashioned.” Better that than to 
get into the ways and habits of those who are not 
copying after the meek and lowly Jesus. You cannot 
carry the world one day, and then discard it and be 
in fellowship with your Lord the next. Be out and 
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out for your Lord, and you will find “his yoke is easy 
and his burden light.” 

I read in the paper the other day where six boys 
and six girls went to be married, the girls in knickers 
and with bobbed hair, and the clergyman or magistrate 
who was to marry them could not tell the girl from the 
boy. . What a mistake to so give up the womanhood 
that God gave to us, and the refining influences which 
are ours! Bea special girl, and God will lead you into 
paths that do not appear just now, but which will be 
filled with nobleness, virtue, and power to be a mother 
who will be wise and true to her family, and to shed 
happiness in her home. Keep away from the kissing 
games, and keep your demonstrations of affection for 
the one who will be God-given, and do not fool with 
the precious sentiment and instinct which separates you 
from the animal nature. Put a high value on your 
purity, and do not let anyone trifle in these things that 
are made for the highest and best! When the vulgar 
appears in conversation or action, have a standard and 
live up to it, and separate yourself from those who 
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cannot come up to it. Do not class them among -your 
friends, and you will be a blessing in your home, 
school, church, and community! God will make it all 
up to you, if you will trust him to, and the loneliness 
will disappear, as he will bring to you the friends that 
are worth while. God help you to be firm! 

Fun? I know you want fun, and good clean fun, as 
you put it, is your right. Be a leader in what fun is, 
and have the recreation that will build up your sinews 
with health and strength, and will give you a cléar 
brain to study and to be approved of God. Exercise in 
the open; walk, row, skate, love nature, and the things 
that God made, the birds, the animals, the beauties of 
hills, valleys, mountains, sky, stars, and.know you are 
the child of him who has made it all, and it is but his 
“handiwork.” Keep yourself separated from the sor- 
did, groveling, fleshly, selfish life that is becoming 
so much a part of the life of the young people of the 
day. Then you will know what life is. and you will 
yee the companionship of God himself in his Holy 

pirit. 
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It was a memorable occasion when, recently, the Rev. F. B. Meyer, D.D., pastor emeritus of Christ Church, 
London, and one of the foremost non-conformist ministers of Great Britain, stood in the Moody Bible Institute and 
told of his contacts with the founder, Dwight L. Moody and his evangelistic partner. Mr. Runyan, of the Moody 
Bible Institute Extension Department, tells of this notable event. 


HE men who were intimate associates of the 

great evangelist and promoter of Bible educa- 

tion, Dwight L. Moody, are not so many as they 
were. The roll on earth is being marked off as the 
roll of the better world is being made up. Very few 
indeed are left who were as closely associated with the 
early years of Mr. Moody as was Dr. F. B. Meyer, 
of London, Eng., who has just concluded his eleventh 
tour of preaching and teaching upon American soil. 

Dr. Meyer’s more than eighty years seem not to 
have impaired his memory of many beautiful and ‘in- 
spirational events that marked Mr. Moody’s life. And 
when, in loving memory, the living saint becomes rem- 
iniscent of. the .crowned hero, whom he. dearly’ loved, 
there is a glow and charm in the narrative that can- 
not be transferred. to the printed line. 

‘While in Chicago recently Dr.. Meyer. was narrat- 
ing some of his recollections: of Mr. Moody’s early 
visits to the British Isles. The heroic team of workers, 
Moody and Sankey, responded to the invitations that 
had come to them to extend their work to the other 
side of the Atlantic. In 1873 they landed in Britain 
only to find that the man who had invited them to come 
had died while they were on the voyage over. U 
his arrival two telegrams were placed in Mr. Moody’s 
hand reporting the death of his expected host. He 
said to Sankey, “I think the door is shut against us 
and we will have to return to America.” 

But, in God’s good providence, the disappointed 
evangelist thought of Dr. Meyer, who was then a 
pastor at York. Communicating with him the evan- 
gelist asked if he might come on and engage in a mis- 
sion in the Yotk church. That meeting, conducted 
with much blessing, altered most materially the out- 
look and purposes of the York pastor’s life. Con- 
tinuing, Dr. Meyer said: 


“Until then I had been brought up in the school’ 


of the old-fashioned British evangelical circles. I 
was very precise and proper. You know we English- 
men like things to be done in a genteel manner. Mr. 
Moody came into my church with his brusque and di- 
rect manner and his plain attire. I confess that I made 
some changes after that in my pulpit dress. 

“On the front of my church was the announcement 
board. indicating that I was the minister, and all my 
scholastic and honorary titles were indicated. Mr. 
Moody, noticing these, said one day: 

“Dr. Meyer, I have a degree also!’ 

“*Why, Mr. Moody,’ I replied, ‘I did not know 
that you have a degree; what is it?’ 

“‘O-O,’ was the answer, ‘Out-and-out for Christ!’ ” 

The work in York parish continued for three weeks 
with great blessing. The evangelists went on to Edin- 
burgh. When they arrived it was to fyd that the tide 
of blessing had already set in and the final result was 
one of the greatest spiritual movements that Britain 
had known for a long time. 

“T think Mr. Moedy never forgot those days,” our 
visitor said, in a mood of great tenderness, “and it 
linked us together in a very deep fellowship. I re- 
member that once he said to me, ‘All this originated 
in the prayers that we used to have in your little 
vestry in York.’ I can see that little group around 
the table with Moody and Sankey, and how we used 
to pray that God would pour out his blessing !” 

It seems that the cautious Scotchmen were not in- 


A fuller account of Mr. Sankey’s life is his own book, **My Life and the Story of the Gospel Hymns.’ It 
may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, at $2, postage f 5 cents, 


clined to accept Mr. Sankey without some misgivings 
and questionings. They mere Psalm-singers and rather 
adverse tothe use of instruments in services of wor- 
ship. Touching this fact Dr. Meyer related: 

“Mr. Sankey was put in the hands of a Mr. Rees, 

a rather old-fashioned minister, who took him into 
a counting house in the rear of which was a little 
organ. Here was gathered the ‘jury’ on Sankey’s or- 
gan playing. How well I remember when he came 
back to me, full of joy and excitement, declaring, ‘I 
have passed!’ If he had sung mere ‘solos’ they would 
not have: looked at him, but he sang the true Gospel. 
In Edinburgh ‘The Ninety and Nine’ began its won- 
derful mission of the years.” 
_ Fhe ministry of Gospel song took on a new mean- 
ing during those years of Moody and Sankey evan- 
-gelism. -In consequence of this there was a. great 
demand for the song books that they used.- Touching 
this point Dr. Meyer explained, 

“There was keen criticism of Mr. Moody and Mr. 
Sankey on the ground that they received revenue from 
the sale of the song books. We then formed a com- 
pany, of which I am a director, and we have continued 
to publish these books through the years. We have 
issued millions, but never a penny has ever gone to 
either Moody or Sankey. Everything was invested in 
those magnificent buildings which are now in North- 
field, and also in the origin of the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute of Chicago.” 

According to Dr. Meyer England “discovered” 
Moody .in advance of New York, Boston, or Phila- 
delphia. But over there the press was against him at 
first, as were also the dignitaries of the church. They 
could not readily accept this plain man who some- 
what mistreated the queen’s English. But at last the 
tide began to turn and the people began to awaken. 

The royal family used to hear Mr. Moody in the 
afternoon meetings in the Opera House, taking their 
séats behind curtains. And at night as many as 20,000 
would gather at Agricultural -Hall. It is reported 
that at one of these services William E. Gladstone, the 
great Christian statesman, sat on. one side of the 
speaker. On the other side was Matthew Arnold, the 
well-known skeptic and Orientalist. At the close of 
the sermon Gladstone said, “I am glad that I have 
lived to hear the Gospel preached as it was today.” 
And Arnold replied, “I would give my right hand to 
believe all that that man has said!” The mighty 
meetings in England helped America to realize what 
a wonderful gift from Ged the great evangelist was. 

“How well I remember the last time that I was with 
the beloved Sankey,” continued Dr. Meyer. “It was 
when he was near the end, very ill, and very weak. 
He had been blind for a number of years. There, 
in his New York home, I visited him. His wife was 
fanning him that hot summer afternoon. When I 
was about to go he protested and said, ‘You are not 
going until I sing for you, are you?’ I replied that 
he was too weak to sing. But he responded that he 
must sing for me, and how sweetly he sang, “There'll 
be no dark valley when Jesus comes’! And he sang the 
entire song, the four stanzas. What an inspiration 
and comfort was the life of the beloved: Sankey to 
multitudes of people!” 

Stepping again from the past into the present _our 
visitor, who had delivered a number of gripping Bible 
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Luke a : 8-20 


messages to the hundreds of students who gathered 
in the famous old Moody auditorium, said: ; 

“T am full of amazement at this, the Moody Bible 
Institute. I have traveled all over the world and I can 
sincerely say that I have found nothing like it. The 
calittede interests that converge here and are dealt 
with in the power of the Gospel of Christ is simply 
beyond my furthest thought, and I think if Mr. Moody 
could only know what is being done, could know of 
the harvest of his sowing, even in Heaven itself he 
would have a new song. I am not speaking without a 
good deal of inquiry, and the more I know of this 
marvelous institution the more thankful I am to have 
known its origin, and now to see its abiding vigor. 
So often the inspiration of a man passes with his death, 
because there are no men to take up and develop his 
ideals, but I must say that God has blessed and made 
possible the fulfillment of the Moody ideals beyond 
what he ever dared to dream.” 

The venerable saint seemed to have come to a mood 
that suggested an end of further conversation. As 
we were leaving his presence we could but marvel at 
the glorious ministry that God has permitted him to 
exercise,-so generously and unselfishly, in numerous 
journeys among the nations of. the earth, bearing 
everywhere and always the glad tidings of the King- 
dom: of God-and of his Christ. 

CHICAGO. 


a 
Jerusalem, the City of Peace 
its turbulent career, the paradox of the ages 

5 By Milton B. Lindberg 


66] ERUSALEM, ‘The City of the Great King.’ 
How and why the city of Jerusalem was called 
by the name it Bears is one of the mysteries that 

must remain forever wfisolved. The name ‘Jerusalem’ 
means the Habitation of Peace, and yet throughout the 
ages, the sounds of war and the h.of arms have 
ever filled.the surrounding valleys, and its streets have 
reverberated with the clamor and collision of armed 
men,” 

’ Thus begins an article in the Palestine Annual, 1925- 
26, p. 5. Then on a following page are listed, begin- 
ning with. the .time of David, forty-six “blockades, 
—— destructions, and sieges suffered by the Holy 

aty”é 

BC. 
1. By David, about 1000. 
~2. Plunder’ of the Temple and City by Shoshenk I 
- of Pe about 930 (1: Kings 14: 25f; 2 Chron. 
12-2 


3. Partial overthrow ‘by. Jehoash of Israel about ~ 


790 (2 Kings 14: 13ff). 
4. Attack by Aram and N. Israel about 734. 
5. ‘Siege by *Sennacherib, 7e1. 
6. Surrender to Nebuchadnezzar, 597. 
7. His siege and destruction, 587-6: 
8. Sack by the Persians, 350. 
9. Destruction by Ptolemy Sotar, 320 (Appian, Syr. 


350). 2 
10. Siege of Akra by Antiochus Epiphanes III, 198. 
11. Capture by Jason,.170. ~~ — 
12, Destruction by Antiochus Epiphanes, 168. 
13. Siege of AKra and the Temple, 163-2. 
14. Siege of Akra, 146. ° 
15. Siege and levelling of walls by Antiochus VII, 


134. ~ 
- 16. Unsuccessful siege by the Nabateans, 65. 
17. Siege, capture and destruction by Pompey, 63. 
18. Sack of Temple by Crassus, 54. ; 
19. Capture by Parthians, 40. ts 
20. Siege and partial destruction of Herod and Sos- 
ius, 37. 


1. Insurrection and some ruin on the visit of Florus, 


5. 
2. Unsuccessful siege by Cestus Gallus, 66. 
3. The great siege and destruction by Titus, 70. 
4. Seizure by the Jews under Bar Chocheba, 131. 
5. Capture and devastation by Hadrian, 132. 
6. Capture and plunder by Chosroes the Persian, 614. 
7. Recapture by Heraclius, 628 
8. Occupation by Omar 637. 
g. Capture by Moslem rebels, 842. 
10. Ruin of Christian buildings, 937. 
11. Occupation by.the Fatimite Dynasty, 969. 
12. Destruction by Khalif Hakim, roro. 
13. Occupation by the Seljuk Turk, 1075. 
14. Siege and capture by Afdhal, 1006. 
15. Siege, capture, and massacre by Godfrey, 100 
16. Occupation by Saladin, 1187. 
17. Destruction of walls, 1210. 
18. Capture by the Emir of Kerak, 1229. 
19. Surrender to Frederick II, 1239. 
20. Capture by the Kharesmians, 1244. 
21. Plunder by Arabs, 1480. 
22. Occupation by Turks, 1547. 
23. Bombardment by Turks, 182s. 
24. be age by Ibrahim Pasha, the Egyptian, 
1831. 
25. Reoccupation by the Turks, 1841" 
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26. Deliverance of Jerusalem by Field Marshal Vis- 
count Allenby, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., December 11, 
1917. 


Canagmy city have had a more turbulent career ? 

Yet with what sublime faith throughout every vicis- 
situde have the prophets of God not feared to proph- 
esy for the City of Peace more disasters for her sins, 
and at the same time to predict permanent restoration 
with the Son of David forever on the throne! 

In God’s revelation through his Word names of 
places as well as of men are often foreordained so as 
to be prophetic of their future history. 

The city’s earliest history is presented to us in con- 
nection with Melchizedek, “first being by interpreta- 
tion King of righteousness, and after that also King 
of Salem, which is, King of peace’ (Heb. 7:2). The 


peaceful reign of him who was the type, both priest . 


and king, prefigured the reign in righteousness of his 
great Antitype when Jerusalem shall be indeed “a quiet 
habitation.” 

Marvelous patience of God! . The Canaanitish name 
of the city was Jebus, which means a place trodden 
under foot. Yet in spite of the centuries of being 
trodden under foot, our God dares to call his be- 
loved city “Jerusalem,” which means also’ (according 
to Hiscox) “Vision of peace.” 

The places of sacred memory to the Jew, including 
the Temple site, are yet in the hands of Moslems. 
The British government by its mandatory power has 
guaranteed to “maintain and protect” present rights 
of possession of the sacred places. Behind the British 
mandate is the League of Nations. Yet our God 
grandly dares to say: 

“And it shall come to pass in the last days, that 
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established 


he 


in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hilis; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many 
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And 
he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people: and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more” (Isa. 2: 2-4). 

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem’ | 

Mount LesaAnon, Syria. 


w 
Miss Flint’s Appreciation 
ANY will recall the life-story of Miss Annie 
Johnson Flint told in The Sunday School Times 
of October 30. Since that time, letters have been 
flooding into Miss Flint’s little room, and so she writes: 

“Annie Johnson Flint wishes to thank all who have 
responded to the article in the Times, by expressions 
of sympathy and interest, gifts and orders. 

“The hundreds of letters still pouritig in make a 
personal. reply to each impossible at present, but she 
hopes in time to make some return to all. 

“She begs the writers to be patient if answers are 
delayed. The necessity of reprinting a number of 
cards and the fact that a new edition of the books 
was in process of printing have hindered deliveries, 
but she will fill all orders for, which there is time as 
qttickly and as fully as possible.” 








As Revival Fires Burn in Drome, France 


Blessing and victory at the Fourth Drome 
Conference, held at Dieulefit 


aaneaanna 


By Pastor Jean Waelti 
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Three workers of the Belgian Gospel Mission attended the Fourth Drome Conference in southern France last 


September. 


Pastor Waelti gives an account of the conference and a brief history’ of the revival movement out of 


which it has grown. His article has been translated into English by Philip E. Howard, Jr., son of the President 
of The Sunday School Times, who, with A. Antomarchi, accompanied Pastor Waelti to the conference. 


churches of the Reform, in France, among the 
descendants of those who suffered much for 
the truth, and who “loved not their lives unto the 
death.” I had the privilege of attending the Fourth 
Drome Conference held September 13-19, this year, 
at Dieulefit, a small town pleasantly situated in the 
mountains in the Department of Drome. The meet- 
ings were very evidently blessed of God. But before 
speaking of them, let us glance back over the cir- 
cumstances that brought about the organization of this 
Conference. . 
In August, 1922, a breath from the Spirit of God 
passed over a region from which spiritual life seemed 


A cisecies movement is showing itself in the 


to have completely disappeared. -The places of wor-. 


ship, closed up and in a deplorable.condition, showed 
the indifference’ for divine things felt by the inhabit- 
ants of these districts. The cultivation of lavender 
seemed more necessary to them, and certainly more 
remunerative, than the development of their souls. 
But if men had forgotten God, and had, as it. were, 
left him out of the program of their lives, God had 
not forgotten them. Through: special circumstances 
he had prepared an instrument for himself, and in his 
time he sent him into the midst of the dry bones to 
revive them. Consciences were suddenly awakened, 
souls came out of their torpor and inquired about the 
way of salvation. In the house of God meetings took 
place in which the. Holy Spirit. manifested his power 
in humbling ‘sinners and in leading them to the feet 
of the Crucified One. 

The revival had come. Soon it spread and reached 
several young ministers who entered into the move- 
ment. They set to work zealously, but not without 
trembling, for it was no longer a question of merely 
preparing sermons and giving them out from the pul- 
pit, but rather of taking «ap the struggle against the 
powers of darkness, and of tearing sinners away from 
the prince of this world to enlist them in the great 
and glorious army of the redeemed of Jesus Christ. 
To reach this goal the Missionary Brigade (for so it 
has been named) was not afraid to carry the good 
Word into moving picture halls, and to advertise its 


meetings by means of posters attached to small autos.-- 


This work has been marvelously blessed of God, and 
in some villages sinners who have been awakened and 
saved meet together to strengthen their faith by study- 
ing the Word of God and by prayer. 

The practical results of the revival have been mani- 
fested, too. Here are men who, with their spiritual 
leader, became masons and painters, and who spent 
three weeks in restoring their old, dilapidated church, 
singitg hymns as they worked. Now the house of 
Godsis clean and inviting; one breathes there a sweet 
savor of ‘holiness and love. Contrary to what the 


Pharisees did in our Lord’s time, our brethren first 
cleaned the inside, while they were waiting for the 
opportunity to harmonize the exterior with the in- 
terior. 

In one village the church had been closed for four- 
teen years and half covered with rubbish from a neigh- 
boring property. Inhabitants of the town who were 
asked where it was did not know it existed. It was 
necessary to ask the help of: an old person to dis- 
cover it, and then to dig a trench to reach the door and 
to open it, for it was obstructed half-way up by 
mounds of earth. Since the revival the message of 
the love of God has been proclaimed there and joyous 
hymns of worship and praise go up from the hearts 
and lips of those who have learned to know Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour and Master. 

In another place, when they opened the door of a 
church that had been closed for seven years, it was 
only to discover that the hall had been transformed 
into a pool of stagnant -water in which the benches 
floated about. But the revival came; souls got right 
with God, and the altar of God was raised from its 
ruins.. The lugubrious silence of this tomb has been 
replaé@d by the thankful notes of those who extol the 
greatness and love of the Saviour who led them out 
of darkness into his marvelous light. 

The revival has come and the dance hall has been 
left; the village feast now has as participants only 
the Catholics who are found in certain districts. Con- 
tributions for the maintenance of the church services, 
which were formerly obtained with difficulty and partly 
by means of sales, have tripled; the o'd system of 
sales has been abandonéd, and replaced by voluntary 
giving. 

It was to meet the needs of the newly converted 
ones and to strengthen them in their faith that the 
first Conference was organized at Dieulefit in 1023. 
It was followed by a second Conference in 1924, which 
was held at La Motte-Chalancon, a village somewhat 
distant from the principal centers and difficult to 
reach; and then by a third, called at Dieulefit in 1925; 
and finally by a fourth, which has just taken place 
in the same town. 

Every year the number of delegates has increased. 
People have come not only from different parts of 
France, but from Switzerland, Belgium, and England. 


This year we saw there many ministers and mission- - 


aries and perhaps a dozen theological students. The 
managers had to accomplish a real feat to succeed in 
lodging the two hundred outsiders, and to provide suf- 
ficient and nourishing food for all. We admired the 
excellent organization and rejoiced in the spirit of 
brotherly love that reigned during those blessed days 
The meetings of 1925 had made a deep impression 
upon us and had beer’ marked by great blessings. Those 
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of 1926 were full of comfort and encotifagement for 
all. We felt conscious of a supernatural hfe, outside 
and above the world with its petty things and wicked- 
ness of every sort. We partook as on a mountain of 
the communion of saints, and breathed the pure, exhil- 
arating atmosphere of the presence of the Lord. That 
is why we are glad to impart to those who could not 
be there the blessings we experienced by giving them 
an echo of this gathering of brethren. 

The Conference was opened on Monday, September 
13, with a brief review of the preceding conferénces, 
their spirit, the subjects dealt with, and their progress 
as to the number of delegates; and the announcement 
of the subject chosen for 1926. This subject was: 
The Cross, the center of the Gospel, the subject of 
apostolic preaching and of evangelical testimony in 
all ages. 

Each morning one aspect of this subject was pre- 
sented in a carefully prepared study; each afternoon 
this study was followed by an open meeting. How- 
ever, for three afternoons a brother from England led 
these open meetings and emphasized the necessity of 
being born of the Spirit in order to live the new life, 
that of the Spirit, the resurrection life. 

In the first study dealing with the Cross we were 
shown that the Cross of Christ is the central fact of , 
Christianity, and not merely an idea or a doctrine. 
The introduction emphasized particularly the import- 
ance that the Lord Jesus attributed to his sufferings, 
of which he spoke to his disciples from the beginning 
of his ministry, and of which he affirmed the necessity 
and the redemptive purpose. His death was the ran- 
som paid for all, the basis of the covenant made with 
us, and the power that frees us from sin. 

The second study showed us that the Cross is the 
great revelation of sin. Our attention was directed 
especially to Simon of Cyrene, who, the Synoptic Gos- 

s tell us, was-forced to carry the Cross of the Lord 
) onda The introduction was intended to give us a 
clear insight into the thoughts, feelings, and emotions 
that this man must have experienced, who, in spite 
of himself, had become a spectator and an actor in this 
great drama. The crucifixion of the Lord must have 
been for Simon not only a revelation of sin, but a 
revelation of his sin. The Cross of Christ proclaims 
the truth in respect to sin and the sinner. 

The third day the important truth of atonement was 
taken up. First, its necessity; the atonement meets 
the need felt by the guilty man to cover his sin when 
his conscience is awakened. It meets God’s right- 
eous demand for an atonement adequate to cover the 
offense. The atonement brings not only forgiveness, 
but purification from sin, the wiping out and the taking 
away of sin (John 1:29). Second, its nature; the 
Lord Jesus was the Son of God. His offering was 
divine. Third, the love of God shown by the atone- 
ment. It was the fruit of the supernatural love of 
the most loving Father. ’ 

Then we were invited to consider the Cross in the 
Christian life. The Cross of Jesus Christ shows the 
necessity of dying to oneself; of crucifixion of self, 
the great enemy, the cause of all our weaknesses; this 
self must be completely undone. The Lord Jesus wants 
to exercise his power in the very center of our being. 
The cross of the Christian is just the Cross of Jesus 
Christ put into his life. In the prayer-meeting held 
before this study hour, the Cross was upheld as the 
one remedy for the sicknesses of the soul, the only 
means of healing spiritual maladies such as doubt, a 
lack of joy, or the weakening of the will. 

The subject of the last day was the victory of the 
Cross. The life of Paul manifests this victory: first, 
over human intelligence, and secondly, over the human 
will. We noted especially on that day these three 
points: one must learn the truth with the mind; one 
must understand the truth with the heart;®nd one 
must seize the truth by faith. 

The most outstanding days of this Conference were 
Thursday and Saturday. Friday was partly spoiled 
by an attack on the part of the Modernists, which 
brought forth a firm answer from the leaders of the 
Conference, but which produced uneasiness and some 
real suffering. But Saturday brought us victory, and 
the evening meeting was the climax of that fine day. 
Ninety-seven people responded to the appeal that was 
made, and they signed a decision card, thereby declar- 
ing that they were giving themselves to Jesus Christ 
and that they wished to serve him faithfully. | 

The Conference was clo on Sunday with the 
Lord’s Supper, in which several hundred people tcok 
part. In the afternoon the young people heard sev- 
eral talks on the subject, “The Call of Christ.” A 
number answered this call, which must have rejoiced 
the heart of the Lord and the angels who sing with 
joy when a soul is saved. 

We bless God for the privilege he gave us in allow- 
ing us to attend once again these blessed meetings at 
Dieulefit. We enjoyed there true brotherly fellowship 
and we saw once more the work of the Spirit of God. 
We know that there are souls in France who are com- 
ing to themselves, who are beginning to see that Mod- 
ernism brings about spiritual death. Many bits of 
news were brought to our notice that rejoiced our 
hearts. Brethren in Christ, pray for the churches of 

France that they may become torches that will send 
out the light over this great and beautiful land. 


Brussets, Betcrum. 
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| The Victorious Life | 














Said at a Conference 


HOSE who attend Victorious Life Conferences 

at America’s Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J., at 
Philadelphia, and elsewhere, find them to be rich feasts 
of the good things of God’s Word, as the speakers and 
leaders make plain the marvelous provision in Christ 
for cleansing, for victory over sin, and. for power in 
service.- The paragraphs that follow are nuggets of 
truth from messages given at several of these con- 
ferences. 


A missionary speaker said: “Will you read Gala- 
tians 2:20 with me?” All read together: “I am cru- 
cified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me.” “And for 
the Arabs, and for the Persians, and for the In- 
dians, and for the Chinese, and for the Africans, and 
for the whole world,” continued the missionary. It 
was an unexpected and unforgettable application of 
God’s missionary call made to every member of the 
body of Christ. 


There is no place in the plan of God for the 
betterment of the old creation. There is only one 
place for the.old creation, and that is the cross. 


When our Lord went to the cross, he took with 
him more than our sins: he tock with him our old 
man, and dealt with it satisfactorily. 


“Save thyself and come down from the cross”—that 
will be the constant temptation to you. 


I hear the world saying to the children of God to- 
day, “Except I see the print of the nails in you, I 
will not believe.” 


_ Sometimes people seem to think that you are only 
living the victorious lifé when you’re on the crest 
of the wave. You are sometimes most victorious 
when you are being submerged and come up with a 
smile on your face. 


A man once said: “A fortnight ago my sister got 
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converted, and I wish she’d get unconverted, for the 
house has been dirty ever since.” 


Do you know how to spell “joy”? 
and Y for you, and nothing in between. 


What is holiness? Holiness is when the Holy One 
entirely fills his temple. 


Following the Lamb is the sign of discipleship. 
Following the Lamb whithersoever he goeth is the 
test of discipleship. 


What the world needs today is not more talkers, 
but more walkers. 


The most eloquent talker is the man who follows 
the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. 


_A Christian does not refuse the gift of Christ’s 
life; but he may refuse Christ the gift of his life. 


The Coptic priests in Egypt, when they receive a 
young man into the priesthood, recite over him the 
prayers that they recite over the dead. They con- 
sider him now dead unto the world, and alive unto 
God only. {Should not we, enlightened Christians, 
have as high a standard as the beclouded Coptic 
priests ?} 


Do you know that it is as true of me as it was 
of Jesus Christ, “No man taketh it [my life] from 
me; I have power to lay it down”? 


Zeal is not hot-headed; it is hot-hearted. 
we 


Calendar of 1927 Conferences 


J for Jesus, 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, . 


and to pray for, meetings addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 


Philadelphia, January. 19-22, 1927.—Winter Conference, 
Chambers-Wylie Presbyterian Church, Broad Street below 
Spruce. 

Keswick, N. J., June 25 to July 3.—Student Conference. 

ei “July 9-17.—Victorious Life Conference. 
July 23-31.— et | “ * 
August 6-14.— “ ss . 
“ “« Au: 20-28.— “ “ “ 
September 2-5.—Labor Day Week-End Con- 
ference. 


Full information as to the above: Conferences may 


‘ be had by addressing the Victorious Life Testimony, 


~ J Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 








by a live Sunday-school class 








Building Attendance by a Visiting Committee | 


How publicity worx was given a personal touch 


— t 


By Leslie E. Dunkin 











HE visiting committee has put a_ personal 

touch to the publicity work for the Gleaners 

‘Sunday-school class, that has helped to hold a 
high average attendance for the group and has been 
of untold benefit to the entire Sunday-school and: 
church. No direct expense was incurred for the class 
by the plans of the visiting committee. Telephone calls’ 
and personal visits have been the means used to oper- 
ate their organization and to keep their class, school, 
and church before the community. - - : 

The visiting committee merely directs the visiting 
work of the class. Each member of the small group 
is in charge of an equal number of the membership 
names. Where two members live next door to each 
other, one having a telephone in the house and the 
other not having a telephone, they are placed in the 
same group. Thus the visiting committee member can 
telephone to the one member the message for both of 
them. Most of the members can be reached by the 
use of the telephone. 

The Gleaners have pledged either a half day or an 
evening each week for visiting. This is considered 
as much a part of their Sunday-school work as at- 
tending the Sunday morning class session, or putting 
money into the class offering. Each new member to 
the group is expected to make the same pledge to the 
visiting committee. The friendly spirit is so strong 
in the class that no one has failed to make the pledge, 
and only a very few -have failed any week to pay 
their visiting pledge to the class. Where they have 
failed one wéek, it is usually made up the following 
week by doing double time at the visiting. 

Each week the members of the visiting committee 
broadcast by telephone to the names in their group, 
the names of those who were absent from the class 
that_week. Each member of the class either calls 
by telephone or makes a personal visit at the home 
of the absentee during that week. If there is any 
sickness among the members, their names are sent out 
by the visiting committee and the class members call 
on them. 


New families moving into the community are visited 


by members of the Gleaners class shortly after they 
are settled, irrespective of their church connections. 
At more or less regular intervals the visitors make 2 
neighborhood canvass of the community. 

At first each member was supposed to visit each 


other member at least once every six months, but 
their numbers have increased so that the time has been 
extended to eighteen months. These calls are made 
no matter whether. the member has been absent or not. 

The class members report each week to some mem- 
ber of the committee the visiting they have done and 
what direct results have been accomplished, if amy. 
These reports are made as’ regularly at the close of 
each week as the assignments are sent out the first 
of the week. If the reports fail to come, the visiting 
committee members call the delinquent members by 
telephone for the reports. The reports often include 
suggéStions or information that is of assistance to 
other workers. At the regular business meetings of 
the Gleaners, the visiting committee has a report of 
the work done, the results accomplished, and plans 
for. the future. 

The class members do their visiting in teams of two 
each. This trains them in working together. They 
are encouraged to change their visiting partners from 
time to time, so they will become well acquainted with 
all the members of the class. The visiting is more 
likely to be done with two going together than with 
the members going alone. More than two makes the 
number of visitors a little large, spoiling the friendli- 
ness and close companionship fer the home that has 
been visited. 

The visits or calls made by the Gleaners are not 
formal affairs. At first it appears to be a friendly 
and neighborly. visit. During the course of the con- 
versation, the topic is turned, without any conscious 
effort, toward Sunday-school and class work. . Where 
they know that the family is lined up and is active 
in some other Sunday-school, no mention is made of 
their Sunday-school or class work, except possibly in 
a friendly way —exchanging information and ideas 
with the other Sunday-school workers. Where they 
find that the family goes to another school, the visitors 
congratulate them on being -active in Sunday-school 
work. The visit then continues as a friendly, neigh- 
borly visit without any thought of stealing members 
from other schools. There is always a wish expressed 
that the people in the home, that is being visited, will 
return the visit at some future time. 

The results of the visiting have not been spectacular, 
but have been healthy. The visiting spirit, that is 
carried on turing each week, is seen during the Sun- 
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Lesson for December 19 
Luke 2 : 8-20 











day-school and church time on Sundays. The church, 
school, and class have gained a reputation for being 
a friendly group. 

The visiting throughout the entire community has 
raised the religious and Sunday-school standards and 
ideals of the people. Other schools and churches have 
been benefited from the Gleaners’ visits, but the great- 
est benefit has come to their own class, school, and 
church. 

The visitors are able to work for the church and the 
school as well as for their own class, They havé co- 
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operated with the pastor of the church in his pastoral 
work, The absentees and the sick people of other 
classes and of the church congregation are often 
reached by the visitors. Prospective members for 
other classes have been found and reported to the 
proper workers, together with a personal invitation 
from the visitors to come to the Sunday-school. 

The program of the visiting committee gives each 
member of the Gleaners class something to do —one 
of the best things for any Sunday-school class. 


Huntrncton, Inp, 








Reading the Bible 


How it may be done simply and with great blessing 





Through in a Year 


By George T. B. Davis 














M3* Christians do not realize the rich blessing 
‘A of soul and delight of mind that come from 
reading the Bible through once each year. _ 

_.To many it would appear to be a strenuous under- 
taking, but in reality it is very simple. By reading 
three chapters daily, and five on Sunday, and dividing 


the 119th Psalm into eleven portions of sixteen verses . 


each, one can complete the reading of the Bible through 
in twelve months. 

Recently, a little card has been prepared which can 
be conveniently kept in one’s Bible and which gives 
the list of chapters to be read each week during the 
year. “It is called the Annual Bible Calendar, and for 
the convenience of Sunday School Times readers the 
text of the card is reprinted. The cards themséives 
will*shortly be available. For information and prices 
please address the Christian Alliance Publishing Com- 
pany, 260 West Forty-fourth Street, New York City, 


Annual ‘Bible Calendar 


A plan for reading the entire Bible through in a 
year by reading three chapters daily and five on Sun- 


_ day, and dividing the 119th Psalm into eleven portions 


of sixteen verses each. 


List oF WEEKLY CHAPTERS TO READ 


BOY SEP Seneg se nciecvcvescotsssed¥ese «»Gen, 1-23 
be er eyeeet re reer trtt. ree: en. 24-46 ~ 
SE, TS a Ss cop vieneaeinecresccevews Gen. 47-Exod. 19 
pe ELLE Oe ee ETE oe Exod. 20-Lev. 2 
SORR.. Bp MOOS Bick. cxpiizs Cv chei ccs ce ceed Lev. 3-25. 
a See rrr er rey nen Lev. 26-Num. 21 
ANNES Fon css eA snee car essdesuscee Num. 22-Deut. 8 
T_T ere eee errr e Deut. 9-31 
te ee eye err ree Deut. 32-Josh. 20 
Pe SOUR ong \cin pu vndete oss 0678s cncens Josh. 21-Judg. 19 
Ws ROOK pics evns esi gtisi vispnesscues Judg. 20-1 Sam. 17 
BEE SOME sv oes 5S eu dcusne Ohabondccéege 1 Sam. 18-2 Sam. g 
MRE MPUNB Ea 0 5560 aor Shs uns Sea 2 Sam. 10-1 Kings 8 
PEs 6K Seavicicnsanpentsesides 1 Kings 9-2 Kings 9 
Soti-eth Sees. furans edbanean ewseesuay z Kings 10-1 Chron. 7 
ETP EO TET 1 Chron. 8-2 Chron, 1 
Ne MEPMIB Locking on chs tcbeeceges baceed 2 Chron. 2-24 
TS ee ee irre ere? 2 Chron. 25-Neh. 1 
ee ee ee re eee Neh. 2-Job 1 
May 14-20 .cccercccccesececccccccccs «Job 2-24 
| RE Oo BR rere Pee aye cor pees Job 25-Psa. § 
DEE ge aati: bere ae oe ree Psa. 6-28 
RESUS TEPIO. sin ts-0c0nepqucsssss ase cesses Psa. 29-51 
fee | at) Ae eee PivtatiessRecect Psa. 52-74 
BRIM TO*OG. Cons dae ctvcccesctssccstoas Psa. 75-97 
OR OS ae eee ees Psa. 98-119 (v. 32) 
MEK BOR Locate ea ctivcoeysdscvteas Psa. 119 (v. 33)-Psa. 13g 
POT IEE cia eds Sarthe caeerstsetorese Psa. 134-Prov. 6 
CS ee ree Prov. 7-29 
FR OED. . asa roca sapuls ds fores vedas e Prov. 30-Isa. 2 
July 30-Aug. Sorrertesteseeeeerteeeees Isa. 2-24 
FEN, .G-8Be oo se sar coe sss cceeiccensys Isa. 25-47 
Aug. 13+19°-25.:.. a TRE Isa. 48-Jer. 4 
PUG. 90-FO oc iw ne sicns ses ctccacvosevccde Jer. 5-27 
ee Rn ee ee eee Peer Jer. 28-51 
PGs i ds Fea codacts cocecteceseet Jer. 52-Ezek. 16 
VEE. EDAID. sedoc each ebcacestesccncsees Ezek. 17-39 
TNC, CAP MEE isn oS os es wariceves clans Ezek. 40-Hos. 2 
A re eee ea eer eee ey Hos. 3-Amos 8 
RS ot ee RR eee ee eee ee ee Amos 9-Hag. 2 
0 2 Sige 8? eee opr erg ere Soe ee ye Hag. 2-Matt. 4 
GR: SEFBI ine vss voceuncotese foes cus aeMReee-S-OF 
OE AOE OG Ws ch vac couse oNNG Fens y ee Matt. 28-Luke 6 
NICE, AAI OW A Uk bc vues fences osc eens Luke 7-John § 
Pe Rak S ~55.c-saaves teccs scenes reswee John 6-Acts 7 
Re ONGC IR yo Vagane ts andl oss Coctecge Acts 8-Rom. 2 
SN, “EQ* OR 5s is. 2 apd oeivescees cbéon Rom. 3-1 €or. 9 
AW: B0-EICCs- 2 > .cees eles coceseeuceses 1 Cor. 10-Gal. g 
PRM. 50. odbc ncdnccncceccedssceseve Gal. 4-2 Thess. 3 
ae ES BSA rer eee 2 Thess. 3-Heb. 7 
5 FPSB 17583 cde iccnccccescnececsscvcwese Heb. 8-1-John 4 
$.~ TAD. (B4-G0. ccccccvocsccapsee€ecsussces 1 John 5-Rev. 19 
MPEGS: GT Cucswcvevocvésaccsccnsescssece Rev. 20-22 


“What is the secret of your success and of your 
power?” I once asked the late Dr. J. Wilbur Chap- 
man. Never can I forget his reply: “I find that I 
have power just in proportion as my soul is saturated 
through and through with the Word of God.” 

When my mother was a little child she followed her 
mother from room to room as she did her housework 
reading aloud to her from the New Testament. She 
remetbered distinctly her mother telling her that when 
she was eight years of age she had read the Testament 
through eight times. 





And for eighty years thereafter my mother, Mrs. 
E. A. R. Davis, continued to delight in and meditate 
upon the Word of God. During the last nineteen years 
of her life, from the age of sixty-nine to eight-eight, 
she followed the practice of reading the Bible through 
each year. Whether she was in America or in China, 
on land or sea, she continued the habit of reading three 
chapters daily and five on Sunday, thus completing the 
reading of the Old and New Testaments each twelve 
months, 

Some years ago a minister in Rothsay, Scotland, 
with whom my mother and I were spending the Lord’s 
Day, told us this true story. 

A young solicitor and his wife on their wedding day 
resolved to read the Bible through once each year as 
long as ‘they lived. They began and continued the 
practice, and the blessing of God rested upon them. 
The young solicitor became the Lord Chancellor of 
England. After his death this sentence was found in 
his journal: “This day my wife and I have finished 
reading the Bible through for the fortieth time; and 
the last time we read tt it was sweeter and more pre- 
cious than ever before.” 

A year and a half ago I told this incident to a group 
of missionaries in Nanking, China. Later one of them 
came up to me and said, “I would like to tell you 
about my father. He was a farmer in the Southern 
States. of America. He read the Bible through once 
each year for fifty years. He had seven sons. Five 
of them became ministers of the Gospel, and two 
elders of the church, and one of the sons has been a 
missionary in (China for more than forty years — and 
I am that son’ 

Near the close of the life of that saint of God, the 
late George Miiller, he told a friend who was visiting 
him of the remarkable manner in which his faith had 
increased during the past quarter of a century. When 
the friend asked Mr. Miiller how it was and why it 
was that his faith had grown so much stronger, he 
went over to a table and raising aloft his worn Bible 
he declared, “My friend, I have read this book through 
more than one hundred times in the last twenty-five 
Books” I know the Book and I know the God of the 

ook 

It is often surprising to find how even boys and girls 
and young people will revel in reading the Bible 
through by this method. I once told a high school lad 
about the plan and he declared he would follow it. 





As Distribution of 
China’s Million Testaments Begins 


NE inevitable result of reading the Word 

is a heart desire to give it out to others. 
Mr. George T. B. Davis not only believes in 
reading the Word but for many years has been 
engaged in actual distribution of Bibles, Testa- 
ments, and Gospels. He is now in China, as 
Director of The Million Testaments for China 
Campaign. 


A cablegram, received from Mr. Davis, just 
as this issue of The Sunday School Times 
closes, reads: 


“Two hundred thousand printed in sheets, 
one hundred thousand bound. Distribution 
begun. Eager reception.” 


Funds for 750,000 Testaments are now in 
hand, but to make possible the printing of the 
entire million Testaments $37,500 is yet needed. 


’ As you praise and thank God that the work 
of distribution has begun, will you not pray 
also that the money for the completion of the 
work may be speedily supplied? 


Gifts may be forwarded either to The Sun- 
day School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, or to John G. Harris, Treasurer, The 
Million Testaments for China Campaign, 119 
South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 
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I told him that if he stuck té"it and read the Bible 
through I wanted him to write me a letter and let me 
know how he succeeded. 

A year later I received a beautiful letter from him 
saying that he had read the entire Bible through and 
that he intended to do it the next year as well. 

Some years ago I offered to give to the young men 
of my Sunday-school class neat, leather-baund, pocket 
Bibles if they would read three chapters daily and five 
on Sunday and carry the Bible with them. The heroic 
nature of the undertaking seemed to appeal to the 
young men and most of them agreed to do.it. Three 
years later three of them declared that they had 
scarcely missed a day in the reading and carrying. 

A few wecks ago I saw one of those three young 
men in Chicago. He has been in the ministry tor a 
number of years and the blessing of God has rested 
upon him in no uncertain manner, ~He told me that 
while he studies the Bible in the original languages 
and by various methods he still continues the habit of 
three chapters a day and five on Sunday. 

The little cards-on which the chauiere to be read 
weekly are listed are quite inexpensive and. could easily 
be given to the members of a class or all in a Sun- 
day-school who would like to follow this simple plan 
One will be 
surprised to find how this method will appeal to young 
people, and often to older ones as well, 


SHANGHAI, CHINA, 
we 


Two Little Parables 
By Howard A. Kelly, M.D., LL.D. 


NE Sunday last summer, at the Union Church in 

Magnetawan, Ont., east of the Georgian Bay, 
where I have been summering for the past thirty-six 
years with my little growing, and now fully grown fam- 
ily of nine, Mr. Thompson of the Bellefonte, Pa., Pres- 
byterian Church, gave an earnest talk.on “The Church 
as an Institution.” He used two helpful illustrative par- 
ables that I would like to pass on, — parables of nature 
which so appeal to us spirits tenantmg mortal bodies, 
as speaking a hidden language which we alone under- 
stand, separating us by an infinite unbridgeable dis- 
tance from the lower animal creation. 

One pregnant parable, and I use the word “parable” 
in its broadest sense, was that of the individualist who 
is so confident he can do more if he works all alone 
and unhampered, — such a one as we occasionally meet 
who sees no use in joining the church and co-operat- 
ing with his fellows, although he professes to be a 
Christian. When war broke out with Germany, to be 
consistent the individualist refuses to enlist in a regi- 
ment and buys his accouterments and starts out all 
alone to annihilate the enemy at the battle front. How 
far would such a man get before being utterly over- 
whelmed! And yet are not Christians just as foolish 
who insist on working in isolation from their fel- 
lows, we who are engaged in waging a far more ter- 
rible warfare than any mere puny human affray 
against the cosmic forces of evil, Satan and his hosts ? 
The Christian’s summons to arms is also an urgent 
call to unity and co-operative effort, “that they may 
be one” under this great Captain who leads his serried 
hosts to victory. 

Another illustration was a more -homely appeal to 
every one who, in the cool of the day, cherishes a 
camp fire such as I now sit by. “One log does not 
burn well by itself, but put two together and youehave 
a fire.’ This morning as I made the fire in my cabin, 


- the one log was almost dying out, but when I ptt a 


dry stick up against it in a short time tongues of flame 
were leaping up the chimney making a bright blaze, 
dissipating the chill of the early hour and tatking the 
cheery language of a lively fire with the accompani- 
ment of the sputterings and cracklings of a hemlock 
log. The more logs I pile on, the bigger, the better, 
and the warmer the fire, each taking heat from, the 
others. I notice, too, that when a single ‘log has al- 
most died down to embers, and smokes and throws 
out gases, I can start a lively blaze by just putting a 
few chips or shavings up against it. Just so do we 

often see some earnest little warm-hearted child of God, 
without any notable talents yet responsible for great 
results when brought into close contact with some one 
with ‘greater ability. The history o€ Christian experi- 
ence is full of such cases; there was the little maid 
who brought such blessing to Naaman’s home, and 
the lad with the loaves and the fishes which he put 
into the Master’s hands, and the lad who saved Pau!'s 
life by reporting the plan to kill him. 

The simple lesson, then, I fain would teach is that of 
a heartier Christian unity and co-operation 2s we work 
in our common Master’s vineyard. 

And brethren, let us cultivate the habit of keeping 
eyes and ears ever open to read the never ending 
wealth of parables in nature which our Father has dis- 
tributed so abundantly on a'l’ sides, that h's Spirit may 
interpret them for ‘our refreshment and blessing as 
we journey homeward, ‘and let not the reproach he 
ours, “Know ye not this parable? and how then will 
ye know all parables ?” 


BALTIMORE. 

















* THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


DECEMBER 


4, 1926 





—=—— 





LESSON 12. DECEMBER I9. THE SAVIOUR’S BIRTH 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 2 : 8-20 
Golden Text.—Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all the people.—Luke 2: 10 




















The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
‘The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
—Phillips Brooks. 


The Historical Setting 


T= birth of our Lord marks the transitian from 
ancient history to modern. From that date mod- 
ern chronology starts. Everything that has hap- 

ned since this is comparatively fixed in the chrono- 

Logical scheme of things, while everything that has 

happened before is relatively uncertain as to its exact 

date, 

Without going into the details of Biblical chron- 
ology we may rve that about the time of our 
Lord’s birth there was a general expectation that 
something was about to happen. This arose, no doubt, 
mainly, if not entirely, through the diffusion of the 
knowledge of Old Testament prophecy, and especially 
the Book of Daniel. From the first year of Cyrus 
to the cutting off of the Messiah was to be 483 years 
(Dan. 9:25). However uncertain men may have been 
at that time as to exactly how long ago it was since 
Cyrus ascended the throne of Persia, yet they knew 
it must be about five centuries. The Messiah was 
about due. They were like people waiting to meet a 
train. They have the time schedule in their hands. 
But they are not quite sure about their watches. So 
they might easily fix on the wrong train. As a mat- 
ter of fact, many of the people who were full of curi- 
Osity and expectancy did fix upon the wrong Messiah. 
"Fhe Herodians regarded Herod the Great as the prom- 
ised Messiah. He was the sort of Messiah they could 
understand. His reign, roughly at any rate, synchron- 
ized with the prophecy. He was all the Messiah they 
could appreciate. : ; 

With regard to his second coming Jesus himself 
has forewarned us that there will be false christs 
then. 
will be liable to make the same sort of mistake as 
was made by so many at the time of Christ’s first 
advent. = 

In view of the uncertainty as to pre-Christian chron- 
ology to which I have referred, there is some difficulty 
in fixing the actual date of the nativity. We are sure 
that it took place before the death of Herod (Matt. 2: 
1). Now Josephus, the Jewish historian, has some- 
thing to tell us about Herod’s death. While the king 
was dying he gave the savage command that the high 
priest should be burned to death. Josephus records 
that this dreadful sentence was carried out and he adds 
that there was an eclipse of the moon that same night. 
He further informs us that Herod died very soon after 
and just before the passover, 4 B. C. Confirmation of 
this has been found in the fact that rn astronomy 
has calculated that a partial eclipse, visible at Jeru- 
salem, took place on the night of March 12-13, 4 B. C, 
We may venture to take it for granted that Herod 
died shortly before April 10, 4 B. C., for that was 
the date of the paschal full moon that year. This 
leaves us with the question, How long before Herod’s 
death did the nativity take place? “Working back- 
ward notice that the holy family was in Egypt when 
Herod dicd (Matt. 2:15). Matthew’s statement seems 
to imply that they had been there some considerable 
time, 

Prior to their going down into Egypt they recejved 
the visit from the Magi. This took place at Bethle- 
hem (Matt. 2:8). To Bethlehem, therefore, the fam- 
ily must have returned from the visit to Jerusalem 
recorded in Luke 2: 22, which did not take place un- 
til the days of the mother’s purification according to 
the Law had been accomplished. A reference to Le- 
viticus 12 will show that these days of purification 
covered just six weeks, , 

We therefore conclude that the birth of Christ took 
place at least three or four months earlier than Herod’s 
death. This would bring the nativity to about our 
Cifristmas time. But many students think that it was 
before this. It is probable that the sheep were not kept 
out after about October. It has also been suggested 
that it would be congruous with the typical foreshad- 
owings of Scripture that the birth of Messiah should 
have taken place at the Feast of Tabernacles, about 
September. In his book “The Magi,” Lieutenant- 
Colone} Mackinlay of the British Army has argued with 
great ability that the Star of the East was a specially 


Those who are actuated merely by curiosity . 
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8 And there were shepherds in the same country abiding 
in the field, and keeping 1 watch by night over their flock. 
9 And an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
10 And the angel said untc them, Be not afraid: 
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which 
shall be to all the people: 11 for there is born to you this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is 2 Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this is the sign ‘unto you: Ye shall find a 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothez, and lying in a manger. 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, 


And on earth * peace among ‘men in whom he is well 
pleased. 


15 And it came to pass, when the angels went away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this * thing that 
is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto 
us. 16 And they came with haste, and found both Mary 
and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger. 17 And 
when they saw it, they made known concerning the say- 
ing which was spoken to them about this child. 18 And 
all that heard it wondered at the things which were spoken 
unto them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these 
“sayings, pondering them in ber heart. 20 And the shep- 
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen, even as it was spoken 
unto them. . 
1Or, night-watches. *Or,~ Anointed Lord. * Many 

ancient authorities read, peace, good pleasure among 

— *Gr., men of good pleasure, Or, saying. * Or, 

things. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








brilliant appearance of the planet Venus. He fur- 
ther urges that the nativity took place not in Septem- 
ber 5 B. C. but in the same month of 8 B. C, The whole 
volume (Hodder -and Stoughton, London) will repay 
careful study by teachers. y, 

Two things will perhaps emerge from a comparison 
of the teachings of those who have written on this 
fascinating theme. The first is that our present Christ- 
mas Day is almost certainly not the anniversary of our 
Lord’s birth; the second, that perhaps God has al- 
lowed the date of the birth to be a matter of con- 
troversy in order to throw all the emphasis upon the 
fact and date of the death. 

As to the first point, it seems to be clear that De- 
cember 25 was not adopted as the birthday of Christ 
until after A. D. 300. When the date was thus fixed 
by the Church, it is quite possible that was the Chris- 
tianizing of an earlier pagan observance. The winter 
solstice occurs in December, and sun worship has al- 
ways made much of this period of the year when the 
sun is, as it were, born anew. 

The Romans had a festival which they called Bru- 
malia. This word is derived from the Latin brevis — 
short —and refers to the shortest day of the year, 
It is likely that this Roman festival was in its turn 
adopted from the Mithras worship of the East. Mith- 
raism also became blended to some extent with Chris- 
tianity, especially during the rapidly increasing cor- 
ruption of the fourth century. Many of its ancient 
notions and rites passed over into the church, and the 
birthday of the sun, the visible manifestation of 
Mithras, as it was supposed to be, was. transferred to 
the commemoration of the birthday of Christ. 

So on the one hand we have certainty as to the fact 
of the nativity coupled with a great deal of uncer- 
tainty as to the exact date and time. Let the teacher 
be quite clear in his own mind as to the distinction 
between these two things. It is a good opportpnity to 
bear in mind the old adage not to let the things we do 
know be rendered uncertain by the things we do not 
know. 

But there is a more general, and in some ways a 
More important, question than that of the date of the 
nativity. Paul reminds us that it was “whén the ful- 
ness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son” 
(Gal. 4:4). Let us consider 2 little what this means 
and in what ways it was true. This should appeal 
especially to our older scholars. 

1. It was true prophetically. In spite of ail smaller 
uncertainties as to the exact dates foretold, it is quite 
evident that roughly the prophetic period had run out. 

2. Ethically also the time was at the full. The 
moral condition of the world was such that society 





-- pected of an apologetic bias or an edifying tone. 


seemed to be rushing to destruction. The terrible pic- 
ture of Romans 1 does not give an exaggerated idea 
of the Roman world at that time. The best and noblest 
men among the heathen regarded suicide as the one 
alleviation of life’s troubles that was open to them. 

3. Politically the time was ripe. The pax Romana 
covered the whole civilized world just then as ‘never 
before or after. The Mediterranean had become a 
Roman lake. Military roads had been laid to all parts 
of the Roman Empire. Every preparation had been 
made by which the Gospel message might be borne 
from land to land. The Jews, too, were scattered 
just then in every part of the Empire. The local 
synagogues formed for some years after Pentecost 
the natural starting point for Gospel preaching, 

5. Linguistically the time was full. The Greek lan- 
guage was understood from one end of the Mediter- 
ranean to the other, The common Greek, as it was 
called — not the language of classical antiquity — was 
the lingua franca of the whole Empire. The vehicle 
was ready, in God’s providence, which was to convey 
“the message far and wide. Professor J. H. Moulton 
has written concerning this feature: “The gramma- 
rian adds that this was the only period when a single 
language was understood thfoughout the countries, 
which counted for the history of that Empire. The 
historian and the grammarian must, of course, refrain 
from talking about Providence. They would be sus- 
We 
will only remark that some old-fashioned people. are 
disposed to see in these facts a sign in its way as in- 
structive as the gift of tongues.” 

Further in this connection it should be noted that 
the Old Testament had perhaps for nearly two cen- 
turies been available for the whole world through the 
medium of the Septuagint Greek version. 

The Expository Meaning 

Chapter 2:8.—Abiding in the field —literally, mak- 
ing the field their courtyard. It implies that they were 
accustomed to spending the night in the open air. The 
fact that the flocks were left all night in the opeh 
is one of the things that helps to make it unlikely 
that the nativity of the Lord Jesus really took place 
in December. 

Verse 9.—Glory. Compare Leviticus 9: 6; Numbers 14: 
10; 16: 42, The general analogy of God’s dealings with 
men suggests that these shepherds were among those 
who were waiting for the consolation of Israel (Luke 
2:25). -The temple shrine had long been deprived of 
the Shekinah. Ezekiel saw in vision the glory de- 
parting from the temple (Ezek. 10), but the glory re- 
appears six centuries afterward, no longer within 
the sacred shrine, but in the open field. The symbol 
of the divine presence glowed through the darkness 
in fitting apposition with the birth that has forever 
hallowed common life. 

Verse 10.—The people, i. e., Israel, not people gen- 
erally as in the Authorized Version. “He came unto 
his own” (John 1:11). 


Verse 11.—Note the threefold title and how the or- 
der of the names agrees with the order of historical 
development. He is (1) Saviour, i. e., Jesus. Jesus 
is the Greek form of Joshua which means “Jehovah is 
Saviour” or “Jehovah saves.” This is the name par- 
ticularly applicable to the earthly, life of the Lord. 
(2) Christ. This is the Greek translation of the He- 
brew word Messiah, which means “anointed.” While 
this term also has reference to the earthly life it has 
more specific reference to the Saviour as risen and ex- 
alted (cf. Col. 3:1). (3) The Lord. The Gteek word 
Kurios is the equivalent of the Hebrew term Jeho- 
vah, though it-is also used to translate other words. 


While this also refers to the life of Christ after his , 


resurrection (John 21:7), yet it in its turn looks for- 
ward to the time when he shall take to himself his 
power and reign. 

‘So we may think of the three words as describing 
the life of the Lord Jesus, past, present, and future, 
and that especially in reference to the sinners he came 
to save. In past historic time he has been our’ substi- 
tute, delivering us from the penalty and guilt of sin. 
He now is our keeper, delivering us from the power of 
sin. He yet will be more fully than before the Lord 
and King, delivering his people from the very pres- 
ence of sin when he comes to reign gloriously. 

Verse 12-The sign. Surely the strangest sign that 
ever could have been given. Heaven’s King had come 
to earth, yet they were to find him, not in a palace, nor 
even in a cottage, but in.a stable, and not in a proper 
cradle but in a manger. We may be sure Joseph would 
be only too eager to knock together a cradle at the 
first opportunity. But plainly there had been no time 
for such a preparation even as that. So the mother 
and foster father have to do the best they can on the 
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Lesson for December 19 _ 
Luke 2.; 8-20 


spur of the moment. A baby in a manger was a 
sign indeed. Almost, if not altogether, unique. 


Verse 14.—Men in whom he is well pleased. - This: 


clause is difficult. Literally according to the best at- 
tested copies it reads, “in [or among] men of good 
pleasure [or good will].” This literal sense seems to 
agree best with the facts of the case and with the gen- 
eral tenor of the Word of God. God has sent “peace 
on.earth.” It is peace in the person of his Son. He 
“made peace through the blood of his cross” (Col, 1: 


20). The enjoymentsof the peace by man depends en- : 


tirely upon his individual relation to the Lord Jesus, 
God thas declared that Jesus is his beloved Son in 
whom he is well pleased. When we also are weil 

easéd with him, then we enter into the peace of God. 

is, the peace that God offers, is not promiscuous but 
particular. In a very important sense Jesus did not 
“come to send peace on earth ... but a sword”: (Matt. 
10: 34). 

Verse/18.—Unto them — literally, before them, in 
their presence. The shepherds, no doubt, made known 
to Joseph what the angels had said. But the stable 
hands might well be busy during the night and the 
shepherds ‘arriving from the hills would doubtless 
arouse others. Thus théir words to Joseph would ex- 
cite attention and curiosity among the groups gathered 
around. 

Verse 19—Mary kept. Treasured them up as sacred 
secrets. There seems to be an intentional contrast 
between the idle curiosity of the outsiders and the 
faith of the mother. Pondered — literally, threw them 
together. She would compare saying with saying. 


She would recall what the angel ‘had said to her nine: . 
~ months before. 


She would go through her long talks 
with Elizabeth (1:40), and she would recognize how 
those earlier circumstances fitted in with the new de- 
tails of that unforgettable night. Thus amid the try- 
ing circumstances of that hour her own faith would 
be strengthened once again. God graciously gave to 
‘his Sérvant"in’ her trial fast that confirmation of her 
faith which he knew she would be able and willing to 
receive. 

Verse 20.—Praising. Observe how everybody who 
came into contact with the Saviour’s birth immediately 
began to praise. Count ‘up the songs of chapters 1 and 
2 of this Gospel. The “songs of the sunrising’”’ we 
may call them. This-is typical of all true experience 
of the Lord Jesus. 


Floods of joy ‘o’er my soul like the sea billows roll, 
Since Jesus came into my heart. 


The Homiletical Form 
I. The Heralds 
1. The angels. 
2. The shepherds, 
II. The announcement . 
1. To undistinguished men. 
2. To believing hearts, Mary and Joseph. 
3. To careless auditors who heard and -won- 
dered (v. 18} and apparently forgot. 
The Topical Values 
1. The sacredness of common duties. 
herds were just doing their ordinary work. 
2, The encouragement of faith in moments. of ex- 
tra trial. Consider the publicity and discomfort for 
the poor mother and perhaps the feeling that some 
suspicion of uwuncerjainty still rested upon her fair 
name. ape 
3. How God’s work gets done. A baby whose birth 
is to change the face of the world. 


4. In the Incarnation God has taken the material 


The shep- 


.. forever into closest association with himself. 


The Practical Aim 
This should be twofold: 5 lis 
1. To let the class see that our religion rests upon 


.a definite basis of historical fact. 


2. To show that with the birth of the Lord Jesus 
Christ a new set of values was introduced into the 
world, Inner worth was ineffaceably stamped as of 
much more consequence than outward pomp. Ali life 
was to be regarded thenceforward as capable of being 
hallowed. Sheepfold and stable were that night the 
scenes of the divine manifestation, not palace nor even 
temple. So we may get the class to see that in God’s 
thought all life is holy. 


| Fimal Word 


Nor war, nor battle’s sound 
Was heard the world around; 

The idle’ spear and shield were high up hung; 
The hooked ehariot stood 
Unstain’d with hostile blood, 

The trumpet spake not to the armed throng; 
And kings sat still with awful eye, 
As if they surely knew their sovereign Lord was by. 

—Milton. 
TunsrIDGE WELLS, Enc. 
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. Why isn’t my church a success and a blessing as 
tt ought to be? You may be. helped by “Kanamori’s 
Life-Story,” which gives the secret of success in 
soul-winning. (The Sunday School Times Co., Phila- 
delphia, $1; postage, Io cents.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs, Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they ,can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HO were the only people to know of the birth of the 
Saviour on the night of his birth? 


2. What indications do we find in the lesson that this 
was the birth of an unusual person? 


3. Why is it important to know who it is that was born 
on Christmas Day? 


4. For whom were the good tidings? 
g. Select the three significant phrases in verse 10. 
6. Why did the shepherds not need to fear? 


7. Where do you see an indication of the faith of the 
shepherds? i 


> 8. What two things done by the shepherds should also 
be done by every child of God today? 


9. How were Heaven and earth brought together in this 
event? 


10. What may be the effect of emphasis upon the Santa 
Claus myth? 


11. Is there any indication in the lesson as to why Christ 
came into the world? 


1z. What event is commonly pictured as occurring on 
this birth-night, which could not have been then? Why? 


13. What Scripture statement have we as to the age 
ef Jesus at the time of the visit of the Magi? 


14. What other word in Matthew’s story indicates some 
time had passed after the birth of ‘Jesus before the visit 
of the Magi? 


15. Is there any indication as to where Matthew and 
Luke got their information as to Christ’s birth? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Els, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or AssocrIaATION oF IpEAS.—Ideas 
that are learned together tend to- recur together. 











HE significance of Christmas Day, as of all holy 

days and holidays, lies in its meaning; and its 
meaning is compounded of the associations that clus- 
ter around it because these associations belong with 
the hjstorical facts upon which are based the experi- 
ences that are vital. To many people Christmas has 
associations of a good time that has no relation to its 
real meaning. It rests upon the church and its agen- 
cies to make the right associations with these holy 
days in the minds of men. 

It would seem unnecessary to suggest to teachers 
of the Sunday-school that the primary association of 
the day is with the birth of Christ, yet it is surely 
true that many Sunday-schools hawe lent themselves 
to the all too prevalent Santa Claus association, and 
the like, until to many liitle children. the meaning: of 
the day must at least be obscure. Associated with the 


truth of the birth of Christ it is important to have. 


the historic facts that accompanied it, both on the hu- 
rian and on the divine sides, and both are suggested 
in our present Scripture lesson. The facts from the 
divine side suggest the very vital question as to who 








Lesson Calendar ° 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 3.—Israel Journeying Toward Canaan 
Numbers 10 : 11-36 
2. October 10.—The Reports of the Spies 
Numbers 13:1 to 14:45 
3 October 17.—Moses Honored in His Death 
; Deuteronomy 32 : 45-52; 34: 5-8 
4- October 24.—Joshua, Israel’s New Leader 
Numbers 27 : 18-20; Joshua 1 : 1-9 
s. October 31.—The Evils of Strong Drink. (World’s 
Temperance Sunday)......-.cccssccces Proverbs 23 : 29-35 
6. November 7.—The Fall of Jericho ........ Joshua 6 : 12-20 
g- November 14.—Caleb’s Faithfulness Rewarded 
Joshua 14 : 6-15 
8 November 21.—Joshua Renewing the Covenant 
Joshua 24 : 14-25 
9. November 28.—Gideon and the Three Hundred 


_Judges 7 : 1-25 
«. December 5.—Ruth and Naomi.............. Book of Ruth 
11. December 12.—The Boy Samuel .......; t Samuel 1 to 3 
12. December 19.—Samuel the Just Judge...... 1 Samuel 7, 12 


Or, Christmas Lesson: The Saviour’s Birth, Luke 2 : 8-20 
13. Review: December 26.—Moses to Samuel 


‘called it the “Delphic Oracle.” 


* Suddenly I took a notion I would quit. 
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it was whose birth into the world is so significantly 
celebrated; and if this shall take us into some dis- 
cussion of the virgin birth with tuose who are com- 
petent for it, we need not snun it, for how shall we 
teach the true signicance of tie event if we do? 
Old Testament prophecy may aiso- ve brought to bear, 
and in this and in the story of tne event itself we shall 
find the data ior another association, namely the rea- 
son for his coming. He is not only the Christ, the 
Son of God, but the Saviour of the world; and with 
the fact of his birth should go always the apprehen- 
sion of who he is. and why he came. Only thus can 
the story prove to -be good tidings to all people. 
Huntinopon, Pa, e 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


This article treats the alternative lesson for Decem- 
ber 19, “Samuel the Just Judge” (1 Sam., chaps. 
7 and 12). 


A Question or Two.—Direct your hearts unto Je- 
hovah, and serve him only (v. 3). Years ago when 
I studied Greek history: there was one hero. I have 
never forgotten. . His fellow citizens ostracized him 
because they. tired of hearing him called “The Just.” 
His name was Aristides. The same Athenians made 
another great Greek driff® the poison because Socrates 
was too good for his day and generation. Heathen- 
ism, even the cultured sort, has no use for either jus- 
tice Or goodness. Greece along about that time, if 
we remember rightly, was getting most of its religion 
from a gas well! (Like some people today.) They 
In. heathenism to. this 
very day you buy your justice from the judge and you 
buy your religion from the priest or. medicine man. 
When nations lose their religion, one of the first evi- 
dences of the backslide is that justice at once becomes 
a salable article. When you read the Samuel life 
through, you will find this was the trouble both at the 
beginning and end of Samuel’s career. Eli’s sons 
were “crooked” and Samuel’s sons were “twisted” (1 
Sam. 2:12; 8: 3-5). It was then Israel cut loose from 
God and took a king. Samuel gives the only recipe 
there is for a healthy, prosperous nation, community, 
family, or individual. You have only to open your 
eyes and look around you. What nation is the richest 
and most prosperous? The nation of the big Sunday- 
schools and teeming Bible classes. What community is 
the healthiest and most prosperous? Where the 
“church folks” predominate. What families are the 
best? Those tied up to Heaven. What individuals 
are the happiest and-most honored? The church and 
Sunday-school folks. One of my friends recently sold 
his home in a fashionable city suburb and built a fine 
mansion-out on a farm. “Why the change?” he was 
asked. “I didn’t want my children to grow up in that 
sort of atmosphere, godless and sporty.” 


Prayer.—Samuel cried unto Jehovah for Israel; and 
Jehovah answered him (v. 9). It is a great blessing 
to have “Samuel” crying unto God’ for you. As I 
have probably told béfore in these notes, I used to be 
a “tobacco hound.” I smoked it and I chewed it. 
Not “taper 
off,” but. just “nacherly quit, suddent like.” I won- 
dered why. Come to find out, a bunch of Christian 
railroaders with engineer Johnny Williams at their 
head had gotten the idea my tobacco habit was not 
good for me either physically or spiritually, and so 
had been meeting together and praying, “O Lord, take 
away Brother Ridgway’s tobacco habit.” And he cer- 
tainly did. Was it easy and the desire taken away 
overnight? Not on your life. I chewed licorice root 
for over a year. While a smoke nowadays has no 
temptation whatever for me, when a man takés a 
“chew” Lady Nicotine always whispers, “Say, Old 
Top, don’t you wish you might?” I laugh and say 
to her, “Old gal, I’m your boss now.” It is noesmall 
satisfaction to know I am boss. It is a tremendous 
thing to have folks who love you praying for you. 
Among my most valued treasures have been those 
whole-souled, sincere, and noisy railroad engineers, 
firemen, brakemen, conductors, hostlers, and the like, 
who for years have been holding me up to God in 
their prayers. The great republican and democratic 
conventions at Cleveland and New York were opened 
by noble and reverent prayers. The meetings of the 
League of Nations a while before were not opened 
with a recognition of the God of nations. America 
is not in the League. On the continent of Europe, 
elections and much else secular are held upon the day 
God says “keep holy.” Look at Europe! The Ten 
Commandments are running right along in church and 
state in the Jand we correctly call “God’s Country.” 
Our “Samuels” cry continually untc Jehovah for “Is- 
tog and Jehovah answers continually (Isa. 58:13, 
14). 

Asset or Liability?—And Samuel judged Israel all 
the days of his life (v. 15). As long as he lived Sam- 


uel was an asset to his people and not a liability. If 
anyone ever said in Israel what we sometimes hear in 
Squeedunk, “What this town needs most is a few 
funerals,” they did not look at Samuel significantly. 
One of the saddest things that can happen to a man 
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Mr. Boring is organizing a 
“Stay-at-Homes’ Cruise” 
to the Mediterranean, Holy 
Land, and Europe *® *® 


Doric sails from New York for The 
Sunday School Times Tour of the Mediter- 
ranean, Holy Land, and Europe under the 
personal direction of James W. Boring. For 
those on board it will be the trip of a life- 
time and the greatest inspiration of their 
Christian lives. 


N JANUARY 22nd, 1927, the S.S. A 


But even if you cannot go in person, you 
can enjoy The Sunday School Times Tour 
and be part of it. Mr. Boring is now or- 
ganizing a “Stay-at-Homes’ Cruise” and has 
arranged to take a limited number of The 
Sunday School Times family on a “dream 
trip’ with the ship. He will write to you 
throughout the entire cruise, purchase a sou- 
venir for you in the Holy Land and take 
pictures both on ship and on shore, 


Think of the joy of receiving letters on 
the stationery of the S.S. Doric addressed 
to you personally and bearing the strange 
stamps and postmarks of the foreign lands 
we will visit. Every letter will be a sou- 
venir. You will prize them as your most 
precious keepsakes, 


Every letter will bea vivid word picture 
of the places visited. You will picture your- 
self on the deck of the S.S. Doric, walking 
through the streets of Cairo and standing 
before the sacred spots the Saviour visited 
during His life on earth. You will feel 
closer to the lands you have dreamed of. In 
all Mr. Boring will write you 13 letters. 


The information you will receive from 
these letters will form a veritable encyclo- 
pedia of knowledge of the countries rich in 
the history of art and religion. They will 
furnish you a basis for weeks of. Sunday 
School lessons. This record of history and 
geography will equip you with incontrovert- 
ible facts and make you an authority. It 
will be of. practical use for both old and 
young. 


The series of 13 letters, the souvenir from 
the Holy Land, and. the booklet of pictures 
may all be yours. AH you need to do is to 
send your name, your address and the small 
amount necessary to cover the cost of post- 
age, stationery, preparation, the souvenir, Vv 





the booklet of pictures, etc. The total ex- 
pense is only $4.50. 


a 
/ 
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What Members of 
the “Stay-at-Homes’ 
Cruise” Receive *@ 


First: Mr. Boring will write 
thirteen letters to you on the 
stationery of the S.S, Doric and 
mail them to you from the far 
away corners of the world vis- 
ited by The Sunday School 
Times Tour family. A _ letter 
will be mailed from each of the 
following places: Madeira, 
Spain, Algiers, Tunisia, Malta, 
Egypt, Palestine, Turkey, 
Greece, Italy, France, England, 
and New York. 


~~ *& 


Second: Mr. Boring will pur- 
chase a small souvenir in the 
Holy Land and mail it to you 
upon his return to New York. 
It will be something you will 
cherish always. 


a *& 


Third: A series of pictures 
of the trip will be taken by a 
professional photographer. Upon 
Mr. Boring’s return he will 
make them imto an attractive 
booklet and they too will be 
mailed to you as soon as pos- 
sible, 


“Join the “Stay-at-Homes’ Cruise” today ~ ~ 
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or woman is to “get old.” “Dry up and 
blow. away,” is the way they phrase it 
when they refer to losing interest in good 
things. This twentieth day of June 
upon which I write this lesson is my 
birthday. How old? Guess from my 
style. Folks who see me with my hat 
on think I am a youngster. This is what 
you Sunday-school folks have done for 
me. Those that wait upon the Lord re- 
new their strength. That is why I have 
been inviting you aging féllows to “come 
Ou in, the water’s fine’ (Isa. 40: 31; Job 
17:9; Psa. 103:5; 2 Cor. 4: 16— find 
them all). Last week Chester, the chaui- 
feur, came to me and said, “Mr. Ridgway, 
those bovs from the back street came in 
through Rambo’s yard last night and went 
for the oxheart cherry tree.” ‘“That’s all 
right, Chester, I know who one of them 
was.” “Who?” “A fellow who used to 
live over in Midway named Bill Ridgway, 
and I reckon it was the same old Midway 
gang with him who used to raid old Mrs. 
Little’s cherry -trees,—a _ reincarnation!” 
Chester grinned and understood. Now if 
I had been one of your “old men,” I 
would have called up the chief and “had 
the law on ’em, by jing, so I would!” 
but since i remain “young” I am always 
going to love adventure. The noisy boys 
and giggling girls are always going to be 
my dish, as Little Jeff says, 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


: 4 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
Preference will be given to illustrations on 
date of the lesson. 


that. portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 

“If You Knew About Jesus.”—I bring 
you good tidings of great joy (Golden 
Text). A poor little street girl was 
taken ili one Christmas and carried to the 
hospital. While there she heard the story 


- = 





DECEMBER 4, 1926 


of Jesus coming into the world to save 
us. One day she whispefed to the nugse, 
“I am having real good times here — 
ever such good times! S’pose I’ll have 
to go ’way from here just as soon as I 
get well; but I'll take the good time along 
—some of it anyhow. Did you know 
about Jesus bein’ born?” “Yes,” replied 
the nurse, “I know. Sh-sh-sh! Don’t 
talk any more.” “You did? I thought 
you looked aseif you didn’t, and I was 
going to tell you.” “Why, how did I 
look?” asked the nurse, forgetting her 
own order- in her curiosity. “Oh, just 
like most folks —kind o’ glum. I shouldn't 
think you’d ever look glum if you knew 
about Jesus bein’ born.”—From Sunday 
at Home. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. \ 


Evangelism by Laughter.—Behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy which 
shall be to all the people (Golden Text). 
A bigoted Chinese who never could be in- 
duced to attend a Christian service went 
to a missionary and said, “I want to hear 
about your religion: I never have heard 
the words of -it, but I ‘have heard the 
laughter in your house and in the houses 
of my countrymen who have embraced 
your faith, And if you have anything 
that makes people so joyous, I want it.” 
One crying need in all lands is for more 
glad Christians—From the Record of 
Christian Work. Sent by Jennie E. Hus- 
sey, Henniker, N. H. 


N-E-W-S.—Good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all the people (Golden 
Text) It is significant that the. word 
“news” is made up of the first letters of 
North, East, West, South. So the Good 
News of the Gospel is sent out to all 
points of the compass, that all the ends 
of the earth may look and be saved.— 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. 

Are We Withholding the Pardon?—I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all the people. The 
made known abroad the saying whic 
was told them (vs. 10, 17). In a tower 
in the Isle of Man one of the best gover- 
nors the Island had ever possessed was 
hung. He had been accused of treachery 
to the king during the time of the civil 
‘wars, and received sentence of death. In- 
tercession was made on his behalf, and 
a pardon was sent; but the pardon fell 
into the hands of his bitter enemy, who 





kept it locked up, and the governor was 
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Lesson for December 19 


“Luke 2 : 8-20 


> 

hung! Christian, a pardon is in thy hands 
to offer sinmers met with every day; a 
pardon, mark, not from temporal but 
from eternal death. Christian, wilt thou 
hold it back?—From Gospel Stories for 
the Young. Sent by Helen E. Patterson, 
Lima, Ohio. 


“The Same ... For Ever.”—Unio 
you is born ...a Saviour... Christ the 
Lord (v. 11). 


Without beginning or decline, 
Object of -faith, and not of sense; 
Eternal ages saw Him shine, 
He shines eternal ages hence. 


As much, when in the manger laid, 
Almighty ruler of the sky, 

As when the six days’ work He made 
Fill’d all the morning stars with joy. 


—From J. Newton. Sent by Miss E. Ed- 
munds, Tonbridge, Kent, Eng. 


Christ Did Not Send the Gift.—There 
is born to you... a Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord (v. 11). 
ance of the late Mrs. Astor — whose 
charities were as secret as they were wide 
— spoke once of her habit of sending her 
carriage out with friends who were ill or 
not abie to afford the luxury of a drive : 
“She did not send the carriage,” quickly | 
remarked a friend. “She went in it. The’ 
drive was not an alms. It was a pleas- 
ure to herself which the invalid madd 
pleasanter by sharing. Jesus did not send 
his love; he brought it.—From the Sun- 
day Companion. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
‘Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


rey 


The _ Great Chorus.—And suddenly 
there was ...a multitude . praising 
God (v. 13). Dr. Horace Dewy, a Meth- 


Odist missionary to China, recently told 
this story of General Feng’s army from 
the Methodist pulpit in Salem, Ohio. He 
was awakened early one morning by a 
remarkable sound, entirely different from 
anything he had ever heard before. It 
came nearer and nearer. He arose and 
went outside. He was told it was General 
Feng’s army singing their morning hymns 
— 36,000 men. Of course, so many hu- 
man singers could not possibly keep to- 
gether. In one section they would be 
singing one great Christian hymn, in an- 
other, another hymn, and so on. The 
effect was wonderful. He said he could 
describe it only as the “voice of many 
waters.” But this multitudinous heavenly 
chorus that sang at the birth of Christ 
not only could keep together, but their 
enunciation was so perfect that every 
word was distinctly heard by the earthly 
listeners. “Ear hath not heard” the won- 
drous music of Heaven God hath in store 
for his beloved. But more wonderful 
still is the assurance that we shall be 
permitted to be a part of that great 
chorus.—Sent by Laura M. Schilling, 
Salem, Ohio. 


Not That Kind of Good Will.—Good 
will toward. men (v. 14). Dr. Guthrie, 
in his autobiography, describes an old 
Scotch parishioner at Airbirlot “who died 
as he lived, a curious mixture of benevo- 
lence and folly.” The lawyer who drew 
his will, after writing down several leg- 
acies of five hundred pounds to one person, 
a thousand to another, and so on, at last 
said: “But, Mr. , | don’t believe you 
have all that money to leave.” “Oh,” 
was the reply, “I ken that as well as you; 
but I just want to show them my good 
will.” But God’s “good will toward 
men” is no mere pretence of bestowing 
gifts—From the Christian Herald: Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 





Is, Not H.—The shepherds said: one 
to another,- Let us now go even unto 
Bethichem, and see this thing which ts 
come to pass (v. 15). When preaching 
a Christmas sermon the Rev. Daniel H. 
Martin brought out a striking fact that 
has escaped many. He called attention 
to what the shepherds in the field said 
one to another after the angel had brought 
them definite word ‘about the birth of 
a Saviour who is Christ the Lord. They 
did not say, “Let us go and see #f this 
thing is come to pass.” They said, “Let 
us go and see this thing which is come 
to pass.” What a world of. difference 
between the two ways of taking God’s 
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Word! — From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Was Jesus Poor?—The babe lying in 
a@ manger (v. 16). 


Was Jesus poor? Ah me! Ah me! 

How could such query ever be 

Concerning one who staked his claim 
With no boundary but his Father’s name? 
He, with one sweeping statement, made 
Inventory of all he had: 

Of wealth, no limit; lack, no sign; 

“All that the Father hath is mine.” 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the joy that the Christ- 
mas good tidings have brought to mankind. 
We pray thee that in the midst of the world 
we may hear above the sounds of the world 
the angelic message. May we not be dis- 
tracted and overburdened by the cares of the 
daily life, but may we be keen to hear the 
heavenly voice speaking to us from thy Word 
concerning the Good News of our salvation 
in Christ Jesus, and the joy of fellowship in 
him, day by day. We thank thee for the 





Sent by W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


gladness of the Christmastide, for all the 
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happy fellowship of family life, and for the 
blessings of friendship. We thank thee for 
this day in the Sunday-school, and for all 
that it means in our life here. Give each 
one of us, we pray thee, a heart of joy as we 
pass on the good tidings to others. In the 
name of him who came that we might live. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
noticed how many sad-faced persons there 
are on the streets? One day a’ man was 
walking along Chestnut Street in Phila- 
delphia, and a friend stopped him, looked 
Ww his eyes, and then said laughingly, 





“Why, you look as though you had the 


whole Wanamaker business on your 
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SELECT NOTES 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 
The World’s Greatest. Sunday School Commentary for 1927 


A hundred thousand teachers use it every week — 


shoulders!” That was a good rebuke for 
a needlessly troubled look. One day when 
Mr. Wanamaker himself was, as every- 
body knew, having a very difficult time 
with his great business cares, a visitor 
in his office, hoping to comfort him a lit- 
tle, said, ‘Mr. Wanamaker, is there any- 
thing troubling you just now?” “Yes, 
there is,” he answered quickly, “I have 
got a speech to make tonight, and I can’t 
think of a word to say,” —and his look 
of amusement entirely changed the at- 





DECEMBER 4, 926 


promise that this enemy of our physical, 
mental, and spiritual peace shall be put 
to flight. 

Now, fellows, I bring you 6 this 
thought in the Christmas lesson as one 
that is at the heart of the whole matter. 
Does it not better help us to understand 
how priceless is this gift of our Christ, 
as we reach out to receive him, to know 
that henceforth fear —crippling, baffling, 
deadening fear — may be. stricken out of 
our program? None but God could be- 
stow such a gift! I want fear elimin- 
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best published. 1 90 net: $2.00 postpaid 
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We also publish a Series of Zeachers’ Quarteriies which contain helpful 
material for the teachér to use in preparing the lesson and which have be- 
come very popular during the past years. . 


We should be glad to send free samples and catalogs 
giving fall detail to all intending purchasers 
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would be used for God’s glory. She found what she wanted in 


B.1.0.L.A. Annuity Bonds 


and she is a HAPPY WOMAN now 


Dept. % A Few of the Facts She Learned: 


Bible Institute of “R, 
Les Angeles, S40 Sa. °%, 
Hope St.,Los Angeles, Calif. 


GENTLEMEN: I am 
interested in the world 
wide work of the Bible % 
Institute of Los Angeles. 
Without obligation, please 
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about your Annuity Bonds. 4 
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7% per year, while she lived. 
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men and women for definite Christian service. 


Her Happy 

























mosphere. What joy ought to be in the 
heart of the Christian! The good tid- 
ings that came to the shepherds were tid- 
ings of great joy; not of gloom or of 
distress, or of heavy-hearted bewilder- 
ment about the days that were to follow. 
Do other folks know that your Chris- 
tian life is just brimful of joy? Are 
you representing the Lord Jesus in this? 
Let us think about this as we go about 
our duties today, and in the coming week, 
and then straight on through other. days. 
Let’s say the Golden Text together, and 
then the pastor will lead ‘us in prayer. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Joy to the world.” 

“As with gladness men of old.” 
“Silent night! holy nightt” 

“C little town of Bethlehem.” 
“Hark, the herald angels sing.” 
*“O come, all ye faithful.” 

“Tt came upon the midnight clear.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Christ the Lord” (237 : 1-3). 
Psalm 118 : 19-29. 
“The King Divine” (104:1-3). _ 
Psalm 45 : 5, 2, 6, % 17. 
“His Name’. (153 : 1-3). Psalm 72: 1-7, 17-19. 
“God So Loved the World” (314). John 3: 16. 


%, 





Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “Fear not.” ; 


Discussion: Show how one without 
Christ is quite reasonably a prey to fear 
in all departments of life. 


Objective: Christian fearlessness, 











AY. fellows, the greatest foe to peace 

is fear. Two kinds of fear are 
spoken of in the Bible. One is the fear 
of God. That is awe and reverence. — It 
is a happy fear (Prov. 28: 14) ; it is clean 
(Psa. 19:9); it is wise (Psa. 111: 10); 
it makes for long life (Prov. 10:27); it 
gives one assurance (Prov. 14:26); it is 
a friend to life and a foe to death (Prov. 
14:27). : ; 
But that other fear, which hangs like 
a pall over the world, is an apprehensive- 
ness of evil. Worse than that, it is the 
positive expectation of evil. It is fright. 
It is a sickening, paralyzing dread. Phys- 
ically, fear stops growth. Mentally, it 
dethrones reason. Spiritually, it is tor- 
turing uncertainty whose only certainty 
is death. Fear is the child of sin. 

So we can see how significant it was 
that the very first announcements of 
Jesus’ coming should be introduced by the 
words “Fear not.” The angel ‘said it 
to Mary when he told her she’ would be 
the mother of Jesus; again the angel 
of the Lord said to Joseph, “Fear not” 
when he told him of the Saviour’s com- 
ing birth and instructed him to.call the 
Child by the name of Jesus. The ange's 
who appeared to the shepherds began their 
announcement of Jesus’ birth with these 
same words, “Fear not.” Thus __ the 
Prince of Peace was heralded by the 





shall go through to. victory, and I can 


fight a thousand devils. 

Jesus’ Christmas gift to you and me is 
just that, if we will put our hands out 
and receive it. He has conquered even 
the last enemy, death, and put to rout 
every other, little or big, between. : 

Listen, fellows: “Hast thou not known? 
hast thou not heard, that the everlasting 
God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 
weary? there is no searching of his uh- 
derstanding. He giveth power to the 
faint; and to them that have: no. might 
he increaseth strength. Even the youths 
shall faint.and be. weary, and. the young 
men shall utterly fall: but they that wait 


upon the Lord shall renew. their strength/ 


they shall mount up with wings as eagles ; 


they shall run, and not -be--wearyj—aad 


Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling seteenminets 
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Lesson for December 19 
Luke 2 : 8-20 


they shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 4o: 
28-31). “Fear not: for I have redeemed 
thee, I have called thee by thy name; 
thou art mine. When thou passest 
through the waters, I will be with thee; 
and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee: when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither 
shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I 
am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of 
Israel, thy Saviour” (sa. 43:.1-3). 

As you look ‘out on the coming year 
of 1927, with its maze of events that shall 
bear upon your life for good or evil, 
aren’t you glad, fellows, that ‘Jesus has 
given you himself? For with him there 
can be no fear. 


Greenszoro, N. C, 
. bad ” 
Your-Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
“ “Good tidings’ of great: -joy” 
1. To Mary and Joseph. 
2. To the shepherds. 
3..-To the unattending world, 
4 Td you? 











Ss CHRISTMAS : this ‘to you? To 
your girls? To the world today ? 
“Good tidings of great: joy,’ that an- 
nouncing angel said to the listening shep- 
herds, saying also it was “to. all. people.” 
Ask your girls to answer this: question 
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Townsend Luffe—how she obtained the beautiful 
home in Buffalo, etc. Contains pictures of ‘ Sun- 
beam” and the first patient. Cloth beund, 197 pages. 
Postpaid $1.50. Other books on her work are: 


Little is Much When God is in It, 25 cents 
Does God Answer Prayer?... . 40 cents 
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with all honesty, to themselves — for 
there are some doubtful answers in the 
minds of even Christian people today, 
and flat denials of it on the lips of those 
to whom it now means only. a financial 
and physical overburden. Many have 
shifted its celebration from its deepest 


social aspects. 


1. Then help your girls to put them- 
selves in the place of those first ones 
to whom the “good tidings” came, to see 
just how they must have felt about it. 
First there are Mary and Joseph, whose 
faith had been more .taxed than that of 
any believing soul since Abraham's test 
with his only son, Isaac. Remember 
they received this message through the 
shepherds, “secondhand,” as it were, after 
that Baby had been laid in his manger- 
cradle in that dark, unfit stable: To know 
that- others now shared their knowledge 
of who this Child really was, that God 
‘had sent another angelic messenger such 
as he had'‘sent to them months before, 
that. at last others would believe with 
them ‘in the Messiah-come-at-last —was 
not this “great joy’ to those two long- 
expectant souls? They had waited in 
loneliness and misunderstanding so un- 
falteringly, they had never doubted God, 
but now it must have been sweet to share 
this good news with others who did be- 
lieve with them in the Child’s deity. 

‘2. Those childlike shepherds who had 
been so overpowered: with the glory of 
the messengers from the skies —to them 
there was more wonderment than any- 
thing else in what they now had to “go 
and ‘see,” and then tell to all who would 
listen to their marvelous tale. But they 
believed it, and rejoiced as they “came 
with haste” to find “both. Mary and Jo- 
seph, and the babe lying in the manger.” 

3. As to the whole world of that day 
— this was an entirely unrioticed incident, 
except to those few villagers. whom the 
shepherds met. as they returned from 
their’ visit to the’ manger, who heard with 
wonder, but without either faith or joy, 
so far as our record tells us. Is it not 
ever so with the great unattending 
world? God’s plainest and greatest mes- 
sages are mere nothings to them, as they 
go on about their own interests — ‘of much 
greater concern in their own estimation. 
It is surely so today with the great world 
and the true message of Christmas. 
Mere merrymakings, social obligations, 
commercial harvests,—these are the 
things the world thinks of rather than 
any “great joy” connected with the birth 
of our Lord. 

4. But each girl must answer this ques- 
tion for herself —what is Christmas to 
her? What will she make it, this year? 
How will she seek to deepen her realiza- 
tion of its “great joy,” and rid it of its 
weariness and haste and heartburnings 
and hypocrisies? She herself must an- 
swer. 

Home Study 

Mamorise and sing constantly to your- 
self this week some of the old Christ- 
mas hymns. Try “Brightest and Best 6f 
the Sons of the Morning,” first. Then 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 


Decatur, GA. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


NOTHER Christmas lesson! How 

shall we tell the sweet old story so 
as to keep all of its wonder and charm 
and glory for the young hearts of 1926? 
First, we ourselves shall need to pause 
and worship by the side of the manger 
bed, and learn what it tells of the great- 
est love, and the tenderest joy the weary 
old world has ever known. Then let us 
try to divert the minds of the children for 
a little while from the thoughts of Christ- 
mas goodies and gifts, and merry times, 
that they may think really and truly for 
a little while about “the little Lord Jesus 
asleep in the hay. 

Many of the children in the Primary 
classes have memorized Luke 2: 8-20 in 
the day schools. Repeat the wonderful 
| story with them, slowly and reverently, 
| and ask the class why God sent the angels 
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When Rome Reigned Chuammy Talks Between Father and Son 
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‘A story of the dawntime of Christian- 
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ity, giving a commentary on those fateful 
and perilous times.''— Bookman. Introduction by Dr. George T. Fisher, 


Mlustrated, $1.75 | Deputy Chief Scout Executive. $1.50 
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The Way to Burning Mountain 
By Dillon Wallace 
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me * bd ti 99 “FE id 99 Which is 
Onvicuon or VIGENCE, Better? 
READ that wonderful chapter — Hebrews 11. If you look it up in any version other 
than the American Standard Bible, substitute in your reading the word ‘ ‘Convic- 
tion’’ for ‘‘Evidence,’’ and then the word ‘‘Assurance’’ for “Sudstance.’’ Whata 
difference! What a wealth of meaning verse 1 has taken on! But just how and 
why? In our reading and exposition of Scripture we need to be clear on these differ- 
ences, The House of Thomas Nelson & Sons, publishers of the American Standard 


Bible, invites you to give your views on these vital changes as given in the American 
Standard Bible. 


Write a Letter— Earn an Award 


The publishers want to hear from@ll the readers of The Sunday School Times as to 
how and why this.important passage in the American Standard -bible is sé: much 
clearer and more accurate than m any other version. The dest answers to this question, 
which should not exceed one hundred words, will be entitled to the following awards: 

For best letter . . . $25.00 

For three next best letters (each) . 10.00 

For t n next best letters (each) 5.00 . 
No letter received later than January 3ist, 1927, will be eoneidesed. The judges will be 
‘ The Editor of the Christian Herald. 

Fhe Editor of the Christian Endeavor World. 

The Editor of the Record of Christian Work. 
Whether or not your letter entitles you to an award, every 
person sending an answer before February Ist, 1927, 

Will be rewarded with a beautifully engrossed copy of the 
great Love Chapter, 1 Corinthians 1}, on heavy white 
paper suitable for framing. 

There arenosetrules. If youhaven't an American Standard 
Bible or New Testament, you can doubtless borrow one, or 


consult it at any public library or at the office of Thomas 
Nelson & Sons. 


NelsonSmoise Bible 


(Edited by the American Revision Committee) 





























The merican Standard oy fext has been adopted by ef leading 
OHeees < s n able schoo!s 
NELSON BIBLES Grencheut ‘as Ualied Games, % ‘and is used by over pase ooo scholars 
in all sizes,types,and styles from which to study the International, graded and other Bible lessons. 
A EE B 36-page booklet 9 381-A, Fourth Avenue, New York City 
entitled “‘ The onderful © — Dear Sirs: ,Kindly send me a FREE copy of your book entitled, ‘* The Won- 
yy ae at 10c per © derful Story,” telling how the Bible came down through the ages. This does not 
copy, ng how the Bible . obligate me.in any way. 
came down through the ages, ' 
~~ containing many facts UNUM oon oka 6 Smee e's Ele we abe 01k ae apie Oe & KOE a B 
interest, will. be sent —_- 
FREE on request to anyone 5 
mentioning "The Sunday 1 i 2)! ts oe be 6 ewe & 6 © eed @ 6686 OG CD BO 
School Times. 1 
ES Ae era ee ee ee ae POOR) 6 50S oP ts 
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Points for Investors 








WHERE TO INVEST MONEY is a question which per- 
plexes the wisest minds. There are many so-called “choice 
investments.” Doubtless some of them are goods but more 
of them are poor, and many are altogether worthless. 


YOUR ATTENTION is invited to an investment which 
has been on the market for several hundred years, whose 


stock has never gone below par, and which has never 
passed a dividend. 


THE ORIGINAL PROSPECTUS 


reads as follows : “Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal; for where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.”—Matthew 6: 20. 





BY PLACING FUNDS with The Moody Bible Institute 
of Chicago under its Life Annuity Plan, you are assured 
not only of the dividends mentioned above, but also an 
income of from 4 to 11 percent during life with unques- 
tionable security. Address 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box S-12-1. 153 Institute Place Chicago, Ill. 























An Ideal Holiday Gift 


1927 “Daily Food’ Wall Roll—1927 


An inspiring Scripture verse for each week-day date 
of the year, with a number of carefully chosen 
Scripture references. Excellent for Bible study. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON INFORMATION FOR THE SUNDAY DATES 


Each page of this Wall Roll is daintily decorated in colors and 
gold; Charming landscape panels in the center. 
Attractive design on the cover. 


Size, 12 x 13 inches Cord for Hanging 
Price, 50 cents each 





UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO 














MRS. SLOSSON’S STORIES 


As Christmas Gifts 


A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem 


This story, a Christmas blessing to any one who 
reads it, tells of a lonely boy among the New 
Hampshire hills who was profoundly-moved to 
prepare in his own way for our Lord’s return on 
Christmas Day. Daintily bound in blue and 
gold. is 75 cents; postage, 5 cts. 


The Heresy of Mehetabel Clark 


. Theitotching ome! of a girl in a mountain vil- 
lage, counted: a heretic. by her neighbors, but 
whose life reveals the reality of a strange and 
transforming vision that the country folk cannot 
undetstand. $1; postage, 7 cts. 


of the lowly -Nazarene have:done in 


Puzzled Souls 


as parables solve them, and not d 





tell Lib’” herself. 


‘*So true to life are these stories, and ‘so heart-searching, 
that many a reader*has found it difficult to believe that 
this or that tale was not actual fact in every particular.’’ 


The kind of books you will buy for a friend 


—and want for yourself, too. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Simples from the Master’s Garden 


A captivating portrayal of what-the teachings 


blest of lives. The story of the Master’s Garden, 
with characteristic sketches of ‘‘A Simple Cross- 
bearer, a Simple Child Trainer,a Simple Faith, 
a Simple Expositor,”’ etc. $1.50; postage, rocts, 


Five heart-touching stories in Mrs. Slosson’s 
charming vein, introducing problems of religious 
thouglit or daily living, problems that are solved 


Including a particularly precious one by ‘‘Story- 
$1; postage, ro cts. 
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the birth of the little Baby, and to sing 
such a beautiful song of praise. After 
the children have given their answers, 
call their attention to verse 11, which 
tells that this littlke Baby was the world’s 
Saviour, God’s own Son, the Lord from 
Heaven. So it was very fitting for the 
angels to tell the news, and sing one of 
the songs of Heaven. 

Let the children tell you, one by one, 
why it was needful for the Lord Jesus 
to come to the world. Do not be afraid 
that it is too hard a question for them to 
answer. If the children are in a thought- 
ful ‘mood, you may get some wonderful 
answers. Talk with the class a little 
while about the dreadful results of sin 
—all the suffering, the sorrow, the trou- 
ble, and every death came just because 
sin came first. So the angels were right 
when they sang such—a happy, beautiful 
song of praise and love on the birthday 
of the world’s Saviour, who was him- 
self the greatest and best gift that was 
ever given. And our pardon and peace, 
our joy and gladness, our hope’of eternal 
life, are all gifts of the Baby who was 
born long ago in the city of David, 

Tell the class that it was not for his 
own. pleasure that the Baby King came 
to earth, but to bring blessing to the 
earth people. Be sure to make it plain 
that if. there f§ a little heart in your class 
with a sin, or a sorrow, or a trouble, or 
a hurt of*any kind on this day when all 
others seem glad, the Saviour under- 
stands, and will surely help, and bless. 

Close by repeating again verse 11: “For 
unto you is born this day in the. city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ: the 
Lord,” and sing, “While Shepherds 
Watched Their Flocks by Night.” 


CuirnTon, S. C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of December 12) 

1. Samuel means “asked of God.” 

2. “I will give him unto the Lord all the 
days of his life” (1 Sam. 1: 11). 

3. “And the child Samuel grew before Je- 
hovah” (1 Sam. 2: 21b), “And the child Sam- 
uel grew on, and increased in favor both with 
Jehovah, and also with men” (2:26). “And 
Samuel grew, and Jehovah was with him” (3: 
19a). See also 2: 11b and 18a. 


4. Luke speaks in very similar terms of the 
boy Christ Jesus (Luke 2:40, 52). Had he 
read this old book of Samuel, or does he re- 
peat the words of Mary, his mother, who had 
certainly pored over this very story? 


5. He must have been too easy-going, else 
he would at least have removed them from 
office when he knew their sin. 


6. Samuel was given to God before he was 
born. He was the product of the training of 
his godly mother and the direct oversight of 
God, as is proved by the call which came 
to him and the revelation concerning Eli. 

7- He did not recognize at once who was 
calling Samuel. He had been previously 
warned by another prophet. He seems not to 
have been close enough to God that the mes- 
sage of. warning could come to him directly. 

8. By telling him how to answer when God 
called. 


g. Samuel did the hard thing of keeping 
nothing back from the stern sentence. Eli 
on his part accepted it as a just sentence from 


the Lord. 


to. It must have taken moral couragé to tell 
his beloved old friend the truth that Samuci 
knew would wound his heart so sorely. In- 
deed, this is clearly indicated by 1 Samuel 
3:15. Though so fearful to tell when the 
time came he did it, “every whit.” 


11. A careful reading of chapter 2 : 22-26 in- | [> 


dicates that the boy must have seen much of 
the bad conduct of Eli’s sons, and so was 
not_unprenared .for .his message. concerning 


them. But, so far as the record tells us, he. 


had never told what he saw to Eli. He only 
did what was his special duty. 


12. God had sent clear prophetic denounce: 
ment of Eli’s family before this event, but 
Samuel does not seem to have known of this 
message (1 Sam. 2: 27-36) when he heard 
from God, in the night, a final pronouncement 
against the house of Eli. 

13. He was a faithful prophet of the Lord 
and judge of his people. 

14. Not a safe inference (Gen. 6:3, 6; Eph. 
4 : 30). 

1s. The part in which God is speaking and 
we are listening. 

16. “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
(Acts 9: 6.) 
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One Room or M: 





any 
As Occasion Demands 


Be the use of Wilson Rolling Partitions large rooms 
can be quickly transformed into smaller ones for 
classes, meetings, etc. They are easily operated, and 
roll out of the way, vertically or horizontally. Can be 
installed in old as well as new buildin 
Send for 40 page Catalogue No. 24 
THE J. G.. WILSON CORPORATION 


ESTABLBEED 1876 -- 
rr East 38th Street New York City 
Offices in all principal cities 























problem which relates co 
department of Church work can be 
ferred to us with assurance that we can help 
solve it. 
To do your best to solve the problem for =) 


CHRISTMAS 


‘demands ‘that you know about our best or 
this occasion and that means that you must , 
have a copy of our 64-page * pe, 


SAMPLER “4 
a copy of which will be mailed for 10c to any 


Pastor, S. S. Superintendent, or —_., 
Chairman of Program Committee = 
Give name of Church in your request. 


91 Seventh Avenue ——— 


any: 










Scriptore “Tout Christmas 


! $1.50 value for only $1.00 


_ Beautiful assortment of cards and fold- 
ers. Many have envelopes. Designs beau- 

tifully printed in colors with greeting and 
favorite text of Scripture. 


Agents Make Big Money 


Gospel Trumpet Co., Dept. S.B., Anderson, Ind. 
The Christmas Story 


and The Sorry Lady’s Christmas 
By Loutse M,. OGLEVEE 
Author of “‘ Cradle Roll Lessons,”” “* The -Beginner’s 
partment,” etc. : 

An attractive booklet for a Christmas remembrance 
to be sent to the teachers and mothers of little children 
by Sunday-scheol teachers and friends. 

15 cents'a copy, 10 copies for $1.20. Postpaid.. 


THE VAILE COMPANY, Rock Isiand, tM. 





















Reproductions’ef the World’: 
Great*Puintings., Size} 53428, 
et Postpaid. st 
; ig 


Subjects or: *25- on» > 
Christ. Notwo alike. 
Beautiful 64-page Cata 

“for 15 cénts incoinor stamps 
~The Pe Pictures Co.’ 
Box 06, TT aspen, Mass: 


|| SP eee NSN SRS NS OSA OO SEINE SARTRE TO 

XTRA XMAS MONEY 

Write for package of ro beautiful Velvet Mottoes. 

Value $3.00. When sold send us sen There is time 
to sell several packages. _ 


Gospel Trumpet Co., Dept. Y., Anderson, Ind. . 























In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
coupe eae so ing advertised’ in-this paper, 
you wilt oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times: 
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Tragedy of . 
Bad Investment 


7 
purge ok! is a highly specialized 
and complicated process. Those un- 
familiar with: the intricacies of finance 
frequently meet serious loss and disaster. 
It has recently been estimated by the great 
insurance companies that more than 80 
per cent of all money received by bene- 
ficiaries through life insurance policies is 
dissipated within five years, mainly by un- 
fortunate investment. 

The Annuity Bonds of the National 
Bible Institute, secured by mote than ten 
times the’ amouat of issue by high-class 
improved and income-producing New York 
real estate, owned by the Institute, repre- 
sent the maximum of safety, insure regu- 
lar and. liberal returns, and give the 
holder the satisfaction of investing in one 
of the most vital Christian enterprises of 
the present day. 


For rates and detailed information ad- 


’ The National Bible Institute - 
340 West 55th Street, New York City 


DON O. SHELTON, President 
C. B. NORDLAND, Secretary 
HUGH R. MUNRO, Treasurer 





When in New York visit the Insti- 

tute’s fireproof Headquarters Build- 

ing at the heart of the city. Minis- 

ters, missionaries, and other Christian 

work dated in guest rooms 

at special rates. For rates, address 
Guest Secretary — 


























NEW TESTAMENT GREEK 


Prepare by Home Study to.interpret and 
teach the New Testament, and understand 
the interpretations of others. A working 
knowledge of the Greek New Testament is 
obtainable by wur method of instruction. 

Courses in Theology, Religious Educa- 
tion, Art of Preaching Without Notes, 
Sociology, Child Welfare, Child Psychol- 
ogy, Rhetoric, Short Story Writing, Ar- 
gumentation, Bible, Philosophy, History, 
and in 50 other subjects are given by 
correspondence. 

Enroil any time. Degrees granted. Catalogue free 


POTOMAC UNIVERSITY 


22nd Year. Dept.6. Washington, D. C. 





.}dogs and demanded that they be gotten 


| Charles Colman by name, and told him 




















. * . e 
Chicago Evangelistic Institute 
1754 Washington Boulevard, Chicago, Hi. 

A holiness school of Practice for Evangelists, Mis- 
sionaries and other Christian Workers. 
DIPLOMA, evangelistic and missionary courses. 
POsT GRADUATE DEGREE courses. 
(ACADEMY DEPT. for those nee:iing it.) 
MRS. 1VA DURHAM VENNARD,D.D., President. 
REV. JOSEPH H. SMITH, Director Theology and 
Lvangelism. 
Correspondence Invited. Address as above, TODAY 








PARISH PAPERS 


Any church, school or class‘can 
publish a parish paper by using our 
co-operative plan. <A parish paper 
fills empty pews, keeps community 
informed, speeds. up church 
Free Samples and Particulars. 
plan provides a paper fer your 
church without cost to you. -¢- 
>The National Religious Press 
8.8.7. Grand Rapids, Mich. 


e = 
Better Ministerial Preparation 
eads to promotion. Study at home. . Best books. 
ourse leads to graduation, Announcements. Write 
rof. C. J. BURTON Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 
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For AllToilet Purposes 


‘ Children at Home 











just Dogs 
By .E. Ryerson Young 


UT Louis 
dogs. 

The postmaster could hardly believe 

his ears when it was told him. He put on 

his hat and left the postoffice, and went 

straight to Louis. 

“Louis,” he said, “those are the dogs 

that saved your life. You told me you 

would never part with them.” 

“Those are not my dogs in dat pound,” 

replied Louis, emphatically. “I don’t 

want dem. When I want dogs I get ’em. 

Same as I got dem. Dey be de bestess 

team I ever had. Next year Louie get 

’em better. See! Louie not bother with 

dogs in de summertime.” 

Thus Louis disowned the dogs that had 

saved. his life. 

With a sad heart, and deeply disap- 

pointed in Louis, Mr. McMurrick went 

back to his postoffice. 

The poundkeeper complained about the 


disowned his faithful 


out of his way. In truth, the man was 
really afraid of the big, active fellows 
and he wanted to see them shot. 

The next Sunday a bright young mis- 
sionary was in their pulpit. He had 
come in from his‘labors farther North, 
among miners and shantymen, and he told 
of the good and beneficent work being 
done, adding that if he only had a team 
of trained dogs he could do much more. 
After the service the mayor and Mr. 
McMurrick met the young missionary, 


of the dogs in the town pound. Mr. Col- 
man’s eyes sparkled. 

“IT did not think that my wish would 
materialize so quickly,” he said. “May 
T see those dogs?” 

The mayor took him home to dinner 
and afterward, with Mr. McMurrick, 
they visited the pound. 

The dogs were let out. They careened 
around, delighted to receive a measure 
of freedom, and when Colman called 
them, they rushed and leaped upon him. 
The poundkeeper was almost terrified for 
the preacher’s sake. But Colman laughed, 
played with the dogs, patted them, and 
seemed to have a delightful time. Even 
the mayor and Mr. McMurrick looked 
on with some amazement, and some fear- 
fulness lest the dogs should destroy the 
preacher’s clothing, if not do him more 
damage. But Colman’s face shone with 
delight, and he and the dogs seemed to 
understand and to like one another. 

“These are just the kind of dogs: I 
want,” declared the young missionary. 

“You seem to know how to handle 
them, all right,” said Mr. McMurrick, ap- 
preciatively. 

“T’ve always loved dogs,” said Colman, 
“and I have driven several teams. But 
I never saw any that I liked better than 
these splendid fellows. I think you 
called them Shep and Jack. Which is 
which ?” 

“The darker one is Jack,” said Mr. 
MeMurrick. “Shep looks more like his 
white and brown collie ancestors; but he 
will not be far behind Ja¢k in faithful 


The dogs jumped and played around. 
They seemed to be the embodiment of 
vigor, and of almost inexhaustible endur- 
ance. When Mr. McMurrick praised 
them, they seemed to understand and 
sprang to his side, 

“1 should like to see the man who owns 
these dogs,” said Mr. Colman. “I want 
to buy them if I may.” 

“Tt is no use seeing him,” answered the 
thayor. “Any money given to him will 
only be used to prolong his drunk. Any- 
way, he has disowned: them. If you do 
not take them they will likely be shot, 
for the council will not keep them much 
longer.” 

“Oh, I’ll gladly take them,” said Mr: 
Colman. 

Early the next day he went to the town 
clerk to pay the fees and claims against 
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(Concluded on page 747) 



















Society. 


eading this booklet 


has saved thousands 
from financial worry 


It’s only a small booklet, quickly and easily read, 
but it has proved itself the most interesting booklet 
ever written for thousands who have been saved 
from financial worry by acting on its advice and in- 
vesting in the Annuity Bonds of the American Bible 


For over 50 years these bonds have provided a safe, 
established income for annuitants. For over 50 years 
the American Bible Society has issued bonds without 

@ loss to a single investor. 


They are free from trouble and yield a fixed rate 
of annuity, as high as 9% according to age of annui- 
tant. You receive your half-yearly check promptly. 
| There are no complicated details to consider, no 
| coupons to clip, no bank book to lose. 


Get the full story of this wonderful investment in 
| Christian enterprise NOW! Send the coupon today! 


— 
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: Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
Gentlemen : 


Please send me without hey on my 
your booklet No. Y-16, entitled “B 
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lhe Background 


BETTER LIFE 


Would you rather have your children read the 
funny pictures and follow the example of the 
characters in the comic strips; or would you 
rather have them réad these stirring stories 
and mold their lives according to the pattern 
of the heroic characters that move and breathe 
through them? Children naturally are hero 
worshipers, and will eagerly adopt the shin- 
ing Bible characters as their heroes,—if you 
put this book in their hands. 


“BIBLE STORY BOOK” 


By ELSIE E. EGERMEIER 


Stories told from the viewpoint of chil- 
dren, in simple vivid language.. Easy to read 
and understand ; beautifully and sympatheti- 
cally illustrated, and strongly and attractively 
bound. This book will influence the whole 
future life of your boy or girl for the better. 


A New Bible Story Every Night 
For 233 Nights 


These stories never grow old. They stand reading 
Over and over azain, with pleasure and benefit to 
every member of the family. The author has written 
this k with a consecrated purpose of entertaining, 
influencing, and enriching the lives of her readers. The 
stories are direct, simple and dramatic with all the in- 
tensity of their rich material, historic background,and 
divine meaning. The stories are divided into periods 
of Bible history.and are arranged chronologically.'This 
enables the reader, young or old, to get a clearer _un- 
derstanding of the Bible than he has ever had before, 
because BIBLE STORY BOOK digests the whole 
Bible into the form of a beautiful narrative. Thousands 
of copies sold—demand increasing. 


SEND COUPON FOR FREE EXAMINATION 
Complete catalog of books, both juvenile and adult, 


Sunday School and Church Supplies, Bibles, Etc., 
sent free on request, 





Dept, 14 


Anderson, Ind. 


POMONA. CALIF 7th and Carey Avenue’ 
KANSAS CITY, 2616 East 15th Street 
ATLANTA, GA., 804 Edgewood Avenue, N. E. 
YAKIMA, WASH., 10 S. Seventh Avenue 


| BIBLE STORY 


_, BOOK™ 





FIVE DAYS FREE TRIAL 

Ask to see this book at your dealers, or secure it 
from nag denominational publishing house; but take 
no other without first sending coupon below fer free 
examination. 

PARTIAL CONTENTS 

Contains 608 pages, nearly 200 pictures, 15 artre- 

roductions on special paper in full rich colors ; 233 

autifully written Bible stories. 

SEND COUPON BELOW TODAY. 
You can possess this beautiful work without risking 
one cent. Simply mail the coupon. The “ Bible Story 
Book”’ will be shipped you immediately for free ex- 
amination. If you decide to keep it for the family, 
send us $2.00 plus five cents for postage. Otherwise, 
write us and we will send you stamps for its return, 
You will not be out one penny. 


GenesenweeeeCOUPONs aseseneee 


Mail to nearest office. (Dept. 14) 

Bg Gentlemen: Please send me without expense or 
g obligation for free examination, the new cloth 
@ bound edition of the “ Bible Story Book.”’ At the 

end of five days I will return the book or send $2.00, 
8 plus five cents for postage in oa. 
& {1 Check here if Kraft Deluxe edition, price $3.75 
@ pins five cents for postage, is desire 
§ cloth edition. 
Namr 
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PIAS TIANA PIN OANA AA ISA, WA NAN AA AA A ETA A AARARARSAAY ZERO pA CANAL 


TESTAMENTS for CHINA 


“A million Testaments for China” :— 
May these our efforts win; 

To tell to dwellers in the darkness, 
How Jesus’ light shines in. 

















“A million Testaments for. China” :— 
Oh, give, and: give again, 

To sow the Word of Christ's redemption 
To all the sons of men. 


“A million Testaments for China’ :— 
Be this our prayer and aim, 

To spread abroad the blessed Gospel, 
‘Salvation to proclaim. 


—Jennie E. Hussey. 


Pray for all the Million! 















































Though we cannot read those four characters 


Sendas many as youcan! SS=s==S=% 


all for 15 cents 


Mr. George T. B. Davis, the Director of this campaign, is now in China, working with the 
secretaries of the Bible societies and the missionaries in the distribution of the gift ‘Téstaments. 
He sends the Committee this appeal: 


China’s extremity God’s opportunity. Urge Sunday- 
schools, churches, continuous, definite prayers for : 
missionaries, Chinese Christians, especially students and 
soldiers, and for revival in China. Appeal for gene- 
rous Christmas offering.to complete million Testaments 


MAKE SURE YOUR SUNDAY-SCHOOL HAS A SHARE 


in sending God’s Word to China NOW. This appeal does not apply to churches and Sunday-schools 
which are already contributing to the work of the American Bible Society. * This is extra—not compe- 
tition, but co-operation. 


NOTE THIS—IF YOUR CHURCH is Pepacially. interested in some Mission in China, arrange 
to send them a CHRISTMAS OFFERING in Testaments. For. every $15.00 or $150.00 you 
send in to us, we will send 100 or 1,000 Testaments to your friends in China. 


$37,500 FOR 250,000 TESTAMENTS STILL NEEDED 


Write at once for Illustrated Sheets and Daily Prayer Cards for each class _ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. - 


JOHN G. HARRIS, Treasurer 
119 S. 4th-St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


This is Our Fmal Appeal—Help Complete the Million by the New Year 
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Lesson for December 19 
Luke 2 : 8-20 


Announcing 
A New Book 
George NicGreaiy Price 


The publication of which 
is an event of prime im- 
portance to every one who 
is interested’ in thé prob- 
lems connected with 
science and religion. This 
newbook is entitled 


“Evolutionary: Geology 


And the New Catastrophism” 


and is undoubtedly one of the very best that Profes- 


- sor Price has written, In reality it is a much enlarged 


and improved edition of his former work, “‘ The 


- Fundamentals ‘of Geology,”’ which went through 


three editions ; but the enlargements and the greatly 
improved treatment here presented have. led to an 
entire change of titie. 


Every one should -become acquainted with the 
great wealth of. modern discoveries which so com- 
pletely vindicate the orthodox view regarding the 
early days of our world. Andas the works of Pro- 
fessor Price may be said to have started the present 
scientific revolt against the evolution doctrine, so we 
may confidently predict that this, his latest marshal- 
ing of the modern scientific discoveries, ought to go 
far toward settling these questions once for all. 

“EVOLUTIONARY GEOLOGY” contains 352 
pages, including numerous illustrations. 

rice, postpaid ea ee «© « sc ORS 


_ Address: PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 
373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 
X X 
At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 








Pray for This Work of Faith 
OLD BIBLES 


Can be reb d atr ble prices and in most 
cases made to last better than new ones. 

Send us your Bible, parcel post insured, and we 
will mail you our prices. If the cost of binding is not 
satisfactory, we will mail your Bible back to you at 
our expense. 


Mefferd Book Bindery, 148 W. Division St., Chicago, lll. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


™ A valuable book 
The Bible Treasure Chest—<;“Bibie knock 
edge, giving contents of each book. Great character 
sketches. othing finer for boys and girls. Just 
what teachers would like to give their scholars. 64 
pages, 44 beautiful illustrations, magnificent cover, 
only rsc. ro for $r.00, postpaid. 

GOLDEN RULE BOOK SHOP, Albion, Mich. 


SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 


This is being done in Africa, China, India, by Native 
Evangelists and Bible Women who are being sup- 
rted for from 77 cents to $2.00a week. $40 to $100 


























or a year. Write Rev. H. A. Barton, Box V, 
473 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.,. for tres 
literature. : : 








e 

The kind of folk who prefer 

The Glaslyn-Chatham 

e a . 

in Atlantic City 
are the kind who prefer The Sun- 
day School Times —yourkind. We 
believe you will feel at home in the 
Glaslyn-Chatham, without home 
cares, and with every need amply 
met, at rates so moderate that 
they are an invitation rather than 


an obstacle. Please ask for the il- 
lustrated descriptive folder about 


The Glaslyn-Chatham 


Nathan ‘L. Jones, Proprietor 
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Just Dogs 
(Concluded from page 745) 
the dogs. Not knowing him, the clerk 
said: 


“The mayor has already been here and 
paid the claims, and says that the dogs 
peong now to a missionary, named Col- 
man,” 

“I’m the lucky man,” declared Colman, 
and he wanted to jump, such was his de- 
hght. and- gratitude, 

“I congratulate you,” said the clerk. 
“Those are extra fine dogs and it would 
have been a crime to kill them.” 

Now that Jack and Shep were leaving 
the place, the townspeople recovered their 
admiration ot the dogs. They recounted 
the stories of their prowess and were glad 
they were not going to be shot; many 
were especially pleased when they learned 
that the dogs were going to have such 
a good master, and there was a large 
company of people at the railway station 
to see Colman and his newly-acquired 
dogs away. 

“Good-by, Jack,” said Postmaster Mc- 
Murrick, with an arm around Jack’s neck 
and his eyes suffused with feeling that 
greatly surprised all his neighbors, who 
had ever considered him a very reserved, 
stern, and even a “hard” man. “Good- 
by! I’m sorry to see you go; but you 
are going into good work and with a man 
who will appreciate you as well as the 
work you can do.” 


(To: be continued in next week’s issue) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





December 26. The Past Year—Its Lessons; 
the New—Its Possibilities. Deut. 8 : 1-6; 
Phil. 3 : 13, 14. 


1927 

January 2. Being True to Our Covenant 
with Christ. Heb. 8: 10-12. (Consecratioa 
meeting.) 


January 9. What Confession of Christ, In- 
cludes. Rom. 10: 1-10; Luke 12: 8, 9. 

January 16. How to Develop Our. Devotional 
Life. Psa. 40: 1-8. 


oe 


Sunday, December 19 
How Can We Express the Christmas 
Spirit? (Luke 2 : 1-20; Gal. 6:9, 
10; 2.Cor. 8:9; 9: 6-15) 





Mon.—In creating joy (Isa. 61 : 1-7). 
Tues.—In kindness to all (Zech. 7 : 8-10). 
Wed.—In worship (Psa. 43 : 1-5). 
Thurs.—In giving (Acts 11 : 27-30). 
Fri—In good will (Luke 6 : 27-36). 
Sat.—In work for peace (Rom. 14: 16-19). 








Why is “giving” a part of the Christmas 
spirit? 

How can we make this Christmas better 
than last? 


How can we ourselves get the Christmas 
spirit? 


' IS said that at a sailors’ meeting a 
_seaman prayed, “Lord, make us ships 
with two hatchways; one to take in cargo, 
and the other to give it out.” The man 
had caught the vision of what Paul knew 
so well when he said, “I have received 
of the Lord that which also I delivered 
unto you” (i Cor. 11:23). 

As Christians we sometimes get the 
mistaken idea that we are storehouses in- 
stead of ships that God wants to use 
to trade with the heavenly country and 
bring supplies for a needy world. Freely 
have we received God’s great love gift, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and freely should 
we give him out if our Christian life is 
to be healthy and normal. 


we 

Especially at this season of the year 
should we remember that giving orig- 
inated with God. He it was who, before 
the foundation of the world, knowing that 
man would fail in the great plan that he 
had drawn for him on this earth, deter- 
mined the gift of his only begotten Son. 

Then it was that the Lord Jesus Christ, 
knowing God’s plan, set himself to take 


‘upon him the form of a servant and be 


born in the likeness of men, and to hum- 
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The SUPREME GIFT 




















Tue gift of an Oxford Bible gives keen joy on Christmas Day and com- 
fort, inspiration and guidance in all the days to come. It is the gift 
that is appreciated by everyone, young and old. The choice of a Bible 
with Oxford on the title page assures highest grade of materials and 
workmanship, accuracy in the text and reasonableness of price. 


OXFORD BIBLES ARE BETTER BIBLES 


Oxford Children’s Bible Scofield Reference Bible 
Contains 32 full-page illustrations and A welcome gift to any Bible reader. Has 
5 ecial helps for Cg Clear type. aelps on the ere needed. Black 


Durable French 
Size 944x5% inches. No, 01608 - $5.55 
Oxford S. S. Teacher's Bible 
With 300 pages of teacher’s helps, Printed 
in heavy, black-faced type. French 
Morocco binding. ister. French Morocco binding. 
Size 734x5 inches, No. 04453 - $4.35 Size 914x534 inches. No. 02608 - $6.75 
Ask your bookseller for these OXFORD BIBLES by 
their numbers. If unobtainable, order direct from us 


OXFORD BIBLES 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 WEST THIRTY-SECOND STREET. NEW YORK CITY 


rench Morocco ing. type. French Morocco binding. 
Size 534x3% inches. No. 03327 - $3.00 Size 7x414 inches. No. 53 - - *55.50 
Oxford Older Folk’s Bible Oxford Pocket Bible 
With extra large type, excellent for older Clear, black-faced type Bible. Very com- 
folks or those wit impels’ eyesight. pact and light. Printed on Oxford India 
inding. 


fee, French Morocco: binding. 
ize 534x334x56 inches. No. 0113x $3.50 
Oxford Home Bible 


An extra large Bible, with 24 beauti- 
ful catered Pastionians and Family Reg- 





























“The Home of Your Favorite Monthly” 











All the resources of this great institution — spiritual, intellectual, and 
material — contribute toward making 


The King’s Business | 


your ideal of a ‘‘Bible Family Magazine.” Yearly subscription $1.25 in 
U. S.; $1.50 foreign. 


Three months’ trial only 25 cents 


I 
The King’s Business, 540 So. Hope St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
Please enter my subscription for The King’s Business at the trial rate of 3 months for.25 cents: 


Name 


© @-@ "eee ©.0 94 ow 0 @ 0 0 + © -e © 6 Ow eMore OC © 0 eee © eo © 08 HT 8 8 © Ore © © 








(Or, if yearly subscription is desired, enclose $1.25 for U. S., or $1.50 foreign.) 
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Why Not a Times 
Christmas-Gift Club ? 


You can send The Sunday School Times for one 

year to five of your friends at the club rate of 

$1.50 for each subscription—$7.50 for the five 
It is the kind of remembrance that is particularly well 
worth while, and it lasts a whole year. Don't you know. a 
number of friends who would be glad and: thankful if they 
were to receive The Sunday School Times from you? 


On page 731 of this issue you will find announce- 
ments of articles to appear in the Times. Won't you read 
this carefully in considering the Times as a gift for your 
friends ? 
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When you order subscriptions sent to any of your 
friends as Christmas gifts, just indicate on your order that 
they are intended as such, and we will gladly mail to each 
of the recipients a beautifully illustrated Christmas greeting 
card with your name and with this wording : “ 








With Christrnas Greetings 


Che Sunday School Gimes 


will come to you as a weekly reminder of my hearty 
good wishes for a joyful Christmas and a Happy 
New Year of abounding blessing in life and service. 











You will appreciate the importance of sending in your gift orders 
very early so that the first copy of the paper and the greeting card 
will reach your friends in plenty of time before Christmas, 


If you will send your order at once, we will see that it is filed 
for delivery at the proper time, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES C0., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
LLL 
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NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES PUBLICATIONS 


Brand new books, just off the press 
The best and most lasting kind of 
gifts at this Christmas season 





THE WORLD’S UNREST: VISIONS OF THE DAWN Christabel Pankhurst 
A thoughtful, comprehensive study and analysis of world conditions that 
will challenge the attention of many, both inside the church and out. 

° $2; postage, 15 cents. 


A SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


This is the eagerly awaited volume from the pen of the great Princeton 
scholar, giving in detail his conclusions and the reasons for his belief in 
the accuracy and inspiration of the Oid Testament Scriptures. A convincing 
argument based on an exhaustive study of the text, grammar and vocabu- 


lary. $2; postage, 15 cents. 
CAN THE CHRISTIAN NOW BELIEVE IN EVOLUTION? 
William Hallock Johnson, Ph.D., DD. 


A consideration of the evidence for and against evolution, its resulting phil- 
osophy, and its relation to the theistic and Christian view of the world. 


$1.50; postage, 12 cents. 
MAJOR BIBLE THEMES Lewis Sperry Chafer, DD. 


A manual of Christian doctrine incorporating the most vital truths of the 
Scriptures. Valuable as a textbook for individual or group study, or as a 
reference work. Over 300 pages, including 49 chapters with 14 questions 
each; Scripture and topical indexes. $1.25; postage, 10 cents. 


JUST DOGS E. Ryerson Young 


An intensely interesting story of the life and adventure-of a missionary and 
his dogs in the Northern provinces. Illustrated. $1.25; postage, 10 cents. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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ble himself even to the death of the cross 
that you and I might have the great gift 
of eternal life (Eph. 2: 6-8). 

It will be well for us to again read 
Luke 1:38, 46-56, that we may see how 
Mary gave herself in order that the Lord 
Jesus Christ might be born. : 

Is there any wonder then that in Ro- 
mans 11: 33-35 Paul cries out: 

“O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out! 

“For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 

“Or who hath first given to him, and 
it shall be recompensed unto him again?” 

The. logical conclusion then follows in 
Romans 12:1, “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God that ye 
present your bodies [faculties or energy] 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service.” 

True giving, therefore, cannot be s 
arated from the true Christmas spirit. 
Unless our Christmas giving is prompted 
by heartfelt gratitude for what God has 
already given us it will be but empty sen- 
timentality and show. 

ye 

How then can we make this Christmas 
better than the last? Is there any plan 
that we'can invent that can improve upon 
the one God has already conceived for 
us as individuals, this Christmas? Let us 
go to him humbly for his plan. Do we 
not often choose our gifts for others en- 
tirely apart from him? Somehow it sel- 
dom seems to occur to us that he should 
be consulted on such things. We feel 
so competent to make our own choices. 
But, if we will put ourselves in his hands 
even in these small details, we will en- 
able him to flood our hearts with Christ- 
mas joy in a measure that we have never 
known. It will mean so much more to 
those to whom we give, because our ef- 
forts will be directed in his ways, and 
strengthened with his strength, as they 
cannot be in ways of our own choosing. 

we . 

But for ourselves, how can we get the 
Christmas spirit? There is only one way, 
and that is by knowing the living Christ 
who himself is the Christmas spirit. As 
Paul points out in Ephesians 3:17, Christ 
dwells in our hearts by faith and faith 
itself is the gift of God (Eph. 2:8). 

Shall we not then exercise the gift of 
faith that God has given us, and count 
all things as refuse that we may know 
him and-the power of his resurrection and 
the fellowship of his suffering, being made 
rr eae unto his death? (Phil. 3: 

a 


What motive prompts my Christmas giv- 
ing? 

Do I really want the true Christmas spirit, 
which is the Lord Jesus Christ himself? 


Am I willing to let him make this Christ- 
mas better than the last? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





With the New Books 








Webster’s New International Diction- 
ary. (G. and C. Merriam Co., Spring- 
field, Mass., in various bindings, Regular 
and India Paper editions, $16 to $30.) 
Perhaps the strongest recommendation 
anyone can give to a reference work is 
the daily and constant use of it. It is just 
such a stamp of approval that The Sun- 
day School Times can place upon. this 
unabridged dictionary. Not long ago it 
was selected, after careful deliberation, 
by the Times as its editorial standard for 
spelling and syllabication. But there is 
an unusual wealth of additional and vital 
information in the book. Revised as it 
is to the year 1926, it contains all the 
words of recent interest, many of which 
are not found elsewhere. Its general vo- 
cabulary includes Bible names, fictitious 
names, foreign words and phrases, and 
mythological names. Pronunciations are 
clearly and concisely indicated in pa- 
rentheses after the words themselves, and, 
following the very full definitions, are 
given synonyms. With such a mass 





of information in the general vocabulary, 
one might think that it would be difficult, 


DECEMBER 4, 1926” 





A MONTHLY VISIT TO 
NEW YORK’S GHETTO! 


The heartaches—the joys—the victories of 
the Cross in Jewish hearts and lives. 


Recorded in the “‘ Monthly Letter” (Free 
on request), 


The NEW YORK GOSPEL MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC., needs new friends. 


Scanke ‘ 
“From. Judaism te Christ,” a narrative, 
and sample literature, twenty-five cents. - 


Address ie. 
MISS RUTH ANGEL, Secretary . 
152 East Seventh Street, New York City 











WANTED 


Young man as assistant to 
Head of Accounting De- 
partment in large Christian 
Institution. Must. be ex- 
perienced in and be able 
to handle detail work. In 
replying give age, refer- 
ences, church affiliation, 
salary desired, etc. Ad- 
dress P, J. C.,167 E. On- 
tario Street, Chicago, Ill. 


The Sunday School Fines 


Subscription Rates 


_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for_either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. © 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the mew address whenever you request 

a change in your address. If in a club, 

please give mame and address of your 

club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


The Sunday School Tinies Co., Publishers, 




















1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Mr. Boring has solved every 
travel problem for The 
Sunday School Times family 


It has been made as easy 
>: for you to tour the Medi- 
terranean, Holy Land, and 
Europe as to go on a 

* “Suriday-school Picnic. 


HEN the S.S. Doric sails from New 
W York on January 22nd, 1927, you can 
leave dull care and worry behind you. 
For 60 days (or more if you wish) every travel 
dblem will be solved. ose difficulties which 
ass the ordinary traveler never will present 
themselves to us. Already Mr. Boring has reserved 
hotel rooms, guides, special trains, and motor 
cars. The S.S. Doric of the White Star Line 
has been chartered and the entire trip 
will be sure of every com care you 
ve at home. The most confirmed “ stay at 
home” in the world can come with us as ‘easily 
> as he would attend a Sunday-school picnic. 
» we want you with us when 
- we-sail from New York on January 22nd, 
1927. This is your great o; ity to visit the 
Holy Land, to stand before the Pyramids in 
Egypt, to walk down the streets of Athens and 
Rome where once walked kings, emperors, and 
philosophers, and to see Europe as it is today. 


The cost has been re- 
duced to a minimum. 
Your companions will 
conservative, con- 
nial persons whose 
iendship will not per- 
mit a moment's loneli- 





WHERE WE 

+ WILL GO — 
New York, Ma- 
deira, Spain, Gib- 
raltar, Algiers, 


ness. The Sunday Tanis, Malta, 
School Times Tour | Egypt, Palestine, 
can be the greatest holi- | Smyrna, Con - 


day you ever had, and 
the supreme inspiration 
of your Christian life. 
Send the coupon for 
full particulars, 


gee the Coupon 


Put your name and address on 
the coupon now—and mail it today. 
The Sunday School Times Tour 
is not beyond your reach. Let us 
send you full particulars and the 
full echedule of prices. There are 
still cabins qvillable. ou may 
have one of them if you do not de- 
lay. Send the coupon now. 


stantinople, 
Greece, Sicily, 
Italy, Monaco, 
France, England. 
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Write in the margin the names of founds who you 
ink may be interested. 








to locate a word quickly. This prob- 
lem has been cleverly solved, however, 
by dividing each page into two parts, — 
the upper showing the more common 
words in large and beautifully clear 
type, and the lower giving the less famil- 
iar words in somewhat smaller-type. In 
addition to the general dictionary, there is 
a complete pronouncing geographical dic- 
tionary of the world, a pronouncing bio- 
graphical dictionary and a table of arbi- 
trary signs used in writing and printing. 
Throughout the work there are some six 
thousand illustrations. The majority of 
these are in biack and white in the gen- 
eral vocabulary, wherever they will be 
helpful. A classified selection of these is 
found at the back of the volume, keyed 
to the pages where they first appeared. 
There are also a number of handsome 
full-page color p‘ates, which include flags, 
coats of arms, coins of the world, leading 
cathedrals, and other subjects too numer- 
ous to mention. Of great convenience 
is the thumb indexing of the pages and 
the method of indicating the letters of 
the alphabet on the outer margin of all 
right hand pages, thus enabling the user 
to turn instantly to the letter desired. 
The dictionary is artistically and sub- 
stantially bound in a variety of covers, 
buckram, sheep, and cloth. The paper 
used is a sturdy but thin stock. For those 
who desire a thinner and lighter volume, 
an India paper edition is available, in li- 
brary buckram and seal grain leather. 
On the whole a veritable supreme court 
of the dictionary world is found between 
its covers, and any pastor, Sunday-school 
superintendent or teacher, or professional 
or business man fortunate enough to ac- 
quire this dictionary, either as a gift or a 
purchase, will find it a reference work of 
unparalleled usefulness and authority. 


The Keswick Calendar for 1927 


ERHAPS no Scripture text calendar 

is better known and loved or more 
widely used than the Keswick Calendar, 
containing as it does a Scripture text 
and a choice meditation for each day of 
the year. The 1927 edition follows the 
form of previous years, that of a hand- 
somely illustrated card, 8 by 12 inches, 
with a block pad of date sheets. 

The inspirational messages are from 
such men as James H. McConkey, Hora- 
tius Bonar, D.D., J. Stuart Holden. D.D., 
D. M. Panton, Thomas Chalmers, J. Rus- 
sell Howden, Lewis Sperry Chafer, Gor- 
don Watt, and many other well-known 
Bible teachers and speakers. 

The Christmas message for December 
25, 1926, gives an excellent illustration 
of the type of meditations to be found in 
the 1927 calendar. For this day the 
Scripture verse is, “Fear not: for, behold; 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people’ (Luke 2: 
10). The devotional reading is by Bishop 
Reynolds, and it reads: 

“There is nothing wherein God may be 
so fully known, communicated with, de- 
pended upon, and praised, as in his Gos- 
pel. Here we see him as a God of bounty 
and endless compassion, humbling himself 
that he might be merciful to his enemies, 
that he might himself bear the punish- 
ment of those injuries which had been 
done unto himself. In the creature he 
is a God above us; in the law he is a 
God against us; only in the Gospel, he is 
‘Immanuel,’ a ‘God with us,’ a God like 
us, a God for us.” é 

A worth while holiday gift, this cal- 
endar may be ordered from the Cleve- 
land Bible Truth Depot, 621 Prospect 
Avenue, Cleveland, or from the Chris- 
tian Life Literature Fund, Room 80 Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Phil- 
adelphia, 60 cents each, postpaid. 


If you are looking for a book of stir- 
ring, eventful, and challenging biography 
to put into the hands of a young man, 
why not give him “The Life Story of 
Henry Clay Trumbull,” that dauntless, 
far-seeing, inten’se and consecrated mis- 
sionary, army chaplain, editor, and ex- 
blorer? It is published by The Sunday 
School Times Company, finely illustrated 
and beautifully bound, at $2.50; postage, 
20 cents. 











A CHARMING LOVE STORY OF 
CHRISTIAN FAITH TRIUMPHANT 
By Grace Livingston Hill 


‘*The new book by this well-known and 
deservedly popular author has all the charm COMIN 
and appeal that has made her stories loved 
by thousands. 
and goodness of some strong and lovely THE RYE 
characters. Such noble’ young manhood 
as that of Evan Sherwood and sweet Christian character as Romayne Ransom’s 
will win the reader from the start."'"— Zhe Sunday School Times. 


Price, $2.00 At All Bookstores 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 
Philadelphia London 


But there is a strong new 
note in dealing with a tremendous present- 
day problem—bootlegging and its attendant 
evils as it exists among some'of our young 
peo) le and in a certain class -of society that 
considers itself quite the thing. A powerful 
story showing the utter selfishness of sin, 
contrasted with the kindness, unselfishness 











Ministers, Missionaries, Christian 


Will find at The National Bible Institute’s Head- 
quarters Building the following advantages: 


q 1. A new eleven-story, fire-proof building provid- 





Workers and Other Transient 
and Permanent Guests 


ing : Outside rooms exclusively— Telephone in 
each room—Running hot and cold water in each 


room—Shower or’ tub bath on each floor— The National Bible Institute’s Resident School 
Twenty-four hour elevator service. anid Headquarters Building 


2. A central. location, with unexcelled transit facilities to every part of the Metropolitan district. 
3. A congenial Christian atmosphere. 


4. A dining room ( ‘from mber 15 to May 31, inclusive), where wholesome and 
moderately priced food may be obtained. 


. A well-equipped library. 








For rates or reservations write H. W. HOOT, Guest Secretary, 
340 West 55th Street, New York. 


THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
340 West 5SSth Street, New York 


Don O. SHELTON, President. C. B. NorDLanp, Secretary. 
Hucu R. Munro, Treasurer 


























NOW READY! 
The 


‘Self-Explaining Bible 
or COMMENTARY BIBLE 


1,500 pages, with Complete Commentary on 
the Bible Text, Introductions, References, 
Family Record, etc., etc. 


PRICES: 
In cloth, round corners, red edges $5.00 


In imitation leather, divinity circuit, 
red under gold edges . . . . €.90 
. . 10.75 


In genuine leather, divinity circuit, 

red under gold edges . . 
The Christmas Gift Par Excellence 

AGENTS WANTED to sell on BIG COMMISSION this WON- 

DERFUL sition Ask for DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR with 
SAMPLE PAGE, and terms. Many other new publications. OUR 
NEW BOOK CATALOGUE sent FREE upon request. LARG- 
EST LINE OF RELIGIOUS BOOKS at LOWEST PRICES. 
We SPECIALIZE in Religious Books. Buy libraries. 

rop us a line, and get acquainted. 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
**THE REFORMED PRESS”’ 
208 PEARL STREET, GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 











When answering advertisements, please méntion The Sunday School Times 
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AN OFFER | 


EXTRAORDINARY 


Here it is—if your church needs a modern 

complete Lantern Projection Outfit : 

1 Balopticon Stereopticon, $65.00 

1 Film Slide Attachment, 38.50 
$103.50 


with which we give you FREE 500 picture 
strip film slides.of “Life of Christ” (value 
$22.00). ACT QUICKLY. 

WILLIAMS, BROWN & EARLE, Inc. 
918 Chestnut Street, - - - Philadelphia 














Church Furniture 


Globecraft Shovs 


Since 1876 


Fine cnurch furniture, moderately priced. Tell 
us your ne 


Before you buy—compare! 


Globe Furniture Mtg. Co. 
23 Park Placc — ‘ortbville, Mich. 











PALO VTTC ON’ 


>, 














niture, both wood an 
metal. 


If peer dealer will not 


supply you write 


Beautify Furniture 
Protect Floors and Floor 
Coverings by attaching 
the Glass Onward Sliding 
Furniture Shoe to all + 


ONWARD MFG. CO. 





ZEIMLels 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jao. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9). 556 W: 27th St.. New York City. 





CHURCH FURNITURE 


= enya Soy vipynr toa 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1160 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois ¢*, 





cernin, 


In ordering goods, or in making inguiry con- 

anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times. 











Your Christmas Giv.rg 

















Ss THE season of the year approaches 
when we rejoice to make hearts glad 


through our gifts in remembrance of 
God’s “unspeakable gift,” the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Sunday School Times-readers may 
find suggestive the following channels for 
Christmas giving: 


American-European Fellowship 


supports seven missionariés and workers 
in Central Europe in relief work among 
the. members of the body of Christ. 
Particularly .needy are many pastors, 
evangelists, and Bible teachers. Gifts 
may .be sent to.Mr. Edward A. Steele, 
Treasurer, 219 North Broad Street, Phil- 
adelphia. Warm clothing and _ service- 
able shoes are greatly needed. These 
should be shipped care of the Friends’ 
Committee, 1521 Cherry Street, Philadel- 
phia. 


American Mission to Lepers, Inc. 


Gospel and relief work, international and 
interdenominational, among the two mil- 
lion lepers scattered throughout’ the 
world. Gifts may be sent to William M. 
Danner, Secretary, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York. 


Arousiag Stepanian 


the little Armenian’ refugee, who escaped 
the Turkish deportations, and captivity of 
the Arabs, and whose early schooling at 
the American School for Girls in Constan- 
tinople was provided for by readers oi 
The Sunday School Times. Arousiag is 
now’ in America, preparing for service 
among her people, and you may share in 
the further training of “our little Arme- 
nian sister” by sending contributions to 
The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, marked, “For Arou- 


The Belgian Gospel Mission 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, Directors, 
who are The Sunday School Times’ evan- 
gelistic representatives in Belgium, con- 
tinues its ever enlarging evangelistic and 
Bible training-school work in that coun- 
try. Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 
Walnut Stre@t, Philadelphia. 


The Business Men’s Council of the 
Pocket Testament League, Inc. 


is conducting highly fruitful evangelistic 
meetings in industrial plants, and- is dis- 
tributing Testaments to thousands of 


» workers in the mills of industrial centers. 


T. Edward Koss, ‘Treasures, 1301 Morris 
Building, Philadelphia. ~ 


China Famine Relief 
» -, Famine in many parts of China, due to 


failure -of crops, to flood’, and to civil war 
conditions is producing intense suffering 
among the Chinese and great privation 
among missionaries. Gifts will be dis- 
persed in needy districts as conditions are 
.-made known. : Pléase specify “For China 
Famine_Relief,” and send contributions to 
The*Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Christian Life’ Literature Fund 


distributes books and leaflets on the fun- 
damentals of the Christian life, and. the 
Director writes letters of spiritual ceun- 
sel to inquiring Christians all ‘over the 
world. The work is dependent upon vol- 
untary offerings. Checks should be made 








ee Me Me Min intial Ma Me 


- 


Puddle to Paradise 


ing of these two 


author who 


lenty of trouble 


will delight you. 


UND “When Snakes Bega 


Jocko-Home Heavenbound ‘°*<;,.<: 


the image of an ape-man called ‘“The Chrysalis,” 
that was recently unveiled in a *‘modern” church. 
It must be a most unusual little book, for g church 
povers refused to advertise it, yet we received in 

rst half of December orders for 3,800 from minis- 
ters who had previously seen a copy. 


(same author) has 
eight picture parables, 
every one of them a hard-hitting sermon. Speak- 
2 ; oks, the reviewer for Bridle 
Champion says: “ We do not know of another 
Aas pointed out the tmpossibilities 
and absurdities of the theory (evolution) more 
keenly, and, to our mind, more invincibly.” 


The Toadstool Among 


has 15 cartoons 4 clever artists. It is making 
‘or preachers who discredit the 
ible. If your ancestry is roo percent human, it 


Each book 20 cents. Six books (3 to read, 
3 to loan), $1.: ‘The author's reply to Brisbane 
n to Nurse Fr 


HEA) ( : 
and “roo Questions for Teachers of Evolution,” free with §x order. HOMO PUB. CO., ROGERS, OHIO. 


the Tombs 


heir Youne,” 








Starving for the Bread of Life 


Our Missionaries “carry on, 


tirelessly “telling the story of Redeeming Blood among Russians in 


Russia, Latvia, Poland, Bulgaria, France, and Switzerland. But hungry multitudes remain unfed. 
Twelve students of our Bible School went last summer into Latgalia, the eastern province of Latvia, 
evangelizing among Russians there. As the students returned to school, the new converts said, “ We 
have tasted of better things. Where shall we go for words of light and liféand leve? Do not for. 
sake us!" But the students,had to return to their tasks at school. ; 


Write Us—THE RUSSIAN. MISSIONARY SOCIETY,-1844 Monroe St, Chicago, Ill. 


Let us send yen our paper, ‘* The Friend of Missions,” for six months at the special rate 6f twenty- 


five cents for the half year. 








Or, shall we mail you a sample copy ? 











payable to the Christian Life Literature 
Fund, 8 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


The ‘Christian Testimony to Jews 


is responsible, under God, for the support 
of a number of Hebrew Christian evangel- 
ists in Soviet Russia, five in Poland and 
Volhynia, a number of colporteurs, a Bible 
school in Poland with enrollment of twen- 
ty-nine,“ including five or six nationalities 
and eight Hebrew Christians, help for ten 
Hebrew Christian young people in Bible 
and medical training, one Hebrew Chris- 
tian young man in charge of a Bible 
depot, definite care of one large and two 
smaller Hebrew Christian centers of evan- 
gelistic work, the spread of the. Scriptures 
in Soviet Russia, Ukrainia, Volhynia, Po- 
land, and elsewhere in Central Europe, 
with the special objective of sending ou: 
Spirit-filled evangelists into all parts of 
Russia and Poland. Gifts may be sent to 
Edward ‘A. Steele, Treasurer, 901 Schaft 
Building, Philadelphia. 


Evangelical Theological College, Dallas, Tex., 


provides a thorough training for the min- 
istry, which aims at the highest standards 
ef expository preaching in the power and 
demonstration of the Holy Spirit. Wil- 
liam S. Mosher, Treasurer, Dallas, Texas. 


The Great Commission Prayer League 


is a faith movement of intercession, a 
center for the world-wide distribution of 
leaflets on evangelism and the spiritual 
life. Its headquarters are at. 808 North 
La. Salle’ Street, Chicago. 


Million Testaments for China Campaign 


An unusual opportunity to help give a 
million copies of the New Testament to 
the people of China in this time of crisis. 
To complete this nation-wide. distribution 
of the Word, $37,500 will be needed. Each 
1g cents sends a cloth bound Testament: 
$150 will send one thousand Testaments; 
$15 will send one hundred Testamen:,, 
$7.50 will send fifty Testaments. Gifts 
may be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 


- phia, or to Mr. John G. Harris, Treasurer, 


Million Testaments for China Campaign, 
119 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 


Missionary Book Fund 


To make possible the distribution of 
sound and helpful books among mission- 
aries, the Missionary Book Fund has been 
maintained for several years by volun- 
tary contributions of readers and friends 
of The Sunday School Times. Funds are 
now needed to wipe out an existing deficit, 
brought about by the free distribution of 
a twenty thousand copy edition of J. H. 
Smeeton’s “Once a Year,” and to fill the 
many requests that come from mission- 
aries unable to purchase books for them- 
selves. Contributions should be designated 
“Missionary Book Fund,” and should be 
addressed to The Sunday School Times, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Missionary Subscription Fund 


supplies missionaries and Christian 
workers in both foreign and home fields 
with free subscriptions to The Sunday 
School Times. It is kept up by voluntary 
contributions from readers and friefds of 
The Sunday School Times. Two dollars 
a year sends one copy to a foreign mis- 
sionary, and $1.50 a year to a home mis- 
sionary within the bounds of the United 
States and its territories. Contributions 
should be designated “Missionary Sub- 
scription Fund” and should be sent to 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Near East Relief 


is greatly in need of funds for taking 
care of the Armenian and Greek refugee 
orphan children in Greece, Syria, and 
other points of the Levant. Checks may 
be sent to 151 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


The Pioneer Mission Agency 


has been used, under God, in a remark- 
able way to survey the missionary needs 
of the long-neglected Indian tribes ot 
Mexico, Central America, and South 
America, and in stimulating Christians 
on both sides of the Atlantic to occupy 
hitherto untouched fields. Gifts will be 
used to maintain the work of further 
exploration and co-operation with exist- 
ing mission boards, and in the publication 
and. circulating of reports of the work. 
The Treasurer is.B. F. Culp, 80-83 Stafford 
Building,~ 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 


The Scripture Gift Mission 


supplies missionaries and Christain work- 
ers, at home and in heathen lands, with 
free grants of attractively — illustrated 
Scriptures for distribution among those 





DECEMBER 4, 1626 


YOUR CHRISTMAS CARDS 
PRINTED TO ORDER FOR YOU 


We are pleased to present an at- 
tractive line of printed and én- 
graved Holiday Greeting 
Cards, with sentiment and name 
| printed to order on them. Our cards 
are different. We print the senti- 
ment you select with your name on 
- in cards af your choice, 
thus making your card convey-your 
personal message to your Giends 


Write for circular and sample cards. 
Agents Wanted. This is a fine 
proposition - for agents. 


THE HOPE PRESS, Mendota I) 












































Christmas Carols 


Cidie: fine old songs, quaint, me- 
lodious, fascinating, and a few choice * 
new ones, all in one small, easily-. 
handled -leaflet. For . church servieesji 
street ‘caroling and community si 
Price, 8c a copy; 85c a dozen. 


Write for our free Christmas Catalog 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
Dept. 16-M, Eighth and Catter Streets, Cincinnati, Obie 














DELIGHTFUL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
Name Pencil Sets Please The Children 





No. A—Six Pencils, sharpener. and ruler, various 
shades Coin Pocket LEATHER Case with NAME 
engraved in 22 karat Gold, 90c. 

No. B— Three Pencils, sharpener,.and ruler, fancy 
shades embossed LEATHER Case with NAME 

engraved im 22 karat Gold; 50c. ~ 


OO ————— 
PUON Ewe Sadie ae ¥ 
No. C— Three Assorted color "Pencils, NAME. in 

-.~ Gold--Holly Box, 30c. : ‘ 
Insurance 10c extra. Send k or Money.Order 
UNIVERSAL PENCIL CO., 33.West 60th ‘St, New York City 


Useful XMAS Gift 
Electric Heating Pad 


Has 3 heats, 10 ft. cord, detachable plug. 











MANUFACTURERS SURPLUS STOCK CO. 
5434 Wayne Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


GOOD GAMES GOING! 


From a Sunday School Times sates these games 
sold in 32 states and several foreign lands! Gay 
nding, sangeus papers endorsing. Interest in these 
better Bible games grows daily. Greatest Christmas 
gitts yet! Fine for birthday presents and social events. 
fhe famous John Brown self-help schools: takin 
these games over; students will make, sell, and profit 
thereby. vig ved you help the students. 

“Ups and Downs of Life,’’ $t.25; ‘‘ Spell-it,” 75¢.; 
“*Good Cheer Checkerboard,” 65c.; ‘‘ Topic Bible 
Cards,” Fac the set for $3.00, plus 8%@ postage. Ad 
dress, Richard W. Lewis, Siloam Springs, Ark. 








—ISRAEL—— 


Jehovah’s People. Read about 


The Jewish. Era 


Quarterly—S0 cents a year—sample free 
THE CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 
“1311 S. Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, Mlinois 


- WH 
CHRIST IS NOT NAMED 


Trained NATIVES in various parts of the world 
may be supported in the work of God for an entire 
year for from $15 up to $600. Nothing deducted 
rom your gifts—zo00% goes toward the natives oor; 
port. Would you so love to help your Lord? Will 
you pray about this? Service and literature free. 


NATIVE PREACHER CO.,fac.,251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, NJ. 





























tithe $2.75. 
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Lesson for December 19 
Luke 2 : 8-20 


who are too poor to purchase the Word of 
God. R. B. Haines, Jr., Secretary, 119 
South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 


The Victorious Life Testimony 

at whose conferences the message of “The 
Life that is Christ’? is preached has been 
equipping and making ready Keswick, 
New Jersey, as a conference center and 
as a rest home for returned missionaries 
and other Christian workers. Gifts will 
be applied to the support of the current 
conference work of the Testimony, for 
further equipment for Keswick, and to 
the stimulating of. prayer groups in com- 
munities, churches, and colleges, and for 
the necessary clerical assistance for 
these activities. B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 
80-83 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


‘Wheaton College 
—a standard American coeducational 
college where the fundamentals of the 
faith are honored, and strong collegiate 
standards maintained. J. Oliver Buswell, 
»B.D., President, Wheaton, Il, 





For Family Worship. 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Foliowing the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the international Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Scnool Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “‘them that are His.’’ Its leaflets are 
published . freq-in the Lord for.prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God’s guidance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of 1 he Sunday School Times. 


Christmas Disappointments 


S. RIVE as_we may to please our 
iriends at Christmas time with vari- 
ous tokens of ouf love and friendsh.p, 
such as cards and gifis and sundry happy 
surprises, yet how often we fail. This 
“fa.is short,” 
one is disappointed. It may be that we 
ourselves are most disappointed of all, 
kercause of our inability or failure at some 
particular point or points. Ah, if all-our 
giving and receiving could but be “in 
the Lord,” in unfeigned love and sim- 
plicity, and more in the spirit of Luke 6: 
32-38, what a difference it would make 
in many a home! Do we.ever give “hop- 
ing to receive as much again”? Let us 
not do so this year. Let us give in utter 
selfi-effacement, in sacrificial devotion, in 

Christ-honoring love and purpose. If you 
would know the meaning of a truly 
“merry Christmas,” let Him do all the 
giving, and all the receiving, through you. 


December 13 to 19 
Mon.—Luke 2: 8-20. The Saviour’s Birth. 


“IT bring you good tidings . . . which 
shall be to all people” (v. 10). There 
was to be nothing selfish or exclusive in 
this new Gospel. It began with “you” 
(very personal), but as some one has said, 
“it was to extend to all the inhabitants 
of this land, and to all the inhabitants of 
the whole earth” (very universal). The 
same today. 


PRAYER .SuGGESTIONS: How much do 
we pray for “the inhabitants of the whole 
ear'h” — for. the Church at home and 
abroad; for Israel’s scattered fold, in 
every. land; for the Gentiles of all the 
wer't? How often do we pray by name 
for the nations and their rulers? See 1 
Tl essalonians 5:17. 


Tues.—Luke 1: 26-38. His Birth Foretold. 


God’s: Word plainly says, “to a ape 
(v. 27; see also Matt. 1:23 afd Isa. 
14). If these plain statements of the 
“virgin birth’ of Jesus cannot be de- 
pended upon, what then can be depended 
upon? Jesus was either “conceived of 
the Holy Ghost” and “born of the vir- 
gin Mary,” or else the great central figure 
of the Bible was the child of illegitimacy, 
which is inconceivable. 

“Ten Days; Ten Minutes.” There 
may be places where the suggested “ten 
days prayer gatherings” (December 31 to 
January 0) may be impracticable; but 
who could not spend, if he or she would, 
ten minutes in prayer during each of 


or perhaps that, and some | “ 
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those days for the Chwurch’s revival? Do 
you know how ONE HUNDRED MINUTES 
could be beiter spent? Ask God about 
at. 
Wed.—Isaiah 11: 1-10. The Prince of Peace. 
Well named “the Prince of Peace” 
(Isa. 9:6); for apart irom Christ, the 
“peace of God’’ woud be unknown to the 
individual; nor coud ‘the “middle wall 
of partition’’ between Jew and Gentile 
ever have been broken down, “so making 
peace” (Eph. 2:15); nor could man look 
forward to the day when “of peace there 
shall be no end” (Isa. 9:7). 


Prayer Questions: When has your 
prayer list been revised? Do you keep 
t “prayed up’? And do you keep track 
of resuits? Do you think that your 


prayers origina! e in your own desires, or 
in God's? “e f-centered or God-centered, 
which ? 


Thurs.—Psalm 72 : 1-17. 
tae Glory of the Kingdom. 

Dr. Scofieid says that “the Psalm_as 
a whole forms a complete visioén of Mes- 
siah’s kingdom so far as the Old Testa- 
ment revelation extended. All David's 
prayers will find their fruition in the 
kingdom” ; as wil ours also, if the com- 
ing of that kingdom is to us a “lively 
hope.” 

PRAYER SuGcestions: Pray for an old 
people’s home in Chicago; an invalid in 
Denver; a discouraged believer in Minne- 
sota; a dear elderly couple in North Da- 
kota: a harassed pastor in Arkansas. 
Pray for all who send prayer requests to 
this department. 


Fri—Luke 1 : 67-79. Zacharias’ Prophecy. 


Zacharias’ prophecy continued the chain 
which began in the garden of Eden (Gen. 
3:15), and with which verse 70 indi- 
cates his perfect familiarity. But it was 
at double chain of prophecy, one part ful- 
filled at the first advent, and the other 
part just as sure of fulfillment when he 
- appear the second time (Heb. 9: 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Victorious Life Testimony; the World’s 
Fundamentals Christian Association; the 
Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A.; the Stu- 
pial Volunteer Movement; the ‘China In- 
land Mission; the Moody Bible Institute ; 
the American Sunday School Union; the 
Mission to Lepers. 


Sat.—Luke 1: 46-55. Mary’s Seng. 


This song, Mary’s Magnificat, has been 
regarced by some as “a counterpart to 
Hannah’s prophetic prayer” (see 1 ‘Sam. 
2:1-10). Adoration characterizes the 
first two verses, and the remaining verses 
give the reasons therefore: (1) God’s 
high regard for his handmaiden’s low 
estate, and (2) his favor toward his peo- 
ple as a whole in fulfillment of prophecy. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for next 
weck’s Christmas gatherinas, and for the 
following weck’s Watch Night mectings ; 
also for the Week of Prayer services im- 
mediately thereafter. Pray that 1927 may 
witness @ great advance in the spiritual 
life of believers everywhere. 


Sun.—Micah 5: 2-9. The King of Glory. 


Verse 2 foretells the first advent of 
the King, and describes his regal char- 
acter; verse 3 refers to the interval be- 
tween his rejection and his return; the 
remaining verses of the chapter deal pr’- 
marily with events connected with the 
establishment of the millennial kingdom. 
events perchance not far distant. 


Taree Carers, and what they said: 
A missionary from China: “We would 
have been compelled to give up long ago 
except for the prayers at home.” An 
American evangelical leader: “We're ‘los- 
ing out’? because of the poverty of our 
praver life.’ A heart-burdened woman: 
“What will become of our girls if the 
Church doesn’t wake up? In a social 
aathering of sixteen splendid girls in my 
community ~ recently, cigarettes were 
passed AND. THIRTEEN ACCEPTED THEM 
AND SMOKED!” 

+ 


Vou will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons.” invaluable by way of 
illustration. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, at 75 
cents; postage, 5 cents). 
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Choice, but Inexpensive, GIFTS 
OUR NEW SERIES OF 


Bible Hero Stories 


By J.H. SHONK WILER 
JESUS—Book I, Bethlehem. The 


story of the Saviour, why He came into the 

world, and covering the events leading up to 

' and including His birth. 

JESUS—Book Il, pT Jesus’ childhood and ministry, His death 
and resurrection... A short, but intensely interesting, story of this period 
of His life faithfully told from the New Testament. 

Books uniform in make-up. with the preceding volumes of BIBLE, HERO 
STORIES—Joseph, Moses, David, and Paul. € series represénts the best 
in art and hterature for children—beautifully...illustrated, well written. Each 
book is complete in itself. Singly or sets they provide ideal presents for young 
people ten years or over at small cost. Thirty-twe pages, six full-page illustrations 
and illustrated cover to each book. Price, 18c each; $1.80 a dozen. 


Christian Service Calendar for 1927 


An artistic, inexpensive and practical gift. Supplies an inspiring and com- 
forting Scripture quotation for every day and. is illustrated with twelve richly 
colored reproductions of famous paintings, the highest conceptions in religious 
art. Price, 30c each. Special price if bought 1 in quantities. 


Our 1926 CHRISTMAS CATALOG is suggestive of all 


good things for Christmas— Greeting Cards,Gift Books, 
Bibles, Programs, Pageants. Write for free copy. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 














Dept. 16-R. Eighth, Ninth & Cutter Sts., Cincinnati, Ohio 

































YOUR cHuoren TEACHER! PARENT! 


Lona YOU OUGHT TO KNOW! 


THE “FULL GOSPEL” LINE OF 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


Fundamentally True to the Word of God" 
Expositions of the International Lessons 
Used by All Evangelical Denominations 
| Write for Free Samples and Price Lists 
of SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


THE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
260 WEST 44th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 













































For the Need of the Times 


“Christian Life’’ Series Sunday School Lesson Helps 


(International Uniform Lessons) 


The need at the present time is for sound, Scriptural, and prac- 
tical Sunday School Lesson Helps. The *‘ Christian Life” Series 
fully meets thisneed. ‘The steady growth and demand for this 
series is fast proving this fact. They are carefully and 
systematically edited. 
The Quarterlies Are Mines of Scriptural and Spiritual 
Expositions and Practical Lessons 


There is a Full Line of Helps for Teachers and Scholars 


For general distribution in the school, the ‘‘Christian Life” Series fur- 
nishes excellent, well-illustrated, spiritual periodicals. 


Prices and samples of the entire Series will be furnished upon request 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO 







































When answering advertisements, piease mention The Sunday School Times 
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BEAUTIFUL 


FREE! 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


THE SUNDAY 


furnished FREE with 


MOODY instrrore 


Christmas Gift 
Subscriptions 


THE BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS 


CARD will be 


with each order. 


furnished FREE 
We will fill in 


and mail the GIFT CARD at the 

proper time for you, or if you 

aes we will send the cards to 
you for mailing 


EVERY ISSUE WILL BE -A REMINDER 
OF YOUR THOUGHTFULNESS 





The FREE Christmas Gift Card 


MONTHLY 








SCHOOL TIMES 









(Lesson tor Dec. 19) DECEMBER 4, 1926 


COVER IN COLOR 
THE CHRISTMAS ISSUE will be forwarded on the 
day the CHRISTMAS CARD is mailed, and in time to 
reach your friends about two days before Christmas 


The Best Way to Remember Friends 
at Christmas Time is to Give Them 
a Gift That Lasts | 

All the Year | 


DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EARLY 
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OKDERS ARE BEING RECEIVED NOW! iH i 
MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! AND 
DO AWAY WITH CHRISTMAS SHOPPING WORRY 

t Moody Bible Institute Monthly H 
§ 150 institute Place, Chicago, Illinois : 
. Please enter the following CHRISTMAS GIFT subscriptions: : 
2 (1 You may mail cards for me. : 
§ () Send cards to me for mailing. : 
: I enclose §............... to pay for these subscriptions at $2.00 each or § 
' 3 for $4.50. Cards furnished FREE. H 
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' [1] Additional Christmas Gift snbacripei ions lis:ed on attached list. : 





